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Sunday - May 24 

Story on page 8 

The Power of Pentecost 
Celebrating Pentecost Sunday provides the occasion for Christians to 

recognize God’s Holy Spirit at work in the life of the church and in 

the lives of individuals. What is this day? Where does it originate? 

The word Pentecost comes from the Greek word pentecoste, which 

means fiftieth; and on the Christian calendar, Pentecost is the fiftieth 

day after Christ’s resurrection.  

The Christian traditions surrounding Pentecost originate in Acts 2, 

where the gathered disciples experience the presence and power of 

God’s Holy Spirit. The account speaks of a sound ‚like the howling of 

a fierce wind‛ and something like ‚individual flames of fire alighting 

on each one of them‛ (verses 2-3, CEB). The disciples were ‚filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the 

Spirit enabled them to speak‛ (verse 4, CEB). In fulfillment of Christ’s 

promise in Acts 1:8, the disciples received power from the Holy Spirit 

to communicate the good news of Jesus Christ. The Christian world 

views this empowerment as the birth of the church. 
 

Spiritual Gifts 

A powerful and personal way to think about the Spirit is to think 

about spiritual fruit and gifts. In 1 Corinthians 12–14, Paul explains 

that there are many spiritual gifts, but he does not want the 

Corinthians to be elitist and status-conscious about such gifts. 
 

~  continued on page 2 ~ 
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This Month at PUMC 
 

Saturday Ham & Bean Dinners 

May 2 and June 6      4:30 - 6:30 
 

Baked Ham, Homemade Beans, 

Salads, Sides, Breads, Beverages 

and a Buffet of Fabulous Desserts 

Adults  $8; children ages 6-12, $4; 

children under 6, free. 

 

More Money for Mission 
The Administrative Council voted on April 26th to 

change the way we calculate our donation to 

charities from funds raised through the monthly 

dinners to 10% of the gross ticket sales or $50, 

whichever is greater. So invite your families, 

friends, and neighbors to join you at the dinners for 

an evening of good food, warm fellowship, and a 

chance to support some of the good works being 

done by caring non-profits in our community.  

A larger turnout means more money for mission! 

 

Witnessing to the 

Healing Power of Prayer 
The Mission Planning Team has invited Liz 

Swenson to share her story as the Mission Moment 

during our May 17 worship service.  Mission Chair 

Diane Tiffany heard Ms. Swenson speak at last 

year’s Care Net Pregnancy Center banquet.  She 

had had an abortion at some point in her life, and 

has a story about her healing from that abortion 

through the Care Net Bible Study. 

 

 

 

The Power of Pentecost - continued from page 1 
 

Instead, he stresses the Spirit’s freedom to give 

spiritual gifts, which in turn are given not for the 

status of a few but for the benefit and support of 

the whole community. For instance, in the famous  

1 Corinthians 13, love is the greatest spiritual gift of 

all. 
 

The Holy Spirit and Christian Life 

As Christians empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 

grow in a desire to serve God through service and 

mission. That means focusing not only on spiritual 

growth but also works of justice and peace and 

service to the poor, imprisoned, and suffering. 

When we witness or participate in such acts, we 

can be certain that the Holy Spirit is at work. The 

Spirit is both the daily presence of God and the 

way by which we grow as Christians. Pentecost 

Sunday is an excellent time to celebrate the 

presence of the Holy Spirit within us and within 

our churches.  excerpts from an article by Paul Stroble,  

a teacher at Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis and  

an ordained elder in The United Methodist Church;  

via www.ministrymatters.com 

 
 
 

 

~ Baby Bottle Blessings ~ 
A Collection for the Care Net 

Pregnancy Center of Plymouth 
Care Net offers pre-natal services, 

pregnancy support, parent classes and 

mentoring services. Clothing, diapers, 

and baby furniture are offered 

through their GRACE program. They 

do not offer or refer for abortion 

services. www.carenetplymouth.com 
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News from the Pews 
 

Remembering Madeleine 
There will be a memorial service for former 

member Madeleine Van Hagen on Saturday, May 9 

at 11 AM at the Belmont Baptist Church. A 

reception will follow in the Church Recreation Hall. 

Madeleine and Charles’ daughter, Sandy Van 

Hagen, shares "The Plymouth United Methodist 

Church and their friends always meant a lot to 

Madeleine.  I hope you can join us."   

 

 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 4 Richard Fletcher 

 5 Leslie Kellenbeck 

 9 Heather Cassarino 

 10 Charles McLoud 

 12 Steve and Diane Randall 

 15 Addison Allain 

 22 Richard Topham 

 23 Jarrald Griffin 

 

 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 5 Ashley Bowler 

 9 Ruby Furbish 

 12 Beth Allain 

 14 Liz Hodges 

 14 Leonard Sawyer 

 19 Robert Giehl 

 20 Barbara & Jerry Griffin 

 21 Carol Mabin 

 22 Barbara Wellington 

 23 Rosalie Downing 

 27 Diane Daniels 

 28 Beth & Todd Allain 

 29 Aquinnah Allain 

Share your special days with your church family! 

Send birthday and anniversary information to 

the newsletter editor at gkidger@msn.com. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
VETERANS 

Can you name the person who  

served (or is serving) our country..... 
 

1) ...in Germany from 1946 to 1948 in the Army’s 

‚U.S. Constabulary Association‛  

2)...as a corporal in the U.S. Army Air Corps in 

Bangladesh from 1942 to 1945 

3) ...currently in San Diego as a logistic specialist in 

the Navy, ordering the tools needed by mechanics 

to repair helicopters and jets  

4) ...9 years as a U.S. Army medic, both actively in 

Germany, and as a reservist in Manchester, NH 

5) ...for many years as a Wing Chaplain and Lt. 

Colonel in the Civil Air Patrol, an auxiliary of the 

U.S. Air Force 

6) ...during the Vietnam war aboard the U.S. Navy 

ships USS Harlan R. Dickson and USS Wainwright 

as a seaman and storekeeper  
 

Answers on page 9 

 

 

Elizabeth Hodges 
Bachelor of Arts in Music, 

Option: Contract  

Joshua Furbish 
Bachelor of Science in 

Business Administration 
 

 

 

May 25 
Enjoy Your Freedom? 

Thank a Veteran! 



4 
 

 

Working Together 
 

News from the April 26th  

Administrative Council Meeting 

 

Our Double-Duty Pastor! 

Pastor Ashley will continue as our quarter-time 

pastor this summer while also assuming the 

administrative role of Assistant Program Director 

at Wanakee. Thanks to Wanakee Director Michael 

Moore for being flexible with Ashley’s schedule!  
 

A Quiet Sanctuary 

Permission was granted to open the church’s 

sanctuary to the public for a few afternoon hours 

every week for those who are looking for a quiet 

place to pray or reflect. Former Lay Leader Diane 

Randall will work with Pastor Ashley to pick a 

convenient schedule. These times will be 

advertised and need to be coordinated with other 

church activities so that a worshipful atmosphere 

can be respected during those hours. 
 

Can You Assist with Coffee Hour? 

Hospitality Chair Lois McLoud is looking for help 

with providing refreshments for Sunday mornings. 

Call her at 536-9707 with your offers to help and to 

let her know which Sundays you can bring some 

baked treats, fresh fruit, or cheese & crackers. 
 

Check Your Cupboards 

The warming base unit for one of the church’s 

crockpots has disappeared - please check to see if it 

went home with you by mistake. 
 

Caring for the Staff and Congregation 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is 

looking for a few fresh faces to help as they 

negotiate new contracts with our church staff and 

put the finishing touches on the Safe Sanctuary 

Policy, designed to create an environment with 

boundaries of safe space for children, youth and 

vulnerable adults, and the adults who work with 

them. Those interested may contact SPRC Chair Pat 

Topham at 536-2345. 

 
 

PUMC Church  

Directories are in! 

Printed copies will be 

delivered first to those who 

are house-bound or have 

not been able to join us in 

church regularly. The 

remaining copies will then 

be available to others.  

Free-will donations of any amount will be 

accepted. Email our Membership Secretary Dee 

Rainville at deeblack74@yahoo.com to receive an 

electronic copy that you can also save on your 

computer. Please remember that participants gave 

their information with the express promise that it 

would only be shared with our church family, so 

please share accordingly. 
 

Worship Takes Work 

We gather as a church family on Sunday mornings 

for a time of praise, worship, and supportive 

fellowship. Are you aware, though, of how much 

planning needs to take place beforehand to make 

these worship experiences meaningful? 

The Worship Team is looking for folks willing to 

help with planning for a season, a reason, or a 

specific series (i.e. Christmas season, Mother's Day, 

a month-long topic). No commitment is necessary 

to being on a committee for a whole year. 

The team is also looking at re-structuring into a 

form that will best support the pastor’s 

preparations. A new chairperson is needed, as Dee 

Rainville’s interim leadership has come to an end.   

Please prayerfully consider if God is encouraging 

you to lend your creative or organizational talents 

to our church in this area. If you are interested, or if 

you'd like more information on what is needed, 

please speak to Pastor Ashley Bowler.  
 

Maintaining Our Assets 

Now that winter has finally taken a hike, the Board 

of Trustees can begin repairs to areas outside the 

lower level entrance and proceed with plans to 

install a handicap door into the fellowship hall. 
 

Putting Beliefs into Action. 

That’s Church. 
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Giving Together 
 

 
The United Campus Ministry at PSU has asked for 

our help in making baked goods for "Food for 

Finals" - homemade treats to bolster the college 

students while they cram for their year-end exams. 

Parishioners interested in providing batches of 

cookies, squares, or brownies should plan to drop 

them off between 9:00am and noon on Saturday, 

May 9 at the Reflection & Spiritual Care Center, 

located on Highland St., the next building up from 

Citizens Bank. Contact Amy Robison at 481-1235 or 

amybethrobison@hotmail.com with your name, 

phone number, what and how much you will bake. 

  

 
The Methodist Youth Fellowship continues to 

collect cash donations for the Got Lunch! Plymouth 

Program as part of their ‚Tag‛ campaign, inviting 

their families, friends, neighbors, and church 

family to help provide nourishing food for less-

fortunate children this summer. There is also a box 

in the front foyer of the church to accept donations 

of peanut butter, jelly, canned tuna and chicken, 

and mayonnaise. 

 

 
  Join the Challenge to Save 

10,000 or More Lives! 
Your United Methodist Foundation of New 

England announces a $50,000 Matching Challenge 

this spring (April-June 2015) for gifts to "Imagine 

No Malaria". Contributions can be submitted / 

made out to: 

UMC Imagine No Malaria, PO Box 440544, 

Nashville TN 37244 

Please include ‚Plymouth UMC‛ and ‚New 

England Conference‛ on your memo line. 

 
 

The Ladders Thrift Store at the American Legion 

Post 66 at 16 Main Street, Plymouth is looking for 

helpers. There are lots of activities to choose from 

like sorting and pricing donations, and stocking the 

shelves. Whether you can give a couple of hours 

per week or an hour per month, your gift of time 

will be appreciated.  You can make a difference! 

Ladders Thrift exists to support The Bridge House 

Homeless Shelter on Highland Street and the 

Veteran's Center in the American Legion building. 

Hours:  Monday - Saturday 10am to 6pm,    

Sunday 12pm to 4pm. Call (603)238-9016 or 

email bridgehouseinc@gmail.com to learn more. 

www.bridgehouseladders.org 
 

The best gift you could ever give someone is 

your time, because you’re giving them 

something that you’ll never get back. 
 

Wanakee Work Days! 
Saturday May 16 and/or June 6      9am - 3pm 

Please join in for a day of mission while preparing 

Wanakee for an incredible summer camping 

season. Volunteers are needed for all types of jobs 

from yard work to light carpentry. Your skills (and 

most importantly your willingness to work) make a 

major difference in maintaining our conference’s 

camp.  All ages are welcome!  

Projects this spring include painting Rec Hall 

bedrooms and floors, building dock sections, 

finishing repairs and roofing in Site 2, raking and 

gardening, and opening the dining hall. Lunch will 

be provided! Please call or email Wanakee to 

confirm at 279-7950 or mail@wanakee.org. 
Wanakee United Methodist Center 

75 Upper New Hampton Road, Meredith 
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Photo: PSU 

Living into the Community 
 

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison, Board Chair 

United Campus Ministry @ PSU 

 It's a race to the finish line of 

summer! United Campus Ministry 

at Plymouth State University 

(UCM@PSU) spent most of April 

talking with students, focus 

grouping our new mission statement and identity, 

and crowdsourcing for a new name. We've found 

that college students are afraid of the word 

"ministry." In one day, we spoke to over 100 

marketing students. Only two admitted to being 

"religious," and even they said they didn't like to 

talk about it. Thus, in keeping with PUMC's recent 

worship theme, we just have to show them Christ's 

love through our actions. Love, love and more love! 

Like baking homemade treats for Food for Finals 

this semester. "And they'll know we are Christians 

by our love." 

We received 89 entries for our New Name Contest 

from students, staff and community members. The 

board is currently deliberating, and we'll announce 

our new name in the next couple weeks. The author 

of the winning entry will receive a $50 gift 

certificate to the Main St., Plymouth, business of 

his/her choice.  

On the business end of things, we just submitted an 

application for national Episcopal Church funds, 

and in May we'll be preparing a NHEC community 

building grant for our Kindness Cart, which we'll 

debut in the fall. The mobile cart will rove the PSU 

campus dispensing random acts of kindness and 

encouraging students to do the same. May 17th 

brings another of our bi-annual NH UCC special 

offerings, so I've been prepping bulletin inserts and 

other materials for that. Let's pray for a better 

return than the first one last October. And of course 

we'll be tabling -- UCM & PUMC -- at the New 

England UMC Annual Conference in Manchester 

on June 18-20th.  

I have to admit: I'm looking forward to summer 

vacation! But June does bring a very exciting 

development. The PSU administration is so 

supportive of the work we've been doing that they 

invited us to partner with the SAGE Center on a 

program for all the June orientations, encouraging 

freshmen to explore ways we can create a 

compassionate campus community. That means all 

first-year students will have an awareness of 

UCM@PSU when they hit campus in the fall! 

Hallelujah! 

For more information, see the United Campus Ministry 

website at www.plymouth.edu/office/campus-ministry 

 
Speaking Out, Reaching Out 

as Community Partners 
Voices Against Violence, a crisis services agency 

located in Plymouth, has invited PUMC to partner 

with them in the stand against domestic and sexual 

abuse. The Administrative Council responded with 

a unanimous ‚YES‛ on April 26th. 

Called to social activism by our Methodist founder, 

John Wesley, we respond by displaying Voices 

information in our church and sharing it on our 

social media. Donations of money from our April 

dinner and an item to their annual fundraising ball 

will support Voices’ compassionate care for victims 

of abuse in our community.  

 
Joining the Community Conversation 

 

 
Several PUMC members, along with Pastor Ashley, 
attended the First Annual Plymouth Area Share Fair on 
April 23rd. Over 50 community-minded groups and 
organizations gathered to share a meal, stories of their 
work, and network for contact information. This uplifting 
event grew out of town-wide conversations that originally 
began throughout the celebration of Plymouth’s 250th 
anniversary in July 2013.  
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We Are Connected 
 

 

June 18-20, 2015 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 

‚Circle of Hope: Powered by Witness and Service‛ 

is the theme for this year’s Annual Conference, 

which will be June 18-20, at the Radisson 

Downtown in Manchester, NH. This new venue for 

Annual Conference affords possibilities to be 

together in one place in the heart of a city where we 

can witness to the community as we gather for 

prayer, holy conferencing, and fellowship.  

The conference opens with an Act of Repentance 

aimed at acknowledging the harm done to 

indigenous people by the Church. There will also 

be a focus on the UMC membership vows of 

Witness and Service…which will be visible 

throughout the city of Manchester on Thursday as 

we celebrate ‚Change the World Day‛ with acts of 

service and witness in the community.  Bishop 

Gregory Palmer will challenge us to fulfill these 

vows through preaching and Bible study on Friday 

and Saturday.  

New England Conference Bishop 

Sudarshana Devadhar invites 

everyone to share in this annual  

event. ‚Our fellowship together is 

a precious occasion. This year we 

also have the privilege of electing 

delegates for the General and Jurisdictional 

conferences in 2016. As we come together to renew 

our covenant with one another, pray and worship 

together, and make decisions my hope is that the 

Holy Spirit will dwell powerfully in and among us, 

and that we will be attentive to the Spirit’s leading.  

As we meet in the spirit of fellowship, let us love 

one another as Christ first loved us. My expectation 

is that we will come with ‘open hearts, open minds 

and open doors’ as we vision and plan in the name 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.‛ 

A full schedule of events and related registration 

fees can be found on the New England 

Conference’s website (www.neumc.org) or by 

calling the Registrar at 978-682-7676 ext. 133. 

 
5th Annual Miles for Mission: 

Mosquito Stomp 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 at 5:30 

Veteran’s Park, Manchester 

In this final year of the Conference Imagine No 

Malaria campaign, we will take to the streets of 

downtown Manchester to witness to our 

commitment to change the world and to exercise 

our bodies and our minds.   

Registration is $20 per person. Further details are 

on the N.E. Conference website. To help spread the 

word, to become a sponsor, or to volunteer, please 

contact Pastor Scott Masters of Asbury UMC 

(Chesterfield, NH) at PastorScott2007@yahoo.com 

 
“Everything’s Coming Up Flowers!” 

NH District United Methodist Women’s 

Annual Spring Meeting 

Saturday, May 16    9:00 - 3:00 
No. Haverhill United Methodist Church 

Join us for a flowering garden of ideas and feel 

"fresh as a daisy" after viewing our mini play on 

the history of Methodist Church in America. Of 

course, we Methodist women couldn't just sit still 

and wait to see what would grow from the seeds 

scattered by the circuit riders. We had to get our 

hands dirty and work the soil.  

Come and hear about the beginnings of United 

Methodist Women. Through skits, we will show 

how we ‚harvested‛ ideas and extended our reach 

through missions around the world.  

$7 registration due May 4th to NHD UMW 

Treasurer, Nancy Patton, phone: 448-5381,  

email: nbpatton302@comcast.net 

16 Blueberry Meadow Lebanon, NH 03766 
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  Celebrating 75 Years of Hope 
 

When the Earth Rocks, UMCOR Rolls 
 

The United Methodist Church, through its disaster-

relief arm and in conjunction with longtime local 

and international partners and Nepal-based Global 

Ministries missionaries, is responding to the 

devastating earthquake that rocked Nepal April 25. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR), which celebrates its 75th anniversary 

this year, approved a grant of $90,000 for 

international partner GlobalMedic to bring sorely 

needed clean water to survivors through provision 

of household and public water-filtration units. 
 

 
A man runs past damaged houses as aftershocks of an 
earthquake are felt a day after the earthquake in Bhaktapur, 
Nepal April 26, 2015. Rescuers dug with their bare hands and 
bodies piled up in Nepal after the earthquake devastated the 
heavily crowded Kathmandu valley, killing thousands.  
Photo: REUTERS/Navesh Chitrakar 
 

UMCOR is also in conversation with United 

Mission to Nepal (UMN), a partner in community-

based health and education projects in Nepal for 

more than 60 years.  

‚Global Ministries has been in mission with the 

people of Nepal a long time, and that is a great 

grace in this time of need,‛ said Thomas Kemper, 

who heads the organization.  ‚Our long-established 

and current work in the communities, especially 

through UMN, spurs our response.‛  

That response is assisted further by the fact that 

UMN had the foresight to assign one of its officers 

to participate in UMCOR’s most recent regional 

disaster readiness and response training, which 

was just held in the Philippines in February.  

Rev. J. Denise Honeycutt, who leads UMCOR, 

pointed out that the regional trainings ‚fortify our 

partners’ capacity to respond quickly and 

efficiently to crises.‛ 

How You Can Help 

As events and needs continue to unfold in Nepal in 

the aftermath of the earthquake, you can help. 

 Pray for all who have been impacted by this 

emergency: for the people of Nepal, for 

Global Ministries and UMCOR partners at 

work on the ground there, and for Global 

Ministries’ five missionaries and their 

families assigned to serve there.  

 Give to UMCOR International Disaster 

Response, Advance #982450. Gifts may be 

placed in the church offering plate 

(designate with ‚Advance #982450‛) or 

checks may be mailed directly to:  

Advance GCFA, P.O. Box 9068, New York, 

NY 10087-9068. To donate by phone, please 

call 1-888-252-6174. 

 Stay informed. Visit www.umcor.org and 

www.umcmission.org for updates and 

developments regarding Global Ministries’ 

and UMCOR’s response to and 

accompaniment of survivors. 

 

 
Relief supplies, including these Hygiene Kits, are ready at a 
moment’s notice in UMCOR’s Supply Depot in Baldwin LA, 
thanks to material donations from churches across the 
country and volunteer packers, allowing for an immediate 
response when a disaster strikes anywhere in the world. 
Photo by Terri Goldblatt of the North Conway UMC, member 
of the 2011 United Methodist Volunteers in Mission team. 

http://www.umcmission.org/Images/UserUploadedImages/163/nepalearthquake800.jpg
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Summer Camp Fun ! 
 

A letter from Michael Moore, Site Director 

Wanakee United Methodist Center 

‚Hello friends! 

I am excited about the 

summer programs our 

dedicated volunteers and 

staff have planned for 2015, 

and am confident as you 

browse the program guide, 

you will find something that 

excites you as well. 

Wanakee United Methodist Center offers a safe 

environment for kids and a wide variety of 

activities where campers live in community in a 

way that encourages Christian birth, growth and 

renewal. Campers will make new friends, learn 

something new, experience Christian community, 

learn more about their relationship with God, and 

have fun doing it. 

As a former camper,  

I spent time around a 

campfire, made 

crafts, hiked, learned 

to build and fly bottle 

rockets, and swam in 

a lake for the first 

time. I know that an 

experience at camp changes a life forever. 

 AND ... if you are one of those adults who tell us 

they wish they could still attend camp, check out 

our Family Programs and special Retreat Offerings 

at Wanakee that are ongoing throughout the year. 

There’s always a place for you in God’s beautiful, 

spiritual place in the hills!‛ 
 

Week-long camps run from June 28 to August 19. 

Program Guides are available at PUMC or by 

contacting the Wanakee United Methodist Center. 

Phone: 603-279-7950     Email: mail@wanakee.org 

www.wanakee.org 
 

Finances a challenge this year? 

Camperships are available from Wanakee. Contact 

Pastor Ashley for more details, 991-6483. 

 

Answers to “Who’s Who???” - found on page 3 

1) Robert Haskell 

2) Henry Vittum 

3) Kyle Ferland 

4) Danielle Downing 

5) Rev. Philip Polhemus 

6) Richard Fletcher 

How did you do? Want to learn more? Seek out these 

veterans and listen to their stories - and share your own! 
 

Finally..... 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send any corrections to 

Editor Glory Kidger at 536-9620 or 

gkidger@msn.com. 

Next issue:  July/August 2015 
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 Plymouth United Methodist Church 

 334 Fairgrounds Road 

 Plymouth  NH  03264 

 Address Correction Requested 

 

 

 

 

    TO: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is your May / June 2015 newsletter….. 
to receive a full-color copy by email, contact the 

editor at gkidger@msn.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 


