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Pastor Boomsma  

is Headed to Cuba 
 

Lucas will be traveling with his 

Boston University classmates to 

Havana, Cuba on March 7th. 

Based out of a seminary for 10 

days, they will explore the 

island, its colonial history, and 

political influences on the 

church. “I look forward to 

coming back and sharing with 

you the unique ways in which 

Christianity is alive and active 

in Cuba”, he says. 

In Lucas’ absence, the Sunday 

worship services on March 9th 

and 16th will be planned and 

led by our laity.  

In the case of pastoral 

emergencies between March 7th 

and 16th, please contact Lay 

Leader Diane Randall at  

731-1186 or Staff-Parish 

Relations chair, Patricia 

Topham at 536-2345. 

 

 
Begins March 5

th 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Saturday Night 

Dinners are Back! 
 

The Dinner Committee is trying 

something new this year and 

they are asking for your 

support: each month’s dinner 

will have a different menu.  

For Saturday, March 1st, diners 

will have an option of a Ham & 

Bean Plate  or  New England 

Boiled Dinner with Ham; 

salads, desserts, and beverages 

are included.  
 

Specific donations needed for 

this dinner: ham, beans, salad, 

cabbage, onions, carrots, rolls, 

and desserts. For more 

information, please call  

Lois McLoud at 536-9707. 
 

Your help is also needed to 

serve at the dinner and/or clean 

up afterwards. Remember that 

funds raised through this 

dinner help to develop our 

church’s ministries and 

outreach. Invite your families, 

friends, and neighbors. Spread 

the word into the community. 

$8 for adults, $4 for children 

ages 6-12, children under 6 free; 

dinner starts at 4:30. 10% of the 

proceeds from this dinner will 

be donated to the Got Lunch 

Plymouth program to feed 

needy school children during 

their summer vacation.
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Lenten Opportunities 
 

Come Alive This Lenten Season 
by Pastor Lucas Boomsma 

Watching the Winter Olympics has given us all a 

wonder at the joy that winter games can bring, but 

now that they are over, I feel it is safe to look 

toward spring! With the start of spring, comes 

Easter. We will be starting our journey toward the 

cross on the second week in March with our Ash 

Wednesday program at the church.  

Ash Wednesday reminds us of our own mortality 

and sinfulness through the imposition of the ashes. 

The next 40 days culminate in the greatest gift the 

world has ever known, the sacrifice of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  

I welcome you to come to the services at the 

Plymouth United Methodist Church, as we explore 

the “Living Stone”. I pray that we can all grow 

together during this season of Lent. It is a time of 

reflections and immeasurable grace. Come alive 

with us. 

 
March 5   6:30 p.m. 

Rev. Bill Torrey, Worship Leader 

 
Lenten Study Series: 

Forgiveness and Peace 
Having trouble forgiving someone?  Has someone 

not forgiven you?  Join Pastor Lucas Boomsma and 

Lay Leader Diane Randall in a Lenten Study series 

using “Forgiveness: Finding Peace Through Letting 

Go” by Adam Hamilton. See how the scriptures can 

help us through the hurt. Learn from other real life 

stories. Learn what can happen to you if you have 

not forgiven others. Four Saturdays in Lent at 

12:00. Please bring your own brown bag lunch; a 

beverage will be provided.  

The starting date has been changed since this series 

was first advertised. Come & explore these topics: 

March 15 - The Divine Answer 

March 29 - For Better, For Worse 

April 12 - Seventy Times Seven 

April 19 - The Dreamcoat 

Free books are available if you contact Diane at 

731-1186 by Sunday, March 2nd.  

 

 
“A Sampling of Spiritual Practices” 

Tuesday Evenings     5:30 - 7:00  

PUMC will join with the Episcopal Church of the 

Holy Spirit, Plymouth Congregational, and St. 

Matthew’s Roman Catholic churches to host a 

series Lenten dinner programs. Together we will 

explore different spiritual practices, designed to 

enhance our prayer lives. Everyone in the 

community is welcome to participate. All sessions 

are on Tuesdays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. and include a 

simple supper of soup and bread; locations vary 

from week to week. Here is the full schedule: 

March 11, at the Episcopal Church of the Holy 

Spirit (Griswold Hall, 263 Highland Street),  

Rev. Grace Burson leads “Praying in Color” 

March 18, at Plymouth United Methodist Church 

(334 Fairgrounds Road), Lois Grant leads 

“Christian Yoga” 

March 25, at St. Matthew's Roman Catholic Parish 

(11 School Street), Deacon Mike Guy leads in the 

Stations of the Cross 

April 1, at Plymouth UMC, Diane Randall leads 

“Spiritual Storytelling” 

April 8, at the Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit 

(Griswold Hall, 263 Highland Street), 

Rev. Paulo Franca (of Plymouth Congregational 

United Church of Christ) leads “Being Human: A 

Lenten Practice” 

If school in Plymouth is cancelled due to weather 

on any of these Tuesdays, the program will also be 

cancelled. If in doubt about whether the program 

will happen, call Rev. Grace Burson at 996-1490. 
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News from the Pews 
 

Change of Date for Acolyte Training  
Children of all ages interested in serving as an 

acolyte during Sunday worship services are invited 

to attend training sessions with Sandy Haskell for 

an hour following worship services, now scheduled 

for Sundays, March 16 and 23. 

Acolytes carry a flame to the altar candles at the 

beginning of the worship service, symbolically 

bringing the light of Christ’s spirit into our 

gathered community, and return at the end of the 

service to carry the symbol of Christ’s spirit out 

into the world. For further details, contact Sandy at 

536-4723. 
 

 
The help of a few caring adults would be greatly  
appreciated in the church’s Nursery Room during 
Sunday worship services, giving the children’s 
parents a chance to worship together. Two adults 
are needed each week to fulfill our “safe sanctuary” 
pledge (unless it’s a parent taking care of their own 
children). There is a sound system available so you 
can still listen to the worship service going on in 
the sanctuary. Your only payment - lots of smiles 
from our smallest church members! 
 

 
Join Donna Gorton and Becky McQuin in singing at 
the Mountain Ridge Center in Franklin, every other 
Sunday afternoon from 3:00-4:00. Next scheduled 
visit is on March 9th. A program of Celtic Irish 
music will be performed. Bring your favorite 
musical instruments. Contact Donna Gorton at 960-
1047 for carpool information.   

Labels for Education: 
Supporting Our Local Kids 

 
The Women’s Fellowship continues to collect Box 

Tops For Education and Labels for Education to 

donate to Plymouth Elementary School. Through 

these programs, the school can earn free books, art 

and athletic equipment, and curriculum guides. 

Complete listings of labels and boxtops you can 

save are at the back of the church next to the blue 

coffee can. You can also visit these websites for 

more information: www.boxtops4education.com 

and www.labelsforeducation.com. 

Your support may already be in your kitchen 

cupboard! 
 

Save Your Stuff! 
The Women’s Fellowship is having a Yard Sale on 

Saturday, May 10th. Donated items are welcome. 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Carolyn Sawyer 

8 Robert Haskell 

8 Sandy & Bob Haskell’s 25th ! 

13 Donald Smialek 

13 Melissa Furbish 

13 Mya Furbish 

22 Fletcher Hall 

22 Ginny Woods 

24 Glory Kidger 

26 Darcy Cushing 

 

 
Following on the heels of February’s fun pajama 

party, a Methodist Youth Fellowship planning 

meeting is scheduled for Sunday March 9th 

following the worship service. For more 

information, contact Heather Cassarino at 536-5099. 
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The work of the church is shared by many who 

work behind the scenes to carry out our ministries 

and maintain our facility so that we have a base 

from which to reach out to be Christ’s hands and 

feet in our community. If you are interested in 

helping any of these work areas, please contact the 

chairperson listed.  

 

Reported at the February 16th  

Administrative Council Meeting 

Administrative Council Chair,  

Anthony Cassarino, 536-5099 
 

* Christian Education: kids from the Gateway 

Alliance church down the street are planning to 

join the Methodist Youth Fellowship kids from 

PUMC for their “Sock It to Me” campaign to collect 

socks for the homeless. Together, kids from both 

churches will work throughout the year to prepare 

for this fall’s Operation Christmas Child shoebox 

collection. Heather Cassarino, chair, 536-5099. 
 

* Adult Education: plans are in the works for a 

Lenten Study series based on Adam Hamilton’s 

book “Forgiveness”. See details on page 2. 

Lay Leader Diane Randall, chair, 731-1186. 
 

* Mission Team: new bulletin board at the back of 

the sanctuary used to highlight local non-profits 

who need help with their programs, and an 

opportunity to share stories from your volunteer 

experiences; mission focus for March is the Got 

Lunch! program that feeds school age children 

during the summer when they don’t have access to 

school lunches. Diane Tiffany, chair, 536-2822. 
 

* Staff-Parish Relations Committee: met on 

Sunday, Feb 9th with Dr. Wanda Stahl, Pastor 

Boomsma’s advisor and evaluator, to talk about 

what we are expected to provide for Lucas and 

what he is expected to do for us. There were many 

positive comments, including an appreciation for 

the cohesive format of the Sunday worship 

services. Patricia Topham, chair, 536-2345. 

* Worship Planning Team: additional members or 

helpers are needed to assist this busiest of 

committees! The  Membership Directory is almost 

done. The previously-approved draft of a Safe 

Sanctuary policy is being reviewed so it can be 

presented for final approval by the church.  

Members from PUMC have joined pastors and 

deacons from the Episcopal, Congregational, and 

Catholic churches in town to plan a series of 

community dinner meetings during Lent. [See  

page 2 for details.] Sandra Haskell, chair, 536-4723. 
 

* Treasurer’s Report: our bills are paid-to-date, 

though there is not quite enough unrestricted 

money in the checking account to pay the large 

propane bill that is due at the end of the month. 

Lack of fundraising dinners during the winter 

months puts a strain on cash flow. Approval was 

given to use the saved $1,255 of “Rainy Day” funds 

that are held in the checking account for just such 

an occasion. “Rainy Day” funds will again be saved 

aside, when cash flow allows, to the sum of $1,000. 
 

* Finance Committee: is working on getting quotes 

from area propane suppliers to get a competitive 

price, and discuss pre-buy or budgeted purchase 

plans. A Stewardship Campaign is needed.  

Steve Randall, chair, 731-6247. 
 

*Trustees: have been working on various indoor 

maintenance items and are planning to tackle a 

drainage issue at the lower-level entrance door 

once the ground thaws out. They are looking to 

establish 1-, 3-, and 5-year goals for facility 

maintenance and site upgrades, including usage of 

the remaining acreage behind the church building. 

They voted to purchase 2 roadway signs to 

advertise where PUMC is located; one to be located 

at the Main St. entrance to Fairgrounds Rd. and one 

to be placed on the Tenney Mountain Highway, 

subject to funds availability and town approval. 

Neil McIver, chair, 536-2078. 
 

“For in the same way that one body has so many 

different parts, each with different functions; we, 

too, the many, are different parts that form one 

body in the Anointed One. Each one of us is joined 

with one another, and we become together what we 

could not be alone.      Romans 12:4-5 (The Voice) 
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In Our Community 
 

Gt Lunch!  
 

Got Lunch! Plymouth is a community program 

designed to help children in our community who 

qualify for federal assisted lunches in the Plymouth 

schools during the summer months when no 

money or food is provided. During the summer of 

2013, we began this program with 45 children and 

ended the season packing and delivering lunches to 

62 children from 26 families. It is anticipated that 

this program will be serving over 100 children for 

the summer of 2014. 

Starr King Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is 

donating food storage space and a large room for 

packing activities. Then during the summer 

volunteers from the Plymouth community come 

together on Monday mornings to pack and deliver 

5 days worth of lunch foods for each school-age 

child that is enrolled in the program. 

The basic menu is chicken, tuna, and celery one 

week and peanut butter and jelly the following 

week. To this are added milk or juice, fresh 

vegetables, fresh fruits, bread, and a variety of 

canned food. 

Additional support of this program was provided 

in 2013 by Hannaford, Longview Farm, D Acres, 

NH Food Bank, Community Guaranty savings 

Bank, and the NH Electric Cooperative Foundation. 

Plymouth UMC can help by collecting peanut 

butter & jelly, canned tuna, canned chicken, and 

mayo. Cash donations are always welcome as well 

as volunteers willing to pack and deliver the lunch 

bags. 

Margaret Salt and Nancy Chaddock, co-chairs 

Got Lunch Plymouth  

P.O. Box 337, Plymouth NH 03264 
 

 
More information is available  
in the church’s front foyer. 

  
Letters Received 

 

 “Dear Plymouth United Methodist Church, 

You helped make it happen! Due to your support, 

and the support of our community as a whole, our 

Ninth Annual Keep the Heat On! Fuel Assistance 

Fundraiser was a great success. This continued 

effort to help our neighbors in need is a large 

undertaking, but well worth the effort. As you 

know, all proceeds benefit the fuel assistance 

program of the Plymouth Area Community Closet. 

This year our goal was $40,000 and WE DID IT! On 

behalf of Plymouth Area Community Closet and 

Plymouth Area Democrats, the organizer of this 

event, we thank you for your generosity and your 

support. We hope to see you next year at our 

special 10th Annual Keep the Heat On! event and 

reach a new goal of $50,000!” 

~Volunteers with the PACC  
[PUMC donated $228 to the Keep the Heat On! program 

between Oct. 2013 and Jan. 2014] 

~~~~~~~~ 
“The Plymouth Area Community Closet Food 

Pantry numbers are increasing weekly with an 

average of 80+ families coming in for assistance, 

which equates to 240 meals per week that we are 

distributing. Our number has doubled over the last 

6 months due to families being out of work and 

unable to find jobs.  With the decline in the amount 

of federal food assistance from the USDA and with 

the declining amount of food at the NH Food Bank, 

we are dependent on our communities to 

contribute and organize food drives for our Food 

Pantry.   

 Our priority is to collect canned vegetables such as 

green beans, corn, beets, peas, etc.  We can also use 

spaghetti sauce and paste, canned fruit, canned 

beans. 

Any assistance is appreciated from our community 

partners, friends, and neighbors to help us out at 

this time of need.” 

Sarah Sutherland, President 

 

Helping Our 

Neighbors 

 in Need 
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Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison 

United Campus Ministry at PSU had two special 

guests attend our February board meeting. Erica 

Sylvester and Kasey Moccio are the founders of 

White Mountain Fitness Mission. It's a cardio dance 

exercise regimen that combines movement, 

community and spirituality. The Plymouth 

Congregational Church has agreed to donate space 

to host the classes which start March 12th at 4:30 

p.m. The really exciting thing about this outreach 

program is that it is 100% donation based. No one 

is ever turned away because of inability to donate. 

For the month of March, all donations will be 

passed along to UCM at PSU and the Plymouth 

Area Community Closet. Check out White 

Mountain Fitness Mission on Facebook, or better 

yet, attend a class and see what everyone is raving 

about! 

As always, if you have ideas for campus 

community outreach or spiritual experiences, 

please share them with me, and I'll pass them along 

at the next UCM board meeting! 
 

 

Around the NH District 
 

Imagine No Malaria Event 

Saturday March 15, 2014,  

3:30pm - 7pm   Wesley UMC in Concord 
This multicultural event will celebrate the African 

culture while raising awareness and funds for 

Imagine No Malaria through displays and 

presentations. With the participation of the 

Concord African community singing, dancing, and 

sharing their personal stories of life with malaria, 

as well as brief videos filmed in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, we will express that we are 

brothers and sisters in Christ and stress the 

importance of eliminating deaths from malaria 

halfway around the world. 

Wesley UMC has graciously agreed to host this 

event and a light supper (soup and bread) will be 

served from 6-7p.m.  

For more information about the event, contact 

Concord UMC’s Sandy Fisher at 603-746-3729.  
 

“Bonded In Love:  

Together We All Serve” 
The Leadership Academy of the NH District 

 

Saturday, March 22, 2014 

8:30am - 3:30pm      Wesley UMC, Concord 

 

The New Hampshire District office listens to its 

congregations throughout each year, and then 

plans a day to come together for fellowship and 

learning opportunities. This event is open to 

anyone interested in discovering the purpose of our 

individual and communal walks with Christ.   

 
The key note address by Ken Sloane, Director of 

Stewardship for the United Methodist Church, is 

entitled, "Are We Raising Funds or Raising General 

Disciples?" It will discuss ways that local churches 

can shift the focus from stewardship to creating a 

culture of generosity.   
 

Other workshops include: 

"Telling the Church's Story" - how connectional 

giving makes a difference. 

"Consumerism and the Christian" - whose values 

are reflected in how we spend our money? 

"Generosity in Emerging Generations" - what can 

we expect from people under 40? 

"Freed Up Financial Living" - a curriculum that 

local churches can offer to help people learn to 

manage their personal money. 

 Fishnets Christian bookstore will be available with 

Specials of the Day. 
 

The COST is only $12 (scholarships are available 

through the district office if needed) and includes 

lunch and snacks provided by the Wesley UMC 

youth who are raising funds for their summer 

mission trips.    

Please contact the NH District Office at 

nhdistrict@neumc.org or 603-225-3455 to register. 
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United Methodists Are Connected 
 

The New UMC.org is Here! 
The people of The United Methodist Church have a 

newly redesigned digital home, UMC.org.  

The denomination’s website not only has a fresh 

look, it’s also more functional. With improved 

search capabilities and better organization, finding 

information and staying informed is simpler than 

ever. It’s also more visual, mobile-friendly and 

easier to connect with others through our social 

channels. More than 350,000 people visit UMC.org 

each month. 

The brand new UMC.org will continue to provide 

up-to-date news from around the globe, including 

exclusive stories, thought-provoking commentaries 

and award-winning photos. Visitors will find more 

resources and a stronger focus on improving their 

spiritual lives .     [excerpted from www.umc.org] 

 

         
The 2014 Interpreter is a magazine for all active 

United Methodists who live their faith. With each 

turn of the page, you will find stories relevant to 

United Methodists all over the world, ideas easily 

turned into actions. See what your brothers and 

sisters in Christ are sharing, teaching and revealing. 

Belong to the Interpreter community of lay and 

clergy church leaders, active members, other 

believers and seekers. You can borrow the church’s 

copy or sign up online to receive a digital copy. 
UM Communications, www.umcom.org 

 

People Need 

help and hope 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Sunday, March 30 
 

Underwriting the Mission Work of the  

United Methodist Committee on Relief 

U.M.C.O.R. is at Work in the World 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) is a non-profit organization dedicated to 

alleviating suffering around the globe, providing 

humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural 

disaster disrupt life to such an extent those 

communities are unable to recover on their own.  

UMCOR’s work reaches people in more than 80 

countries, including the United States, with not 

only temporary relief but long-term education, 

training, and support. 

The One Great Hour of Sharing collection on March 

30th pays for the administration costs of running the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief. When 

disaster strikes, UMCOR is ready to respond with 

100% of designated donations going to the projects 

that donors specify. 

 

 

 

The New 

Interpreter 

Magazine 

is a Hit with  

United Methodists 

Around the World 
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Whatcha Reading? 
 

Editor: Newsletter readers were recently asked to share a 

brief description of an inspiring book they had read and 

what the book meant to them, as a means to encourage 

others on their faith journey. This was the response. 
 

Radical Integrity: 
The Story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

by Michael Van Dyke 
 

I had heard Bonhoeffer’s name 

mentioned at conferences.  My 

curiosity was aroused and thus 

Radical Integrity became my bedside 

book:  why would a noted theologian 

and pastor join a group to 

assassinate Hitler? 

Born and raised in Germany of professional well-

know parents, Dietrich decided at the age of twelve 

to become a theologian.  The story takes the reader 

through his theological journey and his mentors.  

When the church caved in to Hitler’s demand to 

recognize him as God, many pastors did.  Dietrich 

was disappointed in his fellow pastors who did not 

move the church back to God.  Ultimately, Dietrich 

joined a small group planning to assassinate Hitler. 

I am left with the question: Can I take my belief in 

God and stand against something so evil, even if it 

means my life?  I am not sure, and I give thanks to 

God that I have never been tested to that degree. 

[submitted by Diane Randall] 

 
The Time Keeper 

by Mitch Albom 
 

In a compelling fable about the first 

man on earth to count the hours, the 

inventor of the world's first clock is 

punished for trying to measure 

God's greatest gift. To redeem 

himself, he has to teach two earthly 

people the true meaning of time: one a teenage girl 

who is about to give up on life, the other a wealthy 

old businessman who wants to live forever. To save 

himself, he must save them both.  

I enjoy Mitch Albom’s storytelling style. He leads 

you along with great imagery, drops a pearl of 

wisdom, and moves on. You have to pay attention 

in order to catch the thought-provoking point he’s 

trying to make. I was expecting to reach the 

obvious conclusion you might think of when you 

read the book’s description above - that we should 

all “live in the moment”. Yet he also weaves in 

some spiritual and end-of-life truths, as in this 

exchange between two of the main characters near 

the end of the book: 

“There is a reason God limits our days.” 

“Why?” 

“To make each one precious.” 

Isn’t this so true? Now when I look at a clock to 

check the passing of time, I sometimes stop and ask 

myself if I am living the current moment to its 

fullest potential. 

[submitted by Glory Kidger] 

 
Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth 

by Reza Aslan 
 

This is one of the books I have started 

to read. It has been recommended by 

several members of my Book Group 

and gives a different perspective of 

Jesus and the history of his time; not 

taking the Bible so much as a literal 

record of events, but balancing the Jesus of the 

Gospels against other historical records of the 

times. 

Synopsis from the book’s description:  

“Sifting through centuries of mythmaking, Reza 

Aslan sheds new light on one of history’s most 

influential and enigmatic characters by examining 

Jesus through the lens of the tumultuous era in 

which he lived: first-century Palestine, an age 

awash in apocalyptic fervor. He describes a man 

full of conviction and passion, yet rife with 

contradiction. Aslan explores the reasons why the 

early Christian church preferred to portray an 

image of Jesus as a peaceful spiritual teacher rather 

than a politically conscious revolutionary. And he 

grapples with the riddle of how Jesus understood 

himself, the mystery that is at the heart of all 

subsequent claims about his divinity.” 

         [submitted by Craig Kidger] 

 

 

 

What have you been reading? You are invited to share 

your book reviews in next month’s newsletter. 

 


