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Annual Church 

Conference  

of the  

Plymouth United  

Methodist Church 
 

Tuesday, November 17    
 

Soup & Sandwich Buffet    

5:00 p.m. 

 

Church Conference 

6:00 p.m. 
Rev. Vickie Wood Parrish,  

Presiding Elder 

 

 
Powered by Witness and Service 

 

We gather as a United Methodist 

community of God to account for 

our ministries, order our life 

together, and to resolve that in the 

year ahead we will answer the call 

of Jesus Christ to his disciples, 

leading our church into active 

ministries of love and justice.            

Your opinion matters!  

ALL church members have a voice 

and a vote.  

Please plan to join in an evening of 

worship and visioning the 

direction of our congregation. 

 

 

An Invitation from 
the Pastor 

I hope everyone had a happy 

and safe Halloween and is using 

that sugar high to carry them 

straight into the busy holiday 

season. We have a number of 

things to prepare, specifically 

with worship, but also the fun 

stuff! I am hosting a Worship 

Planning meeting next Sunday,  

Nov 8th from 12 to 1:00 and 

providing lunch; I hope you like 

pizza! Everyone is welcome to 

attend. On the agenda will be the 

Annual Church Conference, 

Advent, and Christmas.  

I need ideas,  

I need hands,  

I need help!  

Let's take care of it now so we 

won't be scrambling at the last 

minute.  

Also! Save the date:  

Saturday Nov. 21 from 5-7 pm 

We’re having a Thanksgiving 

party for those who are young 

and young-at-heart at the 

church.  

Much love, 

Ashley 
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This Month at PUMC 
 

 
 

It’s our ninth and final fundraising dinner of 2015. 

Invite your families, friends, and neighbors. Spread 

the word into the community. Can you give the 

church an hour or two of your time? Bake a pie, 

make a salad, shop for some of the food needed, or 

help to serve or clean up. 10% of the proceeds will 

be donated to the United Campus Ministry at 

Plymouth State University. To learn more about 

what they do, see Amy’s column on page 4. 

 

 
It’s shaping up to be another fun bazaar! The entire 

building will be abuzz with activity. Local crafters 

and non-profit organizations will offer a wide 

variety of gift items. Tables are still available to rent 

at $10 (waived for non-profit groups). Contact 

Mission Team Chair Diane Tiffany at 536-2822. 

 

 
Dozens of cookies of many sumptuous varieties - 

NO, it’s not just a dream! Shoppers at the Holiday 

Bazaar will walk around the goodie-laden tables 

and fill a container with their favorite choices.   

You can help the Women’s Fellowship raise funds 

for their mission projects by donating a few dozen 

of your favorite home-baked cookies. If you have 

extra freezer space (and can resist temptation!), 

consider storing pre-baked cookies until needed. 

Contact Women’s Fellowship President Diane 

Randall (731-1186) for more information. 

 

 
Fudge for Fundraising 

Nov. 1st - Dec. 1st 
In a repeat of last year’s successful venture, sales of 

fudge from The Mill Fudge Factory in Bristol will 

raise funds to purchase food and supplies for a 

Winter Dinner Party, thus allowing 100% of that 

dinner’s proceeds to support whatever cause the 

congregation deems most necessary.  

A suggestion box for possible beneficiary ideas will 

be available at the back of the sanctuary. 

Order forms are available from Project Team 

Leader Melissa Furbish, 254-4638, and at the 

Holiday Bazaar on Nov. 14th. Orders can be picked 

up on Sunday, Dec. 20 after worship. 

 

 
‚He who thanks but with the lips, 

thanks but in part; 

the full, the true Thanksgiving 

comes from the heart.‛  ~  J.A. Shedd 

 

Happy Thanksgiving, Everyone! 

HHoolliiddaayy  

BBaazzaaaarr  
Saturday, Nov. 14 

9:00 – 2:00 

Handcrafts * Gifts  

Cookie Walk 

Lunch Café 

 

Ham & Bean Supper 
Saturday, November 7      

4:30 - 6:30 
Adults   $8 

Ages 6-12   $4 

Children under 6 free 
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News from the Pews 
 

 
If you have a musical talent you'd like to share 

during a Sunday worship service, whether it be a 

solo piece you have in mind with Peter helping on 

the piano, or you have an instrument you'd like to 

play, please contact Music Director Peter 

Templeton or Pastor Ashley Bowler. Any and all 

special music offerings are welcome at any time!  

If you are interested in singing in a choir for the 

upcoming holiday season, let them know that as 

well. Rehearsals will be Sunday mornings at 8:45.  

Peter Templeton - marengo50@live.com 

Ashley Bowler - akbowler92@gmail.com 
 

Need another reason to join the choir? 

Consider this:  Neuroscientists in Sweden 

discovered that singers’ heartbeats tend to 

synchronize, which leads to a sense of emotional 

calm and bonding. ‚Joint action leads to joint 

perspectives,‛ write the researchers. ‚In other 

words, singers may change their egocentric 

perspective of the world to a ‘we-perspective,’ 

which causes them to perceive the world from the 

same point of view.‛  

So start singing — and enjoy the many benefits and 

blessings of being part of a choir! 

 

 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  4 Jim Martin 

  5 Calvin Huckins 

  6 Reese Hall 

  12 Cindy & Greg Jencks 

Share your special days with your church family! 

Send birthday and anniversary information to 

the newsletter editor at gkidger@msn.com. 

 

 
Hear Ye!  Hear Ye!  Calling for Acolytes 

Would you like to join "Our Lord's Acolyte Team"?  

Adults, parents, seniors, children - anyone who is 

interested in being a part of the team in service to 

our Lord, please contact Sandy Haskell @ 536-4723.  

 

 

 
 

FREE daily Advent devotional booklet from The 

Society of St. Andrew, a feeding ministry that 

partners with faith groups, secular groups, schools, 

and individuals, that we might all serve together 

by feeding the hungry out of the abundance that 

we are provided. With a daily scripture reading, 

reflection and prayer for the four weeks leading up 

to Christmas, copies of ‚My Soul Magnifies the 

Lord‛ and (optional) coin collection boxes are 

available at the church for personal devotional use. 

The devotions are written by pastors and lay 

people from all walks of life. 

Prefer an environmentally-friendly alternative? 

Download the Advent booklet for e-reader or 

subscribe to receive each day’s devotion as an 

email each morning. 

For more information, visit endhunger.org/advent.  
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Living into the Community 
 

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison, Board Chair 

United Campus Ministry @ PSU 

 October was a little quieter for us 

than September, but we're still 

working away to build awareness 

of our organization among the PSU 

student body. We have the Graphic 

Design Company class working on a new Caring 

Campus Coalition (C3) logo for us. It's just about 

done, and we should be unveiling it in the next 

month or so. We also submitted a grant application 

to Meredith Village Savings Bank to help fund our 

Kindness Cart. But the most exciting news is we 

hired our first-ever federal work study student! 

Nicole Blake is a first-year student, and she is our 

new C3 Outreach Intern -- helping us connect with 

young adults and grow our "culture of kindness" 

movement. I love Nicole! She is outgoing, 

thoughtful, not afraid to speak her mind, and 

committed to making PSU a more welcoming, 

inclusive place for all. You will probably have a 

chance to meet her either at our Nov. 7 Ham & 

Bean Supper or the Holiday Bazaar on Nov. 14th!  
 

        
UCM@PSU Program Coordinator Kree Woolley has the 
Kindness Cart ready to roll! The cart is an ever-evolving 
work of art, roving around campus committing random 
acts of kindness and encouraging others to do the same.  

 

The inimitable Terri Dautcher, a business professor 

and coordinator of PSU's new Redwood Journey 

program, donated her workshop and expertise to 

help Kree build the Kindness Cart out of all 

donated, recycled materials. We're excited about 

this new initiative and can't wait for student 

feedback! 
 

As you may have heard, our Campus Chaplain 

Grace Burson resigned from her position as rector 

of the Church of the Holy Spirit in early October. 

She and her son Peter are preparing to relocate, 

hopefully still within the state. Grace will continue 

to serve as UCM's chaplain through the end of this 

semester. She is currently attending rehearsals and 

working with the theater students in Harold 

Pinter's The Birthday Party, which opens Nov.  19th.  
 

November also brings the 42nd year for our 

Thanksgiving Baskets initiative, a collaboration of 

UCM and Catholic Campus Ministry. We 

coordinate this annual "thank you" from the PSU 

community to the larger community for so 

graciously hosting us. PSU faculty, staff and alumni 

donate money for the food, and students and 

alumni pack about 200 baskets and deliver them 

the Monday before Thanksgiving to food-insecure 

families in Plymouth and 10 surrounding towns.  
 

Finally, UCM@PSU also mails out our annual 

fundraising appeal letter this month. Every year, 

support from struggling mainline denominations 

shrinks, leaving us more dependent upon 

individual donors. Please prayerfully support us as 

generously as you can. I received very sad news 

recently that the United Campus Ministry to Keene 

State College has been forced to close its doors 

permanently for lack of funding. We mourn its loss 

and are ever-mindful that we may be in the same 

position in a year or two if we can't turn our 

financial situation around.  
 

Peace & Blessings, 

Amy Robison 
 

For more information, see the United Campus Ministry 

website at www.plymouth.edu/office/campus-ministry 
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The Plymouth United Methodist Church  

is looking for these KEY volunteers: 
 

Worship Team Members work with the Pastor to 

provide and oversee all aspects of meaningful 

worship experiences: everything from worship 

design and music selection to the nuts and bolts of 

who will be serving as greeters, liturgists, acolytes, 

and communion stewards. Being able to recruit 

volunteers is their greatest asset! 

Length of commitment is up to you; help for a 

season, a reason, or a specific series (i.e. Advent / 

Christmas season, or a month-long sermon topic).  
 

The Lay Leader, whose specific responsibilities 

are: 
 

1.  To keep us focused on the church's primary task 

of making disciples for Jesus Christ 

2.  To foster awareness of the role of laity, both 

within the congregation and through their 

ministries in daily life, and to find ways within the 

community of faith to recognize these ministries. 

3.  To function as the primary lay representative of 

the laity in our church. 

4.  To advise the church council of the 

opportunities for ministry that will improve the 

quality of life in our community. 

5.  To meet regularly with the pastor to discuss the 

state of the church and the opportunities for 

ministry. 

6.  To serve on the committee on lay leadership, the 

committee on finance, the church council, and all-

church conference. 

7.  To take part in study and training opportunities 

to understand the church and its mission. 

8.  To inform laypeople of training opportunities 

provided by the conference or district. 
 

Interested? Please contact Pastor Ashley Bowler 

(991-6483; akbowler92@gmail,com) or 

Administrative Council Chair Anthony Cassarino 

(536-5099). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 January – October 2015 

 
INCOME:   $36,862.13  
65% Collection Plate Offerings 
15% Fundraising Events 
11% Investment Income 
9% Building Use Fees 
 
EXPENSES:  $36,588.08 
25% Pastor’s Compensation 
23% Utilities  
15% Music Director and Custodian Compensation 
13% Mission Shares 
10% Other (church ministry expenses, disbursing 
designated offerings, fundraising expenses, mission 
donations from dinner proceeds, Kidder Scholarship) 
8%  Office Expenses & Insurance 
6% Maintenance 

Working Together, Our Dinners Benefit Many 

With 8 dinners down and 1 to go, $442.20 has 

already been divided between these worthy non-

profit organizations that serve in our community: 
Got Lunch Plymouth; Voices Against Violence; Care Net 

Pregnancy Center; Wanakee; Mayhew Program; Faith, 

Hope, and Love Foundation; Keeping You, Me, and 

Memories Alive; PACC’s ‚Keep the Heat On‛.  

Many thanks to those who shopped, set up, cooked, 

served, and cleaned up, and especially to Chris 

Topham who kept everything organized.     
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Giving Together 
 

 
Through the month of November, the Plymouth 

Area Community Closet’s Food Pantry would 

especially like to receive donations of non-

perishable items to fill out a Thanksgiving Dinner: 

canned pie fillings, pickles and olives, stuffing mix, 

jars of gravy, canned vegetables, instant mashed 

potatoes, and cranberry sauce. There is a collection 

basket in the front foyer of the church for these 

items. 
 

Need Some Help This Thanksgiving . . .  
Or know someone who does? Sign up for a free, 

home-delivered Thanksgiving Basket from the 

faculty, staff, and students at Plymouth State 

University. To request a basket, call Kathy Tardif at 

535-2673 by Monday, November 16. The project is 

coordinated by PSU's Catholic Campus Ministry 

and United Campus Ministry, with support from 

the Phi Beta Upsilon alumni group and Sodexo. 

 

 
We make a living by what we get, 

we make a life by what we give. 

 
Can you spell.....E-d-u-c-a-t-i-o-n ? 
Amy Robison is part of the Letter Rip! team 

participating in the 4th Annual Community 

Spelling Bee on Friday, Nov. 6, 7:00 p.m. at the 

Common Man Inn. Come cheer them on! 

All proceeds from the event benefit Pemi-Baker 

Literacy, which offers free tutoring and classes for 

adults in reading, writing, math, English as a 

second language, preparation for the High School 

Equivalency Test, and basic computer skills.  

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Box Collection Date:  Sunday, November 15 

Boxes and brochures are available at the church. 

Volunteer opportunities are available again at the 

Relay Center at Gateway Alliance church,  

9 Fairgrounds Road from Nov. 16-23.  Marsha Hall 

has the details, 536-3819. In the meantime, you can 

visit www.operationchristmaschild.org for 

suggested items to fill boxes. 

 

All Gifts are Worthy 
As we gather for worship on Sunday mornings, we 

continue to live out God’s Word with open hearts 

and hands. Cash helps us pay for our ministries. 

Other gifts are as welcome in the offering plate: put 

in a note telling how you served in the community, 

supplied help for your neighbor, or a promise to 

pray for those in need. All offerings are lifted up to 

be transformed by God into acts of sharing God’s 

love for all the world. 

 

 
Miracles can happen when Methodists are United. 

On Dec. 1, United Methodists will once again come 

together to support the work of Advance projects 

and missionaries on UMC #GivingTuesday. And 

once again, every gift made online through The 

Advance at www.umcmission.org/give on Dec. 1 

will be matched dollar for dollar up to $1 million 

by Global Ministries. Double your giving by doing 

it on Dec. 1! For more information about UMC 

#GivingTuesday, visit 

www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday. 
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Our Mission Shares at Work 
 

A Campus Pastor Works Towards 

Ordination 
 

Joy Dister’s earliest memories include being in 

church, pretending to be the preacher reading the 

Bible from the pulpit. Joy grew up at Morenci 

(Michigan) United Methodist Church. As a child 

and youth, she attended Lake Louise United 

Methodist Church Camp and Detroit Annual 

Conference camps, where she felt the Holy Spirit 

prompting her toward ministry. 

However, after graduating from Eastern Michigan 

University, she followed a path toward hotel 

management; and in a few years found herself in 

Dallas-Fort Worth advancing up the career ladder. 

All the while, she remained involved with The 

United Methodist Church and knew she wanted 

more. As she thought about her life goals, she 

remembered the promptings she had felt as a child 

and realized that her soul could only be satisfied if 

she said, ‚Yes,‛ to God. 
 

As Joy began looking at seminaries, she was drawn 

to the diversity of eminent professors at SMU 

Perkins School of Theology. She wanted a place 

where the professors provide an excellent 

education and care for the students’ well-being and 

spiritual growth. Joy says, ‚Professors at Perkins 

take time to know and care for students beyond the 

classroom as they challenge them to become ever 

more thoughtful theologians.‛ 
 

Going into her third year at Perkins, Joy currently 

serves as the director and campus minister of the 

UCF Wesley Foundation at Navarro College. She 

has been a licensed local pastor for two years and is 

working toward ordination. Later, she would like 

to pursue a doctoral degree. As Joy continues to 

pay off undergraduate college debt, the United 

Methodist Ministerial Education Fund allows her 

to follow God’s promptings to attend seminary full 

time. ‚I have been blessed beyond measure and 

appreciate the opportunity to grow personally and 

professional at Perkins,‛ she says. ‚I strive to make 

good grades and do well in school because I know 

many people have sacrificed to make this possible.‛ 

As Joy celebrates the church’s Social Principles and 

the intentional inclusion of women and racial 

ethnic minorities, she is hopeful for the church’s 

future because of the powerful, worldwide 

connection United Methodists share.  
 

Joy is excited to be a United Methodist. ‚In this 

time of constant cultural shift,‛ she says, ‚I am 

excited to be a part of a church that cherishes the 

tradition of The United Methodist Church and yet 

creatively seeks to make our faith and discipleship 

journey fun and meaningful. The Holy Spirit is at 

work in a mighty way; I am excited to ‘do life’ 

alongside people and bring Jesus to a hurting, 

broken world that needs to hear of his healing 

touch and unending love and grace.‛ 
 

As a child, Joy pretended to be a preacher, but 

thanks to the United Methodist Ministerial 

Education Fund, supported by our Mission Share 

giving, there is no pretending that she has become 

a thoughtful Christian leader. 

Story by Kathy Armistead, Ph.D. a Nashville-based 

writer and United Methodist deacon. 

 
 

 
Worship Workshop with Marcia McFee 

Saturday November 14  ~  Open to Everyone 

9am - 3pm    Lebanon UMC, Lebanon, NH 
Marcia McFee is nationally recognized for her work 

around worship.  She created and coordinated the 

worship experience at our Annual Conference this 

past June as well as designing the service we will 

use at our Annual Church Conference on Nov. 17.  

Join folks from around the NH and VT districts for 

this inspirational, experiential and interactive day 

of learning and worshiping.  The cost of $12/person 

(payable at the door, scholarships available 

through the District office), includes lunch and 

snacks. The balance of the cost for this event is 

funded by our Mission Share giving. Please 

register by November 6 by email: 

nhdistrict@neumc.org or call 603-225-3455. 

Need child care? Please let them know. 
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Around the Connection 
 

Rev. Polhemus Will Serve as 

Coordinator at Wanakee 
While the Conference and the Wanakee United 

Methodist Center's Board of Directors continue the 

process of selecting a new Executive Director, the 

Conference has asked the Rev. Philip Polhemus, 

retired, to serve as camp coordinator and work 

with the Board to ensure a smooth transition over 

the next few months. Rev. Polhemus will oversee 

2015 retreat programming, facilities and necessary 

year-end approved projects/winter maintenance, 

coordinate our volunteers for upcoming work days, 

and provide support for the annual closing of 

camp. 

 

 
Imagine No Malaria Golf Tournament 

Saves 540 Lives! 
Rev. Marion Easterling, pastor of Parkway United 

Methodist Church in Milton, MA, sent this report on 

the Imagine No Malaria golf tournament on Sept. 19th  

The first Imagine No Malaria Golf Tournament was 

held at the beautiful Green Harbor Golf Course in 

Marshfield, MA. 

Thanks to the generous support of the management 

team at Green Harbor Golf Club, our sponsors 

Parkway UMC’s Health Ministry and UMW, Holy 

Trinity UMC in Danvers, MA, and the players who 

participated, we held a successful tournament to 

benefit a very worthy cause.  

A great day was had by the participants and those 

who came out to the awards luncheon. Many great 

prizes were awarded, and most importantly we 

raised funds to bring hope, stomp out malaria and 

save lives. 

Generous contributions raised $2,700 and, with an 

anonymous matching donation, a grand total of 

$5,400 was contributed to the Imagine No Malaria 

campaign  -  another 540 lives saved!  

Faith Through the Flood 
 

Photo courtesy of Rev. Michael Bingham  

South Carolina UMC Focuses On Long-Term 

Recovery After ‘1,000-Year’ Storm 
by Jessica Brodie  

for the South Carolina United Methodist Advocate 

Weeks after a storm so catastrophic South 

Carolina’s governor called it a ‚1,000-year flood,‛ 

South Carolina United Methodist disaster 

responders are transitioning from a rescue phase to 

a relief and recovery phase. 

‚This is a ‘drying out period,’ and we expect it to 

last at least through year-end, though the full 

recovery could take up to three years,‛ said the 

Rev. Kathy James, director of Connectional 

Ministries for the South Carolina Conference. ‚We 

will be involved in long-term recovery after the 

cameras go away.‛ James is working with South 

Carolina Disaster Response Coordinator the Rev. 

Gregg Varner and other disaster response leaders 

to ‚be the church‛ to those who lost homes, cars 

and even loved ones in the storm. 

‚There are perhaps thousands of people in the state 

who have been harmed by this flood,‛ Varner said. 

‚The South Carolina United Methodist Church will 

be an active player with other volunteer agencies—

like the Salvation Army, Red Cross and Baptist 

Association—coordinating with the state to help 

victims return to normalcy, or at least as close as 

we can get.‛ Leaders want people to know the 

UMC is standing ready to help in any way 

needed—whether through direct repair and 

recovery or through Christian prayer and 

fellowship. 

‚As people of faith, we hold onto the promise that 

God is faithful in the midst of the storm and the 

flood,‛ Holston said. ‚God’s love will triumph in 

the midst of loss and destruction.‛ 
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Autumn Blessing 

by Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

As the trees bear fruit and the harvest is brought in, 

blessings ripen in you. 

As the earth holds dear the roots of trees, 

God's love for you holds you fast, and gives you 

life. 

As the trees shed their leaves in beauty 

and the garden gives up its riches in abundance, 

you learn to surrender gracefully,  

forgive deeply, offer gifts generously, 

and in all your losses trust that deeper blessings 

are given you. 

As the earth turns toward winters' darkness 

in its gentle dance of seasons, 

you walk through life's challenges without fear, 

trusting the unseen spring yet to come. 

As autumn's colors pour into the world, 

blessing unfolds in you; 

as autumn puts its gold in your hands, 

you grow in love and become more beautiful, 

and make the world more beautiful.  

And even the trees, amazed, thank you.  

 

To receive Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes’ daily 

Unfolding Light, e-mail him at unfoldinglight@ 

gmail.com.     www.unfoldinglight.net 

 

 

Just for Fun 
 

 
 

Autumn Gives Way to Advent 
Wasn’t that one of the most 

beautiful fall foliage seasons 

we’ve had in a while? And before 

we know it the holiday season 

will be here. Time flies! 

What’s your favorite Advent tradition?  

Do you observe the journey to Christmas in a 

special way? Share your ideas with the rest of us! 

Written submissions for the December newsletter 

can be emailed to me at gkidger@msn.com up 

through November 23. 

In service with you, 
Glory 

 

 

Looking Ahead: 
Friday, Dec. 18 

American  

Red Cross  

Blood Drive 

1:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
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Here is your November 2015 newsletter….. 
to receive a full-color copy by email, contact the 

editor at gkidger@msn.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES  TO  REMEMBER  THIS  MONTH: 

 All Saints’ Day, November 1 

 Veterans Day, November 11 

 Annual Holiday Bazaar, November 14 

 Annual Church Conference, November 17 

 Thanksgiving, November 26 

 First Sunday of Advent, November 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


