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Meet our new pastor, 

Ashley Bowler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Pastor Starts Oct. 1st  
 

Veteran Wanakee Camp Counselor 

and recent PSU graduate, Ashley 

Bowler has been hired as our new 

quarter-time Supply Pastor.  

Here she introduces herself: 
 

Thank you PUMC for your 

gracious welcome into your 

community! I am so excited to 

embark on this spiritual 

adventure with your support 

and guidance in 

such a beautiful 

hometown area.  
 

I have spent the 

majority of 

myyears in New 

Hampshire's 

Great White 

Mountains 

enjoying the 

splendor of God's 

country. I was 

born in 

Melbourne, 

Florida but, when I was five, 

my family moved up to 

Littleton, NH where my 

mother's family had roots 

nearby. In my years at First 

United Methodist Church in 

Littleton I was active in youth 

group, Fun Young Christian 

Ones, as well as Sunday School, 

maintaining the nursery, taking 

Disciple classes, and becoming 

a confirmed member at around 

thirteen years old.  
 

 

 

 

My spirit has also been 

cultivated at Wanakee United 

Methodist Center, an 

instrumental part in my faith 

journey. It's where I learned 

how to share Christianity with 

new people. It's where I learned  

how to experience God's 

presence in the midst of 

adventure and experience his  

healing power through the love 

of friends that feel like family 

after just a week. I 

learned to search for 

Him not only in 

nature, but also in 

people, listening to 

their faith stories and 

learning from their 

experiences of strife. 

After years as a 

camper at Wanakee, I 

volunteered and 

joined the staff as the 

Resource Coordinator 

(Crafts and Animal 

Coordination) in 2011. 

In 2012, I was a counselor and 

for the past two years I have 

been the Adventure 

Programmer.  

~  continued on page 2 ~ 
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Holy Communion:  

1st Sunday of the month 
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10:00 - 12:00 
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 Meet Ashley - continued from page 1 
 

I have been so blessed to lead groups on the very 

adventures that I grew the most in, and witness for 

two years as campers overcame their fears and 

trusted God just enough to try something new and 

challenging.  
 

Beyond Wanakee and church, I just graduated from 

Plymouth State University with a Bachelor's 

Degree in English and I am now certified to teach 

grades five through twelve. If I look familiar, it 

may be because while attending PSU, I also worked 

at Downtown Pizza, formerly known as Manny's 

Downtown Pizza, and frequented Cafe Monte Alto 

with my friends. Right now I am working as a 

Special Education Para-Professional at Inter-Lakes 

High School which has me occupied weekdays 

from 7:00 to 2:30, and I live with two friends from 

camp in a lake house on Winnipesaukee.  
 

I have to thank Reverend Phil Polhemus, who I 

know through Wanakee, as the one who first 

encouraged me to consider seminary and, with his 

support, the confidence to take on this spiritual 

role. It is my background in analytical reading, 

sharing knowledge, and general curiosity that 

gives me the confidence that I would be a good 

candidate for ministry. By the end of my student 

teaching at Inter-Lakes High School, my mentor 

teacher said my greatest assets were my 

enthusiasm and the amount of love I have to offer 

each and every one of my cherubs, as I called them. 

While I'm not signed up for seminary yet, I am 

eager to use what I've got and what I will learn 

from this congregation to figure out if this will be 

my niche. I look forward to attending meetings and 

getting to know the congregation on weekends as 

well as during office hours in which I will be 

available during the week in the evening.  
 

Once again, thank you for welcoming me so 

graciously. I am blessed and excited to embark on 

this new leg of my faith journey with all of your 

support. 
 

Sincerely, 

Ashley Bowler 
 

Join us for Ashley’s first Sunday  

in the pulpit on October 5th! 

Happening This Month 
 

 
Invite your families, friends, and neighbors. Spread 

the word into the community. 10% of the proceeds 

from this month’s dinner will be donated to the 

Plymouth Area Community Closet’s “Keep the 

Heat On” program, providing home heating 

assistance for our neighbors in need. 

 

 

 
After saving England from Napoleon’s threats in 

1815, the Duke of Wellington achieved hero status. 

One Sunday as the duke approached the altar for 

communion, a poor man from London’s streets, 

wearing rags, knelt beside him. The indignant 

minister whispered for the vagrant to move away. 

“Don’t you realize this is the great Duke of 

Wellington?” he asked. 

When the duke overhead, he responded, “Leave 

him alone. We’re all the same here. The ground is 

level at the cross.” 

That’s the spirit in which we celebrate World 

Communion Sunday on the first Sunday of 

October. Paul says believers share the Lord’s 

Supper by partaking of the “one bread” (1 

Corinthians 10:17). Everyone at the communion 

table is equal in God’s sight, needing his 

forgiveness and grace. 

World Communion Sunday is a Church-wide  

Special Sunday of The United Methodist Church. 

Funds collected in designated envelopes provide college 

scholarships for racial and ethnic students in  

the U.S. and abroad. 

Ham & Bean Supper 
Saturday, October 4       

4:30 - 6:30 
Adults   $8 

Ages 6 - 12   $4 
Children under 6 free 

October 5 

We Are All Equal  

at the Lord’s Table 
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News from the Pews 
 

 

 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 2 Sandra Haskell 

 9 Julie Downing 

 10 Robert Derrickson 

 12 Haley Lenentine 

 19 Rory Robison 

 20 Norinne McGrath 

 24 Dee & Normand Rainville 

 29 Scott Robison 
Share your special days with your church family!  

Send birthday and anniversary information to  

the newsletter editor at gkidger@msn.com. 

 

 
Best Wishes for Happiness!  

Marsha Hall and Tony Trodella 
are getting married on 

Saturday, October 25th at 2:00 
 

Love and blessings to Joyce Liptak who has 

just moved to Oregon. We will miss you! 

 

New Devotional Study for Adults 
Lay Leader Diane Randall invites you to share your 

personal devotional practices in a small group 

setting before the worship service from 9:00 to 9:25 

during a series of 4 Sunday mornings.  

Come to any session or all four:  

October 12 - Exploring devotional magazines such 

as Upper Room and Bread of Life 

October 19 - Exploring the Bible as a devotional  

October 26 - Exploring favorite devotional books 

November 2 - How sharing devotions with others 

enhances your spiritual life 
 

 

Giving Together 
 

Putting Love and Faith into Action: 
Above and beyond your support of the Plymouth United 

Methodist Church and its ministries, please prayerfully 

consider the people served by the following local non-

profit organizations. Collection baskets in our church’s 

front foyer are ready to accept these donations: 
  

Everyone Deserves a Clean Home 

We continue to support the Bridge House 

Homeless Shelter staff as they minister to those 

who need help with the basic necessities of life. 

Their Wish List includes these cleaning supplies: 

bleach, dish soap, ziplock sandwich bags, sponges 

with a scrubber on one side, rubber gloves, 

bathroom cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, all-purpose 

cleaners.   

           

 

 

 

 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
For more than 9 years, the Plymouth Area 

Community Closet (PACC) has worked to raise 

money to help supply heating fuel for area 

residents in need through their “Keep the Heat On” 

program. Qualified families and seniors are aided 

with winter fuel expenses like oil, propane, wood, 

and electric heat. 

PACC is a non-profit organization which is 

supported through donations and the proceeds 

from their Thrift Shop at 5 South Main Street, 

across from Rite Aid. They also offer: 

PACC Food Depot: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

9:00-11:00 a.m. 

Meals for Many: a free hot meal for anyone, 

Thursdays at 5:00 p.m. at the Plymouth 

Congregational Church on the Common 

Financial Assistance: emergency funds for 

clothing, gas, medication, security deposits, and 

utility bills. Share this information with your 

neighbors who may need a helping hand. 

Plymouth Area Community Closet 

5 So. Main Street, Plymouth, NH 03264 

Phone: 536-1101 

October 19 
United Methodism’s annual 

celebration of the work and 

ministry of the lay members 

of the church - that’s YOU! 

Operation 

Christmas Child: 
Toothpaste and 

Brushes 

PACC Food 

Depot: 
Breakfast Cereals 

& Canned Goods 
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Living into Community 
 

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison 

United Campus Ministry at 

Plymouth State University had a 

busy September. We tabled at the 

Student Activities Fair on Sept. 10th . 

It was a beautiful day with tons of 

students and lots of energy in the 

air. We handed out COEXIST 

bumper stickers and collected 50 names and email 

addresses of students who were interested in our 

organization, especially our initiative to serve the 

local homeless. Our program director, Kree 

Woolley, held an organizational meeting with a 

handful of students on Sept. 18th. They 

brainstormed ideas for the monthly meal we'll be 

preparing for, and sharing with, the Bridge House 

Shelter residents and other ways they can serve the 

local homeless, especially those not eligible to stay 

at the Bridge House. 
 

On Sept. 21st, I tabled at a new event on campus, 

the Community Connections Volunteer Fair. There 

were several well-known local non-profits there, 

including the Bridge House, RSVP Volunteers, the 

Baker River Watershed Association, and even the 

Squam Lakes Natural Science Center, just to name 

a few. For us, this fair was all about showcasing the 

community service opportunities UCM and the 

local churches have to offer. The PUMC Mission 

Team designed a great-looking, informative 

brochure for me to distribute with all our church's 

outreach projects. Unfortunately, the fair was 

poorly attended. I probably only talked to 10 

students all night. For next year, the organizers will 

probably switch up the day/time and move it to a 

location with more through-traffic. You know how 

it goes; the first time for any event is always a 

learning experience.  
 

Fall is always a time of energy and promise on 

college campuses! As always, if you have any ideas 

for campus community outreach or spiritual 

experiences, please share them with me, and I'll 

pass them along at the next UCM board meeting. 

 

Having Fun & Keeping Memories Alive 
The 15th Annual Day to Fight Cancer held on 

Saturday, September 20, and sponsored by Keeping 

You Me and Memories Alive, raised nearly $19,000 

to aid and support residents of Central New 

Hampshire who are coping with cancer. 
 

 
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: Miss New Hampshire 2014, Megan Cooley, 
stopped by to lend her support. 
Above Left: Luminary bags decorated at PUMC’s 
Sept 7th Art Party help to line the path of the 
Cancer Walk (shown on the right). 
Below: The “Holderness Heels” 50-yard Dash! 



5 

 

“It's about providing  

that glimmer of hope.” 

We Make a Difference 
 

Excerpts from UMCGiving.org: 

With your help, the UMC is making a difference. 

The impact of 13 million United Methodists, in 136 

countries, is phenomenal. Together we’re 

witnessing to the love that Jesus Christ has for a 

hurting world and are transforming lives and 

communities in his name. 
 

We’re raising up the next generation of leaders - to 

lead the church and to lead society - by developing 

the gifts of undergraduate and graduate students at 

home and abroad. 

More than 450 students earned degrees from Africa 

University this year. They are the products of the 

colleges of agriculture and natural resources, 

education, health sciences, humanities and social 

sciences, management and administration, and 

theology; and the Institute of Peace, Leadership 

and Governance. The Institute presented its largest 

group to date—awarding master’s degrees in 

Intellectual Property, Peace and Governance, and 

Public Policy and Governance to 82 graduates. 

“I am ready to go out into the world and make a 

change,” said Angel Tshindj Musaw, a young 

woman from the Democratic Republic of Congo 

who trained in the college of education.  “I have 

been taught servant leadership, and with that, I feel 

I am ready to be a leader anywhere.” 
 

 

Through United 

Methodist giving, 

we’re also prepared to respond to crises, natural 

disasters, advocate for justice and peace, and so 

much more. 

Thousands of UM volunteers poured into the 

Midwest following devastating tornados this 

spring. “But the horror of the tornadoes is 

gradually being overpowered by people's sense 

that they will recover”, said Janice Mann, disaster 

recovery coordinator for the United Methodist 

Arkansas Conference. “There is still cleanup work 

to do, and now we are starting to do lots of damage 

repair. It's about providing that glimmer of hope.” 
 

To read more stories of hope, restoration, and the 

immeasurable impact of generosity, visit 

www.umcgiving.org/your-impact. 

 

 
Autumn 
Green things change, 

become the color of surprise, 

the color of gratitude, 

the color of morning.  

Bees still buzz quietly 

but it is the color of letting go. 

The color of something inside you. 

An eye opens, and closes. 

A reckoning, even as leaves fall: 

not subtracting, but adding up. 

Seed pods lift their empty hands 

and blacken, become still.  

Trees tunnel down into themselves. 

Garden plants become song. 

They are not dying, not giving up. 

They are getting ready for something new. 
 

 by Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

 www.unfoldinglight.net 
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Our Mission Shares at Work 
 

District Resource Day with Sarai Rice 
Saturday, October 11   9:00 - 3:00 

First UMC, 18 Wesley Way, Gilford 
 

As we move into October in the New Hampshire 

District, we are being offered another chance to 

listen, learn, and live out the wisdom and 

knowledge imparted in our next "District Resource 

Day" on October 11th.  

These District Resource Days are offered 

throughout the year to specifically address 

concerns that I have heard from both laity and 

clergy.  Some have spoken of how to connect with 

our neighbors, others about creative and energizing 

worship, and still others have asked how to "be the 

church" in the 21st century.   

One of the concerns that I heard over the past year 

was addressing the concerns of aging 

congregations, limited financial resources, and 

exploring change in a way that is sacred and 

purposeful. With that concern in mind, the district 

invited Sarai Rice, a nationally recognized 

consultant in this area, to come and talk about 

adaptive leadership and change.  This is a process 

that is being used in the business world as well as 

congregations and conferences around the 

denomination.  

The majority of the cost for these District Resource 

Days comes from the Mission Shares that each 

church pays in support of local and global ministry 

and outreach.  This is yet another example of how 

our money is invested locally to help congregations 

within the New Hampshire District respond to the 

changing world around us.   

The current cost of $12/person is to cover the cost of 

lunch and snacks and any minor expenses incurred 

in preparing and sharing these days. Scholarships 

are available from the New Hampshire District 

Office so that any and all who want to attend are 

able to do so.  Please contact the district office by 

Thursday, October 2 so that we can be good 

stewards and give our hosts plenty of time to plan 

for the meal. 

Shalom, 

Rev. Dr. David Abbott,  

NH District Superintendent 

 
 

Opportunities with a Personal Touch 
 

LOOKING FOR patient, caring, and energetic individuals 
to encourage and supervise our youth during Sunday 
School. Lead teacher will direct curriculum. Must be a 
team player. Flexible schedule. Benefits paid in smiles 
and laughter. Contact Anthony Cassarino, 536-5099. 
 

KITCHEN AIDE / SERVER - Part-time, on any first 
Saturday of the month from 3:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
Willingness to extend hospitality to guests is a must! 
Contact Chris Topham, 960-2215. 
 

Worship Help Wanted 
 

SERVICE BEHIND THE SCENES: Set the Lord’s Table for 
Communion prior to 9:15, first Sunday of the month on 
a rotating schedule. Contact Diane Randall, 731-1186. 
 

PART-TIME TECHNICAL HELP: Share your creativity with 
PowerPoint preparation for weekly worship services. 
Training provided. Contact Sandy Haskell, 536-4723. 
 

LIFT YOUR VOICE IN SONG: Express your faith through 
singing. Enthusiasm and a desire to praise God required, 
perfect pitch is not! Contact Liz Hodges, 715-6846. 
 

WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES: Youth who have completed 
Acolyte Training are needed for Sunday morning 
services. Rotating schedule planned one month in 
advance. Robe provided. Must wear a big smile. 
Contact Mrs. Haskell, 536-4723. 
 

 

“There are varieties of gifts, 

but the same Spirit.” 
1 Corinthians 12:4 

 

Will you let God use your gifts? 
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Looking Ahead 
 

 
November 14 - 15    Grace Chapel 

Lexington, Massachusetts 

Like a stone tossed in the center of a pond, the gifts 

God gives us, when used to serve others, are 

ripples of love across the world. Workshops are 

designed for both lay persons and clergy in 

Worship, Discipleship/Leadership, Building 

Relationships Beyond Our Walls, and Engaging 

Community Partners. Registration information can 

be found at www.rippleeffectne.com. 

 

HHoolliiddaayy  BBaazzaaaarr  
Saturday, November 22    9:00 – 2:00 

If you know a crafty someone who might like to 

rent a table for $10, please contact Diane Tiffany at 

536-2822. Non-profit groups are invited to have a 

table at no charge, share information about their 

work, and raise funds for their programs. 

 

 
Sunday, December 7    7:00 PM 

Theme: “On the Wings of Love” -  our focus during 

this time of holy conferencing and worship is to 

explore God’s love in our lives and our response to 

that love through our presence and service. It is 

also to celebrate the ministry and administration of 

this faith community as well as considering how 

we are the church to the world around us “serving 

one another with whatever gift each of you has 

received (from God).”   (1Peter 4:10) 

 

 
Blood Drive 

Friday, December 19    1:00 - 6:00 

The Red Cross has asked to partner with us for a 

second Blood Drive this year, thankful for the 

warm hospitality and cooperation they have 

experienced here in the past. The need for live-

saving blood doesn’t take a holiday, so we’re 

happy to help at what will be a busy time of year. 

Happy Fall Y’all! 

The colors are changing, 

autumn scents fill the air, 

and there’s a new rhythm 

stirring - can you feel it? 

We have much to be 

thankful for and many 

opportunities to respond to God’s love and grace 

by making a positive difference in our community. 

Working together, each sharing our unique gifts of 

time, talents, and service, we can live into God’s 

vision for the Plymouth United Methodist Church. 

Do you have an idea for a ministry we can do as a 

group? Share your thoughts and passions with the 

rest of us - we’re are “the church” - TOGETHER! 
 

Feel free to send newsletter corrections at any time to 

gkidger@msn.com or call me at 536-9620. 

 

Just for Fun! 
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 334 Fairgrounds Road 
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Here is your October 2014 Newsletter……. 

to receive a full-color copy by email, contact the 

editor at gkidger@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
PUMC is online! 

www.plymouthumc.wordpress.com 
Our church’s blog is yet another way for us to stay 

connected with each other and with the community 

at large. Find latest updates on our outreach 

ministries, special worship services, fundraising 

projects, quick links to many helpful resources, and 

more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


