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How are we the church to the world around us “serving one another with whatever gift each of you has received (from 

God).” (First Peter 4:10) 
 

January was started on Epiphany (January 6) with a “Feast of the King” at the Bridge House (homeless shelter 

in Plymouth). PUMC members brought in dinner to share the evening meal in fellowship with the residents of 

the Bridge House.  Following dinner, we sang Christmas carols and other traditional songs, led by Becky 

McCuin on guitar and Rich Delanoy on mandolin and guitar.  A good time was had by all, and it was a true 

evening of fellowship and celebration of the birth of our King. 

We have an ongoing collection of cleaning supplies for the Bridge House, and give them 10 coupons for a free 

dinner when we have our Saturday suppers.  There are often a few people from the Bridge house that attend 

and we all enjoy the fellowship. 
 

Donna Gorton is now serving on the Board of Directors of Plymouth Area Community Closet (PACC), 

representing PUMC. 

Amy Robison is serving on the Board of United Campus Ministry at PSU, and is an active participant.  She 

keeps PUMC informed of what’s going on through a column in our monthly newsletter. 
 

PUMC donated $127 to the Society of St. Andrew in January, from the Advent collection boxes.  Other 

donations included $74 to Keep the Heat On, from our “oil tank” special collection and $70 to Pemi Baker 

Community Health from the Love Lights tree we hosted during Advent. 

The Souper Bowl kicked off February with a soup and sandwich lunch following church, and the children 

collecting cash donations in soup pot.  PUMC collected 129 food items and $117. 15 in cash, which was 

donated to the PACC food pantry.  Collecting food for the food pantry is an ongoing collection at PUMC. 

The PUMC volunteers at the food pantry (Sandy, Bob and Donna) spoke about the operations of the food 

pantry one Sunday in February. 
 

We now have a movable “Mission Possible” bulletin board, housed in the back of the sanctuary.  This bulletin 

board will serve as a place to post upcoming PUMC mission projects, local non-profit’s “wish lists”, and 

projects church members are involved with that they wish to share.  

Our Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) conducted a successful “Sock it to me!” campaign in the spring, 

collecting about 500 pairs of socks for residents of the Bridge House in Plymouth and other shelters in 

Laconia.  The MYF also collected shoebox items for Operation Christmas Child throughout the year, with a 

specific item or two being identified each month. 
 

In March, we got to know a new non-profit in Plymouth, “Got Lunch Plymouth!”.  This group provides the 

ingredients for healthy lunches during the summer months to families who receive free or discounted lunches 

at school during the school year. Their founder, Margaret Salt, attended our March dinner and spoke at church 

on Sunday.  PUMC collected lunch ingredients from March through August, to be used for packing the lunch 

bags. Several members of our congregations volunteered with the program during the summer months. 
 

A few of us attended an African Celebration at the Wesley Methodist Church in Concord in March, and 

gathered many ideas for our own Imagine No Malaria event to be held in the summer.  It was a wonderful 

opportunity for us to share fellowship with the Concord community and begin our education about malaria 

and the UMC Imagine No Malaria campaign. 

 

 

 

 

 



PUMC participated in the first community Lenten series this spring, and hosted two of the events. 

As a focus on CareNet Pregnancy Center in May, they opened their facilities to us for a tour and conversation 

about the work they do in the community.  We had the baby bottle blessing again this year, raising $23.13, and 

the Director and staff attended the May dinner, and spoke at church. 
 

July saw several of us back on Mayhew Island for an evening with the boys! We had three people attend who 

had not been with us last year.  This is a great opportunity for us to see firsthand the impressive work the 

Mayhew Program does with these boys year round.  The boys enjoyed our company, and we had a great time.  

Two PUMC members were “postcard pals” with a boy during the summer, sending their assigned boy post 

cards of encouragement throughout their time on the island.  
 

August was our busy month!  We hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive on August 9th, which involved setting up 

the basement, providing some food items for the canteen, and providing hospitality services to those 

“presenting” for blood donations.  This went very well and the Red Cross was pleased. There were 34 

presenting donors and 27 pints of blood were collected. The Ad council approved August 8, 2015 for next 

year’s drive. 

Our “Imagine No Malaria” event was held on August 16 and 17. The back field was cleared, a campfire pit 

made, the big tent set up. Volleyball and badminton tents were set up, as well as horseshoes. Our event 

featured a barbeque of hotdogs and hamburgers during the day and early evening, entertainment (Uncle Steve 

Band) under the tent, displays on the UMC Imagine No Malaria campaign,  a couple of our children making 

pipe cleaner mosquitos for other kids to get involved with, a display of a screen house sleeping area crawling 

with mosquitoes, a big church yard sale in the basement, volleyball, badminton and horseshoes being played. 

Those attending thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

That evening, was a church campfire and sleep out along the tree line at the back of the newly cleared land.   

There were 12 people around the campfire in the evening, enjoying conversation, games, music and s’mores!  

Ten people slept in their tents and shared a light breakfast in the church Sunday morning. It was a great time 

of fellowship and getting to know each other better!  Church was held under the tent that morning, which was 

also Pastor Lucas’ last day with us.  We raised a total of $229.60 from this day. 
 

October found us looking at the PACC’s “Keep the Heat On” program.  Sarah Sutherland, Director of PACC, 

was our guest one Sunday and spoke about the work on PACC and the “Keep the Heat On” program.  We are 

still accepting donations to this through our “oil tank bank” in the rear of the sanctuary.  

 We welcome Pastor Ashley Bowler to the mission team and look forward to the mission insights she can give 

us from her experiences at the First UMC of Littleton and Wanakee.  Her idea of hosting church "office hours" 

in a public place demonstrates a desire to reach out to the larger Plymouth community. 
 

A United Methodist Women’s Special Mission Recognition Pin was awarded to Richard (Dick) Fletcher on 

Laity Sunday in October.  Dick does many things to help the church and community.  We can always count on 

Dick to help out! 

Melissa Furbish joined the mission team in October and has brought so much positive energy to us! Her first 

idea was to hold a Mardi Gras celebration on February 6th to benefit the people in New Orleans who are 

rebuilding after Katrina. The celebration will include a New Orleans/Mardi Gras dinner, prepared by 

volunteers using Melissa’s grandfather’s recipes (she is from New Orleans!), music, and children’s games, 

mask making, photography.  To help with the cost of food for this event, Melissa organized a “Fudge to Fight 

Homelessness” fundraiser, whereby the church members take orders for the Mill Fudge Factory fund and all 

proceeds will go to this dinner. Therefore, all of the proceeds from ticket sales at the dinner will go to UMCOR 

and a charity in St. Bernard’s Parish.  The fundraiser has now concluded and 94 boxes of fudge were sold. 

PUMC now has a Facebook page! Melissa created a proposal for the AD council, which was approved in 

November.  This will be a great avenue for connecting with the community. 

 



Our 5th Annual Holiday Bazaar took place on November 22nd and was an amazing time of fellowship. We had 

14 non-profit organizations participate, and 15 crafters. The Pemi Baker Community Health folks hosted a 

popular Luncheon Café.  The Women’s Fellowship held their annual cookie walk, raising $325 to be donated 

to Voices Against Violence.  PUMC held a silent auction and a “re-cycle, re-use” table to benefit our operating 

budget.  The bazaar was well attended and all the comments have been positive.  We are becoming known in 

the community for this bazaar.  This was truly a church effort – so many people were involved in one way or 

another. 
 

We participated in Operation Christmas Child again this year, by filing many shoe box gifts, and several of our 

members volunteered at the Relay Center by packing crates and the big U-Haul truck to go to Laconia. 

December finds us collecting coins for the Society of St. Andrew, hosting a second Red Cross blood drive on 

December 19, the church conference, and a fellowship potluck lunch and Yankee swap. 

The members of the PUMC Mission team in 2015 are Diane Tiffany, Chair, Craig Kidger, Marsha Hall, Chris 

Topham, Melissa Furbish, Pastor Ashley Bowler. I would like to thank Glory Kidger for her many years of 

service on the mission team.   
 

The members of our church have many skills, talents, and strengths and when combined with their warm 

hearts and love for others, they become gifts of God.  These gifts are used to show the love of God in our 

community. We are the church to the world, serving others with the gifts we have received.  It is our prayer 

that we will continue to use these gifts to serve God. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Tiffany, Chair, PUMC Mission Team 

  

  

 


