
 

 

Pastor Ed has been taking us on a journey of discovery and 
preparation from “Where Do You Belong” to “Living With 
Thanksgiving”, and now “The Power of Everyday Prayer”.  Have 
you figured out where you belong in God’s purpose?  Do you live 
with Thanksgiving?  Do you really know of the power of everyday 
prayer? 
 
I have been thinking a lot about these things. (Yes, my husband 

Normand will tell you that is a scary thing…me THINKING!) 
I have been trying to figure out where I fit in our church, our community, and my life with regards to 
God’s plan for me. I have been trying to listen differently than in the past; listen without 
preconceived notions about the message and without trying to fit the message into my “same old 
way” of doing things. 
 
As Pastor leads us into the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of the Advent season. Wouldn’t it be great to 
be able to just immerse ourselves in this spirit…without all the presents, commercialism, and 
craziness which accompanies the current Christmas season? Is that a far-fetched notion? 
 
My sister has a tradition with her daughter and every “Black Friday” they participate in the “shop 
until you drop” madness of the holiday season.  She tells me she does it for a very important reason: 
she wants to be able to just participate and enjoy the rest of Advent. She enjoys giving gifts, but she 
does not let that practice overshadow or take over her time with God, celebrating the gift of Jesus. 
 
I must admit, I admire her determination and dedication.  I want something similar, however I don’t 
want the “shop until you drop” part--I am tired of stuff, people wanting stuff, people killing 
themselves trying to earn enough money to pay for the stuff, and everything it entails. Does that 
make me a Scrooge?  I don’t think so. I want the gifts that fill my heart and soul. I want to help 
others even if I can’t do anything huge or earth-shattering for them. I want to let the Holy Spirit 
within me reach out and spread God’s love in anyway I can. I feel the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of 
God—and want it for not just a season but always. I pray each and everyone of you find it, too! 
 
I hope you head into Advent with an open heart, open mind, and open 
door—we all know who is knocking! I pray we may all head into Advent 
living with thanksgiving, finding where our church belongs and we belong, 
and practicing the power of everyday prayer while we look forward to the 
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of God has shown by his precious gift—Jesus 
Christ! 
 
Blessings! 
Dee 
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 “Shop Once...Give Twice” 

Local Community Non-Profit Groups  
Saturday, Dec 8th  

9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

at the 

Plymouth United Methodist Church 

334 Fairgrounds Road  *   Handicap-accessible 

 

Handcrafts * Gifts * Cookie Walk  

Luncheon * Activities for Kids 

Stop in and show your support for the good works 
these groups do in our community! 
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Including:  

 CADY  Inc.  
 Keeping You Me & Memories 

Alive  
 Mayhew Program  
 Pemi-Baker Community Health 

Center  
 SERRV items  
 PSU Student Chapter of Habitat 

for Humanity   

 PUMC Women’s Fellowship  
 United Methodist Economic Min-

istry   
 Young Ladies Library Associa-

tion  
 Dragonfly Gift Shop - donating 

the day's proceeds to charity 
 Heifer International 
 Yankee Golden Retriever Rescue 



 

 

 

 

Are You Ready for a Different Kind of 
Christmas? 

 

 Every year, we say we’re going to cut 
back, simplify, and have a family Christmas 
that focuses on the real reason for the 
season – Jesus.  

 But every year, advertisements beckon, 
the children plead, and it seems easier just 
to indulge our wants and whims. 
Overspending, overeating, materialism, 
and busyness rob us of our peace and joy 
and rob Jesus of his rightful role as the 
center of our celebration. 

 This Christmas, cut through the hype 
that leaves you exhausted and broke at the 
end of the year.  

 Instead, experience the peace of 
knowing that God is truly with us, the joy of 
giving sacrificially, and the love of a Savior 
who gave everything he had for us. 

 

Come to church this Advent Season. 
Together we will explore questions like 
these: 

Who gets top billing in our Christmas 
celebrations? 

Who is it that brings light to the darkness of 
the world? 

What does the “perfect” Christmas look like to 
you? 

Is your presence making God more visible in 
the lives of the people that you come into 

contact with on a daily basis? 

What does Jesus want for Christmas? 

 

Advent begins Sunday, Dec. 2nd   
 See you here! 

New Book Study for the Advent 

Season: 

The Journey, by 

Adam Hamilton - 

Travel from 

Nazareth to 

Bethlehem in this 

fascinating look at the birth of Jesus 

Christ. Using historical information, 

archaeological data, and a personal look 

at some of the stories surrounding the 

birth, the most amazing moment in 

history will become more real. What 

does the Christmas story tell us about 

the child whose birth we celebrate? 

What does this story mean for our lives 

today? Led by Diane Randall beginning 

at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 2nd.   
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Fellowship Dinner  
and Yankee Swap 

      

Come one, come all… 
celebrate in fellowship and fun!      

 

When: Saturday, December 1st at 6 pm 

Where: Downstairs in the church 

This is for everyone—families, friends, 
brothers & sisters. 

Bring a potluck dish and a gift for the 
Yankee Swap.  Be sure to mark it 
ADULT or CHILD. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
   

Weekly: 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 – Worship Service & Sunday School 

Mondays at 4:30 – Veterans Support Group 

Wednesdays – Weight Watchers – 9:00-10:30; 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday AM Bible Study w/Roger Kleinpeter, 10:30-12:00 

Wednesday PM Bible Study w/ Pastor Carol Cray, 6:30-8:00 

Friday, Dec. 1st—6 pm 

 Fellowship Supper—Yankee Swap & Caroling 

Saturday, Dec 8 – 9 am-3 pm 

  Alternative Gift Fair; see pg. 2 for details. 

Sunday, Dec. 16th Children’s Pageant 

Saturday, Dec 24th - 6:30 pm  Christmas Eve Service 

 

PRAISE AND PRAYER 

 Healing prayers for Dick Cray who was taken to the hospital 
this week…and for Carol as they deal with his health issues. 

 Continuing prayers for Henry who is recovering but still in 
need of prayer. Hear our prayer, Oh Lord! 

 Some of Steve Randall’s colleagues did not pass their 
qualification exam. Please pray for strength, patience, and 
guidance. 

 Prayers for Carlee’s father as he faces exploratory surgery to 
find the source of his internal bleeding. Pray for strength and 
healing. 

 Healing prayers for Rosalie Downing. She is in the hospital 
(Catholic Medical Center?) waiting to receive a pacemaker. 
Hear our prayers, Oh Lord! 

 Prayers for L. Goodwin who is facing eye problems—healing 
and peace is needed. 

 Carol’s granddaughter, Cameron is off to mission work in 
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Open hearts, open minds, open doors! 

REMEMBER  REMEMBER  REMEMBER 

The 1st Sunday of every month— 

Food for Plymouth Area Community Closet, 
however we will take food any Sunday. 

 

The 2nd Sunday of every month— 

$ collection for the Bridge House Homeless 
Shelter and Voices Against Violence. 

 Africa. Joy and prayers—pray for her safety and 
guidance. 

 Thankful prayers for those who maintain and decorate the 
alter: Donna and Sandy. Praise the Lord! 

 Diane Randall is healing. Continued prayers for healing 
and thanks for improving health. Hallelujah! 

 Specialized doctors are going to visit Lois’ grandson in 
RI. Praise the Lord! 

 Anthony’s sister had a baby boy! Hallelujah! 
 Melissa and her family are very happy that they made it 

into the Educational Collaborative play. They are 
celebrating the 250th birthday of Plymouth—Praise the 
Lord! 

 Pray for Barbara Griffin as she faces another surgery.  
Hear our prayer, Oh Lord! 

 Prayers of thanks for all our family at Thanksgiving and 
for Eunice making it to FL safely.  Hallelujah! 

 Pray for peace in Palestine and Israel.  
 

Hear our prayer, Oh Lord! Hear our prayer, Oh Lord! 
Incline Thine ear to us and grant us Your Peace. Amen 

 
Psalm 107:1 "Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his 
love endures forever." (NIV) 
Psalm 30:2 LORD my God, I called to you for help, and you 
healed me. (NIV) 
Psalm 41:3 The LORD sustains them on their sickbed and 
restores them from their bed of illness. (NIV) 
1 Chronicles 16:11  Seek the LORD and his strength;  seek his 
presence continually! 
Philippians 4:13  I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. 

Rejoice ... celebrations! 

  DECEMBER 

 

 1 Kevin Wolff 

 1 Sarah Wolff 

 2 Chelsea Cushing 

 14 Marilyn Derrickson, 

 14 Sandy Crisp 

 20 Wes Cushing 

 21 Charles Van Hagen 

 22 Colin McIver 


