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Connecting with  

United Campus Ministry 
by Amy Robison 

United Campus Ministry is an 

interfaith organization that 

serves Plymouth State 

University students and the 

larger community. UCM gives 

students a chance to explore, 

question and grow in their 

faith while working to make 

the world a better place. 

Recently, UCM Program 

Coordinator Kree Woolley 

(Unitarian) took 13 students to 

participate in an annual event 

called Walking with Boston's 

Homeless. For this and several 

other programs, UCM works 

closely with PSU's Catholic 

Campus Ministry, with which 

we share office space on 

campus. UCM will also be 

preparing 400 Thanksgiving 

baskets for the hungry here in 

Plymouth.  

I was drawn to serving on the 

UCM Board here because it is 

like home to me.  

~continued on page 7~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New Pastor to Join Us 

November 10th 
Lucas Boomsma, a student at 

Boston University’s School of 

Theology, is set to be appointed 

as the new quarter-time pastor 

of the Plymouth United 

Methodist Church. A native of 

South Dakota, Lucas received a 

Bachelor of Science in 

Communications from SD State 

University. Entering the 

mission field, he served in the 

Peace Corps in Tanzania, East 

Africa and later on the Maine 

Seacoast with AmeriCorps. 

“While working in volunteer 

fields, I found a real sense of 

purpose helping build and 

support communities. 

However, I discovered that my 

faith was also something I 

wanted to share, so I began to 

explore Seminary”, he said.   

We welcome Lucas to 

Plymouth and look forward to 

growing in faith and service 

together!
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What’s Up at PUMC? 
 

Church Buffet Fundraising Dinner 

Saturday, November 2    4:30 - 6:30 
Invite your families, friends, and neighbors to our 

last Buffet Dinner of the year. A wide selection of 

roasted meats, salads, side dishes, desserts, and 

beverages will be available. $8 for adults, $4 for 

children ages 6-12, children under 6 free.  

Funds raised through this dinner help to develop 

our ministries. You can help by bringing food, 

serving and/or cleaning up afterwards. 10% of the 

proceeds from this dinner will be donated to the 

Plymouth Area Community Closet’s December 

“Holiday Basket” program. 

              

Oh, My How We’ve Changed! 
The face of, and the faces in, our congregation have 

changed quite a bit since our last church directory 

was published 10 years ago. If you missed the 

photo shoot on Oct. 27th, a second opportunity may 

be available in November, depending on 

photographer Danni Downing’s travel schedule.   

You may also submit a photo of your own to Dee 

Rainville (536-5620 or deeblack74@yahoo.com). 

Photos and contact info due by November 30th 

An electronic directory (.pdf format) will then be 

created and emailed to those who are on the 

current church email list.  If you prefer a printed 

color copy of the directory, a fee will be announced 

once it is determined. Contact Danni Downing 

directly for copies of her photos through her 

website: www.dannidowningphotography.com. 

 

 
PUMC is online! 

www.plymouthumc.wordpress.com 
Visit our church blog for worship service and 

contact information, directions, outreach ministry 

news, pictures, quick links to other useful websites, 

and more. Content will be updated regularly to stay 

current so, check back often. 

 

 

Holiday Bazaar 
Saturday, November 30     9:00 to 2:00 

Tables are filling up fast for this year’s big event. 

If you know a crafty someone who might like to 

rent a table for $10, please contact Diane Tiffany at 

536-2822. Non-profit groups are invited to have a 

table at no charge, share information about their 

work, and raise funds for their programs. 

 

 
Dozens of cookies of many sumptuous varieties - 

no, it’s not just a dream! Please help the Women’s 

Fellowship raise funds for their mission projects by 

donating a few dozen of your favorite fresh-baked 

cookies to their table at the Bazaar. Shoppers on 

Nov. 30th will walk around the goodie-laden tables 

and fill a container with their choices.  Contact 

Diane Randall (731-1186) or Lois McLoud (536-9707) 

for more information. 
 

Methodist Youth Fellowship  

Group Starts Afresh 
Between bites of pizza this past Sunday evening, 

plans were made to restart the MYF group of our 

church. The children of the Cassarino, Furbish, 

Hall, and Jencks families shared their visions for 

service projects they would be interested in 

attempting. Some of their ideas included a pet food 

drive for the Humane Society, a sock collection for 

the homeless, a bake sale to benefit the Children’s 

Hospital at Dartmouth, and a gift-wrapping station 

at the upcoming Holiday Bazaar. They all signed 

up to work at the Operation Christmas Child 

Collection Depot Parents brainstormed about 

activities that would be fun for the whole family to 

do together, the need for additional adult 

chaperones, and the best time to meet.  

Our children are quickly growing into caring 

young people! Watch for announcements about 

further developments and ways you can support 

their efforts. Thanks to the Mission Team members 

for hosting this kick-off meeting. 
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News from the Pews 
 

 
Mission Pin recipient Sandy Haskell (left), with Mission Team 
members Marsha Hall, Glory Kidger, Diane Tiffany, Craig 
Kidger, and Cindy Jencks 
 

Special Recognition 
The Mission Team honored PUMC member Sandy 

Haskell with a Special Mission Recognition pin 

during the Laity Sunday worship service on 

October 20th. Sandy is a gracious, welcoming 

presence who cares deeply about the well-being of 

our church family. Always looking to make people 

comfortable, she jumps in wherever she sees a need 

to be filled.  Her caring ways also extend out into 

the community through volunteering at the PACC 

Food Pantry and working as an elderly caregiver. 

The Special Mission Recognition pin, purchased 

through the United Methodist Women’s 

organization, helps to support over 500 programs 

and institutions ministering to women, children, 

and youth in the U.S. and around the world. 
 

Passings 
Long-time member Zanita Collins passed into 

eternal life on September 27th at the age of 104. A 

wonderful celebration with her family took place at 

the church on Oct. 2nd with former pastor and 

friend Rev. John Blair presiding. We continue to 

hold her family in our prayers. 

 

Family Fellowship Potluck 
Friday, December 6th at 5:30 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 

Offer God Your Time and Talents 
Several of our committees need new or additional 

members to carry out the “business” of the church. 

You are invited to consider how you can share your 

time, talents, and gifts to serve God through these 

ways: 

The Worship Team is planning for the Advent 

season that begins on Dec. 1st. If you would like to 

help with worship themes or decorating, please 

contact Worship Committee chairpersons Dee 

Rainville at 536-5620 or Sandra Haskell at 536-4723. 

Eunice Wentzell will be stepping down following 

many faithful years as the Financial Secretary after 

the All-Church Conference on Nov. 24th. The 

position can be a shared by 2 persons, though not 

of the same family. Responsibilities include 

recording and depositing the weekly collection 

plate offerings, maintaining giving records and 

providing annual statements of contributions, and 

membership on the Finance Committee.  

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee will need a 

new chairperson and a few new members to round 

out its roster. This team has some of the same 

functions as a personnel office in other 

organizations. Its primary responsibility is to see 

that the mission of the church is realized. Tasks 

include encouraging the pastor, staff and lay 

leaders in their work, promoting unity within the 

church, meeting to discuss personnel issues, 

determining job descriptions, recommending 

salaries for paid staff, and annual reviews with the 

pastor and the District Superintendent. 

Contact Administrative Council Chair, Anthony 

Cassarino for more information (536-5099). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

4   Rev. Ed Charest 

4   Jim Martin 

5   Calvin Huckins 

6   Reese Hall 

12   Cindy & Greg Jencks 
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Walking the Talk 
 

Powered by Prayer to Service: 

   
 

 Earlier this fall, the District Superintendent,  

Rev. Dr. David Abbott, sent suggestions to help us 

prepare for the theme of our annual all-church 

conference. He explained, “Last year each 

congregation was invited to reflect on their various 

areas of ministry and outreach and challenged to 

consider where pruning of some programs might 

produce a greater abundance of fruit for the 

Kingdom of God in their local and global 

neighborhoods. This year our goal is to move out, 

one step at a time, into our immediate or missional 

neighborhoods in a Christ-centered and Spirit-

guided way to observe the needs of our neighbors 

with fresh eyes, open hearts, and reflecting minds 

and to begin to consider how we might meet those 

needs.” 
 

Members of PUMC have been exploring ways of 

looking at our community in a new light. Dee 

Rainville shares her reflections on these questions 

after taking an early morning Prayer Walk through 

downtown Plymouth with fellow members Sandy 

Haskell and Donna Gorton:  
 
 

What did God show you about your 

neighborhood? 

“God showed me good, people trying to stay 

healthy (walkers, runners, joggers), people opening 

up businesses, stopping for coffee before heading 

out to their day's journey, people who greeted 

others with a smile or a kind word whether they 

knew each other a lot. I am grateful for this 

welcoming spirit in our neighborhood.” 
 

Is God nudging you? Are you seeing 

something you have never seen before, in all 

the years you have been going to church in 

this place? 

God did show me need: homelessness, areas which 

need cleaning up from litter, people who are in 

need of spiritual and material support. But what 

stuck with me the most was that I met many 

people-most of them I did not know-who were 

aware of our church and our church outreach. Like 

those stories of our church being so active in the 

fair and all working together to make it happen 

and the stories I heard from those I met telling me 

how this person from our church served at the food 

pantry or that person helping them through their 

continuous support of the "keeping the heat on" or 

the community closet. I realize that when people 

help others, they often don't want to be in the 

spotlight because it's not about them. It is about 

God's love and message. However, I can't stress 

enough how much it struck me that so many knew 

of our church and the help we do in the 

community. I expected to educate the community 

by reaching out and making them aware, but I 

found that our church is very visible and 

appreciated in our community.  
 

 I believe my message from all of this is: don't stop 

what we are doing. Just ramp it up a level. If each 

of us tried to do one extra thing to help our mission 

and outreach, what a difference we can make.  It 

doesn't have to be a grand gesture or a huge 

project, it just has to be steady, reliable, and 

focused on the needs of that organization. I did see 

one other thing which moved me.  My companions 

were very good at reaching out to individuals. A 

woman wanting to walk with us because she needs 

to walk, a good word to those running a local 

business or working in one to say "thank you" for 

what you do, encouragement and acceptance of a 

homeless woman.   
 

We may be a smaller church, but we are mightily in 

works through God's love and we can grow this 

sharing of his love if we just make a decision and 

commitment to do it.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Service and  

Annual All-Church Conference 

Sunday, November 24    9:30 a.m. 
 

A celebration of the power of prayer 

as part of the foundation for our 

ministries. 

Please plan to join us! 
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Responding to the Call to Service 
 

 
Bridge House Shelter Manager, Holly Cormiea (right), 
gratefully receives the cleaning supplies delivered each 
month. 
  

Your Support is Greatly Appreciated! 
Thanks to all who continue to bring in cleaning 

supplies for the Bridge House Homeless Shelter. 

This on-going outreach project is greatly 

appreciated and warmly welcomed by the shelter 

staff. Bleach, dish soap, zip-close sandwich bags, 

sponges with a scrubber on one side, rubber gloves, 

bathroom cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, and all-

purpose cleaners are always needed.  Items placed 

in the collection box in the front foyer of the church 

will be delivered to the shelter by members of the 

Mission Team. For information about other ways 

you can support the Bridge House Shelter, visit 

their website at www.tbhshelter.org, or call Holly 

at 536-7631.  260 Highland St., Plymouth. 

 

 

And Now for All the Trimmings… 
Each year, the Plymouth Area Community Closet 
Food Pantry helps dozens of local, financially-
strapped families enjoy a home-cooked dinner at 
Thanksgiving. Turkeys are procured from the Food 
Bank in Manchester, but donations of other items 
are needed to round out the meal: canned pie 
fillings, pickles and olives, stuffing mix, jars of 
gravy, canned vegetables, instant mashed potatoes. 
Non-perishable goods only. Please, NO cranberry 
sauce – they have plenty! Bring your donations to 
the basket in the front foyer of the church and we 
will get them to the Pantry for you.  

 

A Box of Simple Gifts, A World of Hope 

Since 1993, more than 100 million boys and girls in 

over 130 countries have experienced God’s love 

through the power of simple shoebox gifts from 

Operation Christmas Child. Samaritan’s Purse 

works with local churches and ministry partners to 

deliver the gifts and share the life-changing Good 

News of Jesus Christ. Suggestions for what to 

include in the box are listed in the OCC brochure 

along with a label.  

Filled boxes are due back at the church 
by Sunday, November 17th. 

Samaritan's Purse is a nondenominational 

evangelical Christian organization providing 

spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around 

the world. Since 1970, Samaritan's Purse has helped 

victims of war, poverty, natural disasters, disease, 

and famine with the purpose of sharing God's love 

through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

Going One Step Beyond 

The shoeboxes begin their journey around the 

world with a stopover just down the street. The 

Gateway Alliance Church at 9 Fairgrounds Road 

will again serve as a Collection Depot for this area. 

We have been invited to join in packing the 

shipping cartons. Please call Chrissy Simmons at 

Gateway (536-3043) if you would like to volunteer 

at any of these 2-hour shifts: 

Monday, 11/18 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, 11/20 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Friday, 11/22 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, 11/23 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 11/24 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Monday, 10/25 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
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News from Around the NH District 
 

Snowman Fair in Bow 
Saturday, November 2 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 Bow Mills United Methodist Church 

505 South Street, Bow NH 03304 

Come enjoy the spirit of Christmas shopping!  

Relax in the Tea Room for morning refreshments 

from 9:00 to 10:30 am, or lunch served from 11:00 

am - 1:00 pm.   

 

The Man From Aldersgate 
A one-man play performed by B.J. Johnston, 

compiled from the actual journals of John Wesley. 

Sunday, November 3 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

79 Clinton Street, Concord, NH 03301 

Experience the life and times of John Wesley, the 

man who rode over 250,000 miles to bring spiritual 

renewal to England and America!  

 

New Assistant for District Office 
In the wake of celebrating Patsy Tacker’s ministry 

in the New Hampshire District, and surrounding 

her with our prayers as she responds to God calling 

her in a new direction, I invite you to join with me 

in welcoming our new district Administrative 

Assistant, Sue Faretra.  Sue brings many gifts and 

graces to our ministry in the New Hampshire 

District, and you will be learning more about those 

in the coming weeks.  We ask you to pray for Sue 

in this time of learning, and to greet our new 

Administrative Assistant with all the love and 

enthusiasm for which the New Hampshire District 

and New England Conference is famous! 

~ Rev. Dr. David Abbott, District Superintendent 
 

NH District website: 

www.neumc.org/districts/detail/3 

NE Conference website: www.neumc.org 

United Methodist Home Page:  www.umc.org 

 

New District Director 

of Lay Servant Ministries 
After many years of devoted and diligent service as 

NH District Director of Lay Speaking, Pastor Aaron 

Cox will be passing the torch to Dr. Douglas 

McDonald, who has served as a Certified Lay 

Speaker for many years in the North Haverhill 

UMC.  We are immensely grateful for all the good 

work Aaron has done over the past several years in 

organizing trainings for our district lay speakers, as 

well as all the administrative aspects of this labor-

intensive volunteer role, and know that you will 

join us in praying that God will continue to bless 

his ministry as pastor of Groveton UMC and Stark 

UMC.  

Now, as we look to the unfolding adventure of the 

transformation of lay servant ministries in our 

conference and district, please join me in 

welcoming Dr. Douglas McDonald as the NH 

District Director of Lay Servant Ministries.  You can 

contact him with any questions about becoming a 

lay servant minister, to volunteer to lead courses 

for trainings, to make recommendations for 

training sites, or simply to welcome him aboard 

our amazing district leadership team! 

Contact:    Dr. Douglas McDonald 

P. O. Box 245, North Haverhill, NH 03774 

Phone:  603-747-3415 

Email:  mcdonald4291@yahoo.com 
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United Campus Ministry - continued from page 1 

As many of you know, we moved here in early 

2012 from Athens, in southeastern Ohio. I served 

for 6 years on the board of Ohio University's 

United Campus Ministry. We practiced "radical 

hospitality," and it is still a cornerstone of my faith. 

I think it is especially important for college 

students to understand that whoever they are, 

whatever they do and whoever  

they are becoming, God loves them and so do we.  
 

Thanks to Diane Tiffany, I was able to connect with 

Rev. Grace Burson who is the rector at the Church 

of the Holy Spirit (Episcopal) and Plymouth State 

University campus chaplain for United Campus 

Ministry. UCM has been looking for someone from 

our church to serve on their board for awhile, and 

Grace invited me to attend the board's October 

meeting, which I did on October 10th. Board Chair 

Rev. Margaret Bickford -- a dear old friend of many 

PUMCers -- was in China, so the meeting was run 

by Vice Chair Wavell Fogleman. They will need to 

officially vote me in as a member at a future 

meeting, so I will keep you posted on that.  
  

UCM is funded by individuals as well 

as denominations, but church support has 

plummeted as all mainline churches have struggled 

to pay their own bills, so if you happen to get a 

funding appeal letter from us in late November, 

please consider giving whatever you can. Every 

little bit helps. If you have any ideas for service 

projects that might fit UCM, please let me know, 

and I will take them back to the board. This is a 

chance for PUMC to have more of a presence on 

campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Fall Clean-Up Day at Wanakee 

November 9 from 9:00 - 3:00 
Winter is coming on and it’s time to batten down 

the hatches at Wanakee United Methodist Center in 

Meredith NH.  All levels of skill are welcome to 

help: split wood, clean out the barn to store the 

canoes and bus, and much more. For youth, adults, 

and families. 

Come one, come all - let’s make this the most 

productive work day ever! Lunch will be provided. 

For additional information contact Wanakee 

Director Michael Moore at moordov@aol.com.

 

Plymouth United Methodist Church 

Holiday Bazaar 
Saturday, November 30th  

9:00-2:00 


