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Coin boxes for the Society of 

St. Andrew will be collected 

 Sunday, January 4 
 

Your gifts will help this 

national nonprofit hunger-relief 

ministry distribute fresh, 

nutritious food to critical 

feeding agencies across the 

United States at no cost to the 

agencies or the hungry people 

they serve. For more 

information, go online to 

www.endhunger.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Plymouth United 
Methodist Church 

334 Fairgrounds Road 
Plymouth NH  03264 

Phone:  603-536-1941 
www.plymouthumc.wordpress.com 

 
Ashley Bowler,  
 Supply Pastor 

Elizabeth Hodges,  
Music Director 

 
 

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion:  
1st Sunday of the month 
Wednesday Bible Study: 

10:00 - 12:00 

 
Next Newsletter Deadline:  

25th of January 
Glory Kidger, editor 

gkidger@msn.com,  536-9620 
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Window to the World 
The Newsletter of the Plymouth United Methodist Church                                                      January 2015 

The Work of Christmas 

is Just Beginning 
 

"When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back  

with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 

To make music in the heart." 
  

~ Dr. Howard Thurman (1899-1981), African American author, philosopher, 

theologian, educator and civil rights leader, was Dean of Chapel at Howard 

University and Boston University.      via www.rethinkchurch.org 
Above photo: Pastor Ashley Bowler and Melissa Furbish, Christmas Eve service,  
by Steve Furbish 
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News from the Pews 
 

Happy New Year! In the months 

since October, I have had so 

much fun with the PUMC 

congregation. I am thankful for 

the love and support I have 

received from this church as I 

learn, and we all laugh taking a 

step every week in our faith journeys together. In 

just the past couple months we’ve hosted multiple 

Church Suppers that brought in many regular 

locals as well as people all the way from Concord! 

We have hosted a Red Cross Blood Drive and the 

Holiday Bazaar which happened to be a hit that 

brought in a whole bunch of groups and town folks 

hungry for good food, holiday gifts and support to 

a worthy cause.  

Despite the brown landscape the children brought 

the joy of a fresh snow angel when they performed 

their Christmas Presentation, sharing their musical 

talents. I look forward to 2015 with eagerness and 

excitement. The engines are rumbling as we 

prepare for the many adventures this new year will 

bring us.  

Much Love and God Bless,  

Ashley 
 

 
 

Warm Hearts, Warm Hands 
The Emergency Department at Speare Memorial 

Hospital is again sponsoring a tree through the 

month of February to supply winter wear to keep 

community members warm. Donations of new 

(handmade or purchased) hats, mittens, gloves, 

scarves, and warm socks may be dropped off at the 

Emergency Room or Front Desk at Speare or bring 

them to church and give to Speare volunteers, 

Carol Mabin or Glory Kidger to drop off for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
“To the Plymouth United Methodist Youth Group - 

Douglas, Aquinnah, Maddox, Lauren, Joshua, 

Addison, Mya, Fletcher, Ruby, Reese, Niko, and 

Olivia:     Bridge House thanks all of you from the 

bottom of our feet for your generous donation of 

socks for Bridge House participants.” 

Holly Cormiea, House Manager 

[The Bridge House Shelter was one of the beneficiaries of 

the MYF’s “Sock it to Me! Campaign in 2014.] 
 

 
From Liz Hodges, Music Director,  

following the December 21st Worship Service: 
 

 “I am blessed beyond belief with the Adult Choir 

at the Methodist Church. There may be 4 or 5 of us, 

but your voices and kind hearts have changed 

everything. The new ideas you give and share have 

been wonderful. Only 2 months ago we were 

starting as a new choir, and today, when you sang 

the two songs a capella just to see if you could do it 

without the piano, it brought tears to my eyes. I 

cannot tell you how proud I am as a teacher. And 

of you.” 

Notes and Letters 

Received 

 
Birthdays 

7 Niko Furbish 

19 Sally Lenentine 

“To our Secret Santas:   

Today our family was blessed 

immensely! We know God filled 

your hearts with the spirit of giving, 

and you have honored Him with 

your generosity. We are so grateful 

for your love and thoughtfulness 

during this time and all year round. 

We are humbled to say the least, and 

praise God for the blessings and gifts 

we receive through you, our church 

family, in His name. Merry 

Christmas! May He in return bless 

you and your families ten-fold in the 

coming year! Thank you!”  

Love, the Furbish family- Josh, 

Melissa, Mya, Ruby & Niko.  12/18/14 
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Living into Community 
 

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison, Co-Chair 

United Campus Ministry @ PSU 
 

On behalf of United Campus 

Ministry at PSU, let me express 

our gratitude for PUMC's 

generous donation of $45 from the 

November supper proceeds! It was 

counted as part of our annual Winter Fund Drive 

and, so, will be matched by our anonymous 

benefactor. We truly appreciate your continued 

financial support, but more than that, we are so 

touched by the many ways you, as a congregation, 

show us that you value the work we do -- your 

interest, care, concern and prayers are our greatest 

blessings! 
 

Things may be quiet around campus this time of 

year, but UCM@PSU is embarking upon an 

important journey of self discovery. On January 

15th, we will hold a Re-Visioning/Strategic 

Planning work session to determine who we are, 

who we want to be, and where we are going. It's 

been a long time since our organization tackled 

these questions, and it's important to have a firm 

sense of self in the ever-changing 

social/political/spiritual landscape of campus 

ministry. We will work to define our mission and 

priorities, set goals and make plans to achieve 

them. We ask for your prayers during this time of 

thoughtful discernment.  
 

As always, if you have any suggestions for campus 

community outreach or spiritual experiences, 

please share them with me, and I'll pass them along 

at the next UCM board meeting. Wishing you 

peace and blessings in the new year! 
 

For more information, see the United Campus Ministry 

website at www.plymouth.edu/office/campus-ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lay Servant Ministry Training 
Saturdays, January 10 & 24     8:30am - 4:30pm 

Trinity UMC, 18 Lancaster Road, Whitefield, NH 

Both the Basic Lay Ministry Course and an 

Advanced Course, “Go Preach”, will be 

offered.  The registration fee is $15. The White 

Mountain Parish will cover the cost of books and 

other training materials. Lunch and snacks will be 

available. There is a class limit of 14, so contact 

Aaron Cox at 603-444-6388 or email at 

ascox@roadrunner.com ASAP.  

The Basic Lay Ministry course focuses on the many 

ways lay servants are called to be in ministry 

through such things as preaching, leading, 

teaching, serving, proclaiming the Gospel, disciple-

making, storytelling, and growing through 

spiritual formation. The book introduces the 

purposes of lay servant ministries as caring, 

leading, and communicating - handy interpersonal 

tools for church work AND for your personal and 

business relationships. 

 

Unearth Your Talents, Share Your Gifts 
As we look forward to the ministries we will grow 

next year, we need a few key leaders to guide our 

way. These positions are open as of January 1: 
 

 Worship Team Chairperson - with the 

pastor, organize and lead the team that 

plans Sunday services. 

 Lay Leader - the primary lay representative 

of the laity in our church, advises the 

church council of opportunities for ministry 

that will improve the quality of life in our 

congregation, meets regularly with the 

pastor to discuss the state of the church and 

the opportunities for ministry; also serves 

on the Administrative Council. 

 Additional members of the  Staff-Parish 

Relations Committee, handling the  human-

relations matters of the staff and 

congregation, and hiring of sub-contractors. 

 Additional members of the Trustees, 

responsible for maintaining the assets of the 

church building and property.  
 

Contact Pastor Ashley Bowler or Administrative 

Council Chair, Anthony Cassarino (536-5099), to 

volunteer or to get more information. 

Stewardship:  All the gifts of life come from God and 

are meant to be poured out, through our living, upon 

others. Paul states this directly in 2 Corinthians 4:5-7, 

when he says, "We have this treasure in clay jars, so 

that it may be made clear that this extraordinary 

power belongs to God and does not come from us." 

How will you use what you have been given? 
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Giving Together 
 

Global Day Dedicated  

to Giving Back 
United Methodists once again responded with 

extravagant generosity on UMC #GivingTuesday. 

On December 2, 2014, more than $2.5 million was 

donated online through The Advance to support 

mission and ministries around the world.  

The denomination’s General Board of Global 

Ministries matched the first $1 million in gifts to 

help build excitement and leverage donations.  

More than 770 projects and missionaries received 

gifts, with donors from 25 countries giving 

generously. The Advance is the designated giving 

channel of the United Methodist Church.  

Noting that donors can partner with Advance 

projects and missionaries throughout the year, 

Thomas Kemper, who leads Global Ministries, said, 

“Having one day when United Methodists from 

around the world are united around giving shows 

the strength of the denomination’s connection and 

makes a difference in the lives of the people they 

touch.” 
 

A full report of projects that were supported and the gifts 

that Global Ministries matched is available at 

www.umcmission.org. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is Your Treasure? 
 

On Sunday, January 4th, we will begin a church-

wide study and worship emphasis called Treasure: 

A Stewardship Program on Faith and Money, based on 

Jesus’ words, “Where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). 

Over a period of four weeks, we will look at the 

many ways that our treasure (time, energy, money) 

affects our hearts. We will consider how financial 

challenges in our personal lives affect our 

relationships with people and with God. We will 

see how giving helps to determine the way we feel 

and act. If you have stress related to money or feel 

there may be more that God is calling you to do 

with your resources, this will be a helpful study. 

At the end of the four weeks, we will have the 

opportunity to make personal commitment pledges 

to the Plymouth United Methodist Church for the 

coming year, not just of monetary gifts, but in the 

ways that we will serve and uphold the program 

ministries of the church.  

We’ll also have an opportunity to express what 

new programs we’d like to see started at PUMC. 

All of us will receive commitment cards in the mail, 

and the cards will also be available on Sunday 

mornings. We can fill out these cards and bring 

them to worship on Sunday, January 25th. 

Net Income raised through monthly 

fundraising dinners in 2014:  $3,939,  

affording us the opportunity to give a total 

of $394 to these charitable organizations:  

Got Lunch! Plymouth, Voices Against 

Violence, Care Net Pregnancy Center,  

Camp Wanakee, The Mayhew Program,  

the Faith Hope & Love Foundation,  

Keeping You Me & Memories Alive,  

the Plymouth Area Community Closet,  

and United Campus Ministry at PSU. 
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Celebrating God’s Blessings 

A Look Back at our 2014 Ministries 
 

In preparation for our Annual Church Conference 

in December, Mission Planning Team Chairperson, 

Diane Tiffany, compiled a detailed reporting of the 

many ways that the Plymouth United Methodist 

Church worked throughout the year to fulfill our 

call to “serve one another with whatever gift each 

of you has received.” (1 Peter 4:10) The report was 

too long to include in its entirety - which is a 

celebration in itself of how busy we were! A full 

copy of Diane’s report is available in the 

Committee Reports binder in the upstairs kitchen 

of the church or upon request to the newsletter 

editor at gkidger@msn.com. Here are a few 

highlights: 
 

Serving With Our Neighbors, 

Outside Our Church Walls 
 

Bringing gifts of food and music, several members 

shared an evening of warm fellowship with the 

residents and staff of the Bridge House Shelter on 

January 6th as we celebrated a “Feast of the King”. 

Attendance at an African Celebration at the Wesley 

Methodist Church in Concord gave a few of our 

members a chance to hear firsthand stories of how 

malaria has affected people a world away from 

here. It helped to spur our resolve to raise funds to 

fight this preventable disease.  

Likewise, a tour of the Care Net Pregnancy Center 

on Highland Street yielded 

information that has helped 

us to support their pro-life 

education and parenting 

programs. We also collected 

$23.13 through the baby 

bottle blessing.  

Our Methodist Youth Fellowship conducted a 

successful “Sock it to me!” campaign in the spring, 

delivering about 500 pairs of socks to residents of 

the Bridge House in Plymouth and other shelters in 

Laconia.   

Throughout the year a small yet enthusiastic group 
of singers and musicians brightened Sunday 
afternoons at Mountain Ridge Center in Franklin. 

 

 

Upon learning about the new community non-

profit “Got Lunch! Plymouth” that aids children 

who normally receive free or discounted lunches 

during the school year, we brought them donations 

of healthy ingredients and cash. Several members 

also volunteered to pack and deliver lunches. 
 

 

 
 

 

A July trip to  Mayhew Island for an evening meal 

and tour with the boys included three people who 

had not been with us last year.  This was a great 

opportunity for us to see firsthand the impressive 

work the Mayhew Program does with these boys 

year round.  Two PUMC members were also 

“postcard pals” with boys during the summer, 

sending encouragement throughout their time on 

the island.  

Shoeboxes were filled for Operation Christmas 

Child and delivered to the Relay Center at Gateway 

Alliance Church where several of our members also 

volunteered to pack cartons and a delivery truck. 

Many members and friends of 

PUMC share their gifts of time, 

energy, and talent with our 

community by volunteering at 

organizations like the Plymouth 

Area Community Closet’s Food 

Pantry, United Campus Ministry at PSU, and 

Keeping You, Me, and Memories Alive, to name a 

few. Others express their love for God by acting out 

their faith and Christian values in their places of 

work and at home raising their children, each 

serving with whatever God-given gift they had 

been given. 
 

~  continued on page 6 ~ 
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Our 2014 Ministries - continued from page 5 
 

Giving Through Special Collections 
 

Throughout the year, the Mission Planning Team 

worked to keep us aware of needs that could be 

met with material in-gatherings or donations of 

cash. They set up educational displays in the front 

foyer of the church and brought guests to speak at 

Saturday night suppers and during Sunday 

worship services. The congregation responded by 

contributing:  

$127 through the Society of St. Andrew advent coin 

boxes, $74 to PACC’s “Keep the Heat On” program 

with our “oil tank” bank, $70 to Pemi Baker 

Community Health & Hospice’s “Love Lights” tree, 

129 food items and $117.15  in cash to the PACC 

Food Pantry through the Souper Bowl of Caring. 

Collection boxes in our front foyer were filled and 

emptied repeatedly, providing food to the PACC 

Food Pantry and cleaning supplies to the Bridge 

House Shelter.  
 

 
A Special Mission Recognition Pin was awarded to Richard 
Fletcher (center) on Laity Sunday to thank him for the many 
ways he helps the church and community.   

 

Using our Building as a “Home Base” from 

Which We Reach Out in Service to Others 
 

An inviting sanctuary, large open fellowship hall 

with furnishings, commercial-grade kitchen, 

colorful nursery, accessible entrances, and ample 

parking - supplied through God’s grace, entrusted 

to us, and from which we plan our influence in our 

community. In 2014, our monthly fundraising 

dinners afforded us the opportunity to support 

local non-profits (see page 4) as well as offer free 

dinners to residents of the Bridge House Shelter. 

 
PUMC hosted two American Red Cross Blood Drives in 2014 - 
sharing not just our accommodating space, but the blood of 
our members, too! 
 

Our “Imagine No Malaria” event, held in August, 

even extended to the back field with games, 

barbequed foods, a few hours of live music, an 

evening campfire, sleeping out in tents, and 

Sunday worship under the big tent. It was a great 

time of fellowship and getting to know each other 

better, plus we raised $229.60 to help fight malaria. 
 

The annual Holiday Bazaar in November was truly 

an all-church effort and has become something that 

we are known for in the Plymouth community. 

Dozens of local non-profit groups and crafters 

participated. The PUMC Women’s Fellowship 

cookie walk raised $325 to benefit Voices Against 

Violence.  The Silent Auction and the “Re-use,     

Re-cycle, Re-gift” Table raised $275 for church 

expenses. 

The “Fudge to Fight Homelessness” fundraiser 

secured $264 to use for the upcoming Mardi Gras 

Dinner expenses, thus allowing all of the proceeds 

from the dinner’s ticket sales to aid recovery in St. 

Bernard’s Parish, Louisiana (more info on page 8). 
 

Diane concludes her report with this hope:  

“The members of our church have many skills, 

talents, and strengths, and when combined with 

their warm hearts and love for others, they become 

gifts of God.  These gifts are used to show the love 

of God in our community. We are the church to the 

world, serving others with the gifts we have 

received.  It is our prayer that we will continue to 

use these gifts to serve God.” 

 



7 

 

Year-End Financial New$ 
 

 
A full Treasurer’s report is available in the Committee 

Reports binder in the upstairs kitchen of the church as 

well as a copy of the 2015 Budget that was approved at 

the Church Conference. Please feel free to pose any 

questions you may have to the Treasurer, Glory Kidger 

(536-9620) or to the Finance Committee Chairperson, 

Steve Randall (731-6247). 
 

Financial Snapshot:  January - December 2014 
 

$45,289.60 Total Income 
From collected offerings and gifts, building use 

fees, memorials, investment and fundraising 

income 

 

$46,883.06 Total Expense  
23% Pastor’s Compensation 

22% Utilities  

15% Music Director and Custodian  

12% Mission Shares 

10% Maintenance   

8%  Office / Insurance Expenses  

10% All Other Expenses, including church 

ministries, fundraising expenses, contributions to 

the Kidder Scholarship Fund, and mission giving. 
 

We find that most of our expenses at the moment 

go towards maintaining our building so that we 

may have a place to develop our sense of 

community, a place to plan our influence in the 

world around us, a “home base” to those who offer 

various outreach ministries to others.  

During our worship services we experience 

fellowship with like-minded people, offering a safe 

place for sharing each other’s joys and concerns.  

Together we express God’s love and support as we 

raise our children in a safe and Christian 

environment to cultivate their spirituality. To the 

older community we provide comfort and a 

constant flow of caring prayers.  

This year we have had the privilege of fostering the 

spiritual growth of two young people on their way 

to becoming dedicated United Methodist pastors.  

 

Funds at the Ready 
 

Our checking account continues to hold funds in 

reserve for designated purposes, totaling $3,830.83 

as of December 31st : 

$640.92   Balance of Gift Received for Propane Bills 

$655.00   Memorial Donations     

$175.14  Emergency "Rainy Day" Fund  

$720.00  Memorials Saved for a Handicap Door at 

the Lower Level  

$615.52  Balance of Grant Funds Received for  

Handicap Doors      

$445.00  Gift Received for Sound System Upgrades 

$225.25  Funds Raised for a Playground  

$269.00  Funds Raised for the Mardi Gras Dinner 

$85.00    Funds Raised for Worship Team Expenses 

 

 

Cause for Celebration - a Jubilee! 
 

For the second year in a row, we have paid our 

Mission Shares to the United Methodist 

denomination in full. Through the New England 

Conference’s Jubilee Program, another 20% of our 

past balance in arrears will be forgiven as we honor 

our commitment to pay our billed amount each 

year for 5 years. 

As part of the connectional United Methodist 

denomination, the Plymouth United Methodist 

Church is asked to contribute towards established 

Mission Share Giving, assuring pastoral leadership 

for congregations all across the New England 

Conference which are unable to provide an 

acceptable minimum salary, salaries and office 

support for District Superintendents and the 

conference office. 

Mission Shares also support New England 

Missions such as youth camps, conference and 

retreat centers, urban ministries addressing the 

needs of the poor, covenants with Nicaragua and 

West Angola conferences, and campus ministries at 

Bridgewater State College.  

The balance of Mission Shares support world 

ministries beyond our conference, Methodist 

seminaries, and ministerial education programs. 
 

For more information on the impact of our  

Mission Share Giving, visit www.umcgiving.org.  
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United Methodists in Mission 
 

 

New England Conference Mission Trip 

to New Orleans in February 2015 
10th Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina 

Sunday, February 8 to Saturday, February 14 

This is an invitation to join us for a Mission Trip to 

New Orleans in our continuing efforts to rebuild 

the Northshore Disaster Recovery Area after 

Hurricanes Katrina and Isaac. 

The Epworth Project is a well-established local 

program that receives some of its resources 

through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR).  

We are planning a spring trip to the region and 

would enjoy your company. Space is limited. Early 

registration is welcome. Closing date of January 9, 

2015 or once we have reached capacity. 

Orientation date and location will be determined.   

The cost of the trip is $410.00 per person and 

includes lodging in Slidell, food, transportation to 

the worksite, and a donation for building materials. 

Deposit - $225.00 due at registration with 

remaining cost $185.00 due by January 9. 

(Excludes transportation, i.e. train, plane or 

automobile, to and from New Orleans. Each person 

is responsible for their own travel arrangements. 

Approximate price for air fare is $350.00.   

Please contact Tom McGowan 

at tommcgowan26.2@gmail.com or by phone at 

(413) 525-1512 for more information. 
 
 

 

 

 

Get Ready to Party! 
 

Join us on Friday, February 6th, as Louisiana native 

Melissa Furbish cooks up a southern feast using 

recipes from her 

grandfather, a retired New 

Orleans chef. There will be 

music and fun activities 

like decorating Mardi Gras 

masks. 100% of the 

proceeds from this public dinner will be donated to 

organizations that help those who are still 

rebuilding their homes and lives on the Gulf Coast 

after surviving Hurricane Katrina in 2005.  

 

Together in Christ 
 

A Letter from the New England Conference 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 
  

My Dear Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ:  Greetings in the 

precious name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

The year 2014 is passing by, 

and New Year 2015 will be 

here shortly. None of us 

knows what the future holds for us, yet one thing is 

very clear. As eloquently coined by John Wesley, 

"The best of all is, God is with us." 

Friends, we may enter the New Year with great 

parties and celebrations, yet deep within us, we 

may be hurting due to wounded hearts. Whether 

for personal, family, ecclesiastical, or political 

reasons, most of us carry a certain amount of 

sadness, discouragement, anger, or bitterness. 

As we start the New Year, it is my hope and prayer 

that we bring all our heaviness, wounds, and 

disappointments to God, asking and praying to 

God, to pour soothing balms upon us, knowing 

that God is with us. Let us not give up our fight for 

justice, peace, and equality among all of God's 

children around the world in every arena of our 

human lives and global communities. 

As we journey in the Christmas and Epiphany 

seasons, we are reminded that we are the modern-

day Magi in our respective communities, 

challenged to manifest the love of God and 

compassion of Jesus Christ, filled with the power of 

the Holy Spirit so God's message of Epiphany may 

shine through us or in spite of us. As we journey in 

this direction, praying and hoping the Christ star 

will lead us, it is my prayer that every church in the 

New England Annual Conference will encourage 

Bible study groups to equip us to journey in our 

world like the Magi, taking the Scriptural 

interpretation seriously for our time, equipping us 

to stand up to the modern-day Herods who 

continue to massacre innocent children of God in 

the name of greed, power, race, cultures, 

nationalities, politics, gender, sexual identity and 

religion.  
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The Bible: Not a Book but a Library 
by the Rev. Talbot Davis, pastor of Good Shepherd 

United Methodist Church in Charlotte, N.C. 
 

These are some of the benefits of reading the Bible 

as a library and not as a book - here are my top five: 
 

1. You don’t read it consecutively. No one would 

ever go to the public library, find the first book in 

the Dewey Decimal System and read through every 

book there from the 000s to the 900s. Yet that’s 

exactly what we do with the Bible: open it to 

Genesis and figure we’re going to read all the way 

through Revelation. Most folks are done by 

Leviticus. Such usage is completely alien to the 

Bible’s composition and arrangement.  
 

2. You don't have to read it literally or 

symbolically. You read it literarily. In the public 

library, you read the books in the auto mechanics 

section differently than you do books in the poetry 

section. You read biographies differently than you 

read novels. You adjust your interpretation and 

understanding of those books according to the type 

of writing they represent.  

The books in the Bible are no different. When you 

understand types of literature, for example, you 

realize that Genesis 1 is making no claims at 

measurable science; it is instead making glorious 

claims about immeasurable theology, and doing so 

in the form of a hymn. Turn to I Kings, however, 

and you're getting something else: Israel's sordid, 

scandalous history, with all the warts exposed.  
 

3. Figuring out literary types within Scripture is 

why it helps to read in community. And by “in 

community,” I don’t mean solely with in church 

small groups, though that is definitely the place to 

start. By “community” I also mean the collected 

wisdom of the centuries as men and women have 

first studied the texts and then written 

commentaries on them.  
 

4. Each book has its own authority. When you 

understand that Scripture is a library, you can 

allow each text to breathe its own truth. The book 

of Proverbs, for example, contains some very 

different messages than the book of Ecclesiastes. 

Don’t force agreement into a place where debate 

was likely intended. In the same way, the Gospel of 

John is dramatically different in style and 

chronology than Matthew, Mark and Luke; you rob 

John of its purpose and power when you try to 

make it fit neatly within the framework of the other 

three. Let John be John … and give him the 

authority to tell Jesus' story in his unique manner. 
 

5. Speaking of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 

the Bible’s biography section only has one 

subject: Jesus. In this case, Scripture is the opposite 

of a public library. In the library’s biography 

section, there are volumes on all kinds of people, 

from the famous to the infamous. The Bible has 

four books in its biography section, but only one 

subject: the One we know, appropriately enough, 

as the Word. 

 

Just for Fun! 
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Here is your January 2015 Newsletter……. 

to receive a full-color copy by email, contact the 

editor at gkidger@msn.com 
 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


