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At Wanakee before every meal 

we sing a grace. There are 

many different ones, some fun 

like “The Adam’s Family” and 

some serious, like the “Charles 

Wesley” which goes to the tune 

of the doxology. As a camp 

staff we love to go out on the 

weekends to have “real food” 

as well as to 

experience life 

beyond the 

trees along  

Route 104.  

As much as 

we love camp, 

it’s incredibly 

secluded for 

being so close to things.  

On the weekends we go to 

various restaurants and usually 

we will sing a camp grace no 

matter how busy the place may 

be. This is something that 

always makes me blush 

because as we sing we receive 

confused looks and angry 

glares. Some people audibly 

grumble at the disruption of 

conversation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In one particularly busy 

restaurant, at the conclusion of 

one particularly well-

harmonized Charles Wesley 

Grace, we sat down in our 

seats, but the dining room 

hadn’t returned to murmuring.  

They were still quiet and 

staring in awe.  

As the staff 

looked around, 

anticipating a 

manager 

kicking us out, 

a round of 

applause broke 

out! A lady at a 

table near ours 

leaned over and asked if we 

were a music troupe to which 

my friend, his face sunburned 

and unshaven, gruffly replied, 

“Nah, we’re camp counselors.” 
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“Souper Bowl” Sunday 

February 1 
see how we will celebrate 

on page 2 

“Sing to him; yes, sing his 

praises. Tell everyone about  

his wonderful deeds.”   

1 Chronicles 16:9 (NLT) 
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This Month at PUMC 
 

“The Souper Bowl  

of Caring” 

Sunday, February 1 

 

A simple prayer, "Lord, even as we enjoy the Super 

Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those 

who are without a bowl of soup to eat", has been 

inspiring a youth-led movement to help hungry 

and hurting people since 1990. This prayer, 

delivered by Brad Smith, then a Presbyterian 

seminary intern, gave birth to an idea. Why not use 

Super Bowl weekend, a time when people come 

together for football and fun, to also unify the 

nation for a higher good: collecting dollars and 

canned food for the needy? Since then, more than 

$100 million has been generated for soup kitchens, 

food banks and other charities in communities 

across the country. In addition, hundreds of 

thousands of youth have experienced for 

themselves the joy and satisfaction of giving and 

serving, inspiring people of all ages to follow their 

generous example. 

PUMC will join this nation-wide effort to stock 

local food pantries with a collection of canned 

goods and cash for the Plymouth Area Community 

Closet’s Food Pantry. If you are in church on 

February 1st, stick around for a tasting of some 

homemade soups following the worship service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
begins 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

watch for details of special services  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Boundaries ~ Beyond the Basics 
A quadrennial training for those in church leadership 

Saturday, February 28         8:30 to 3 

Plymouth United Methodist Church 
  

Laity in church leadership, teaching roles, children 

and youth workers, and members of Staff/Parish 

Relations Committees are encouraged to attend this 

training session sponsored by the New England 

Conference office. Among the goals of the program:  

To increase awareness of the need for healthy 

boundaries in the clergy-congregant or teacher-

student relationship 

To provide guidelines and suggestions for 

developing appropriate boundaries  

To illustrate the impact of appropriate vs. 

inappropriate boundaries in promoting effective 

ministry 

Deadline to register is February 15. 

$30 cost includes lunch and training materials. 

Childcare provided (only if registered by the 

February 15th deadline). Other dates and venues 

are available for this training if you are not 

available on February 28. Call the New England 

Conference office at 978-682-7676 or go to their 

website, www.neumc.org/pages/detail/4 . 

 

The Women’s Fellowship will meet 

at noon on Tuesday, February 10 

Valentine’s Day activities are planned 

All are welcome  ~  regardless of gender! 

Bring a sandwich....dessert and beverage 

will be provided 

 

Family Mardi Gras Party! 
 

Friday, February 6th, 2015 
5:30-8:00 pm 

 

Authentic New Orleans Food & Fun! 
Silent Auction * Photo Booth * Mask-Making 

Entertainment by 
THE UNCLE STEVE BAND 

Plymouth United Methodist Church Basement 
334 Fairgrounds Road, Plymouth 

100% of the proceeds will go to benefit the rebuilding 
efforts of Gulf Coast victims of Hurricane Katrina 

 

Tickets $10 adult; $5 child (2-12 years) 
 

Tickets sold @ Off the Hanger,  
Main Street, Plymouth 

or email mdfurbish@gmail.com for reservations. 
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News from the Pews 

 

Greetings from the 

Worship Team!   
by Dee Rainville, chair 

As our Stewardship 

series finishes up and the 

Lenten season draws 

nearer, the Worship Team has been working to put 

together meaningful worship experiences.  

Society of St. Andrew Lenten 

booklets, “Into the 

Wilderness”, will soon be 

available on the Lenten 

Lending Library table at the 

back of the sanctuary. You 

may also download a .pdf 

copy for your computer or 

electronic device at 

www.endhunger.org/lent. 

Traditionally, Lent is a season of penitence, a time 

of asking God’s forgiveness for our sins, and 

seeking a new way of life in Christ, day by day, as 

we approach the death of Jesus and look forward to 

his resurrection. 

“Into the Wilderness” encourages us to remember 

the 40 days Jesus was tempted in the desert 

following his baptism. In the devotional booklet, 

you will find daily meditations and prayers that 

explore the themes of temptations, challenges, and 

perseverance in faith, written by people of deep 

and abiding faith: pastors and laypersons from 

many Christian traditions. 

Lenten Lending Library Table 

As in the past, this table will have inspirational 

books—some to borrow and some free for the 

taking. If you have any books to share with others 

or have any questions, please contact either Diane 

Randall (731-1186) or Sandra Haskell (536-4723).  

We will again be joining in the Ecumenical Lenten 

series organized by The Rev. Grace Pritchard 

Burson of the Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit. 

These Tuesday night gatherings from 5:30-7:00 will 

be based on the Arts. Times and details will be 

shared as they become known. PUMC will be 

hosting one of the sessions. If you have any 

questions, please see Pastor Ashley. 

In addition, we are working on new music and 

hope to have the children’s and adult choirs sing 

together for Easter. If you have a song suggestion 

or if you want to participate in the choir—you can 

sing one week or join the choir—please contact Liz 

Hodges, Music Director after church or email her 

at: lhlhodges@gmail.com. 

The next Worship Team meeting will be on 

February 10th at 6:30 p.m. at the church. 

Finally, the Church Directory is being prepared for 

printing and should be available within the next 

month.  

See you in church! 

 

 
Note Change to Pastor’s Office Hours 

Ashley welcomes anyone to join her 

on Tuesdays from 4-6 p.m. at the 

church office for the opportunity to 

enjoy each other's company, share 

stories that will provoke laughter or 

tears, share faith stories, listen to 

your concerns and offer counsel, discuss literature, 

or pray. These hours are available to serve your 

needs whether that be advice, a good joke, or God's 

ear in the quiet peace of the sanctuary. With a 

young face and an old soul, Ashley is eager to cater 

to the souls of those who come to church regularly 

as well as those interested in coming to church for 

the first time.  

 

Safe Sanctuary for All 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) will 

meet on Tuesday, February 3 at 7PM at the church 

to continue the process of finalizing a Safe 

Sanctuary Policy geared specifically for our church.  

Safe Sanctuary is the name we give to our policies 

and procedures that are set in place to protect our 

children, volunteers, and guests. Any and all are 

welcome to attend to offer input or ask questions. 

You may also call or e-mail Chairperson Pat 

Topham with thoughts, concerns, or suggestions, 

536-2345, csmunn1919@gmail.com. 

If you are interested, the SPRC is also looking for a 

few additional members to join them on a regular 

basis. 
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Saturday, February 21 

Children of all ages are invited to attend the annual 

MYF pajama party from 5 - 8 p.m. Bring a 

friend! Join us for a night of games, crafts, music 

and FUN! “Breakfast for Dinner” will be served. 

Children will also brainstorm mission project ideas. 

Please RSVP to Heather Cassarino at 536-5099 or 

726-1289. 

Not able to attend the pajama party? Still interested 

in participating in the Methodist Youth Fellowship 

(MYF)? Come to a meeting on Sunday, March 8th 

following the worship service. Children of all ages 

are welcome.  

 

Mission on the Move! 
Mission Planning Team meetings will change to the 

third Wednesdays of the month starting in March. 

Anyone interested in attending to share ideas about 

possible mission projects is welcome. Bring your 

own brown-bag dinner; meetings begin at 5:30 with 

a time of devotion and fellowship. Call 

Chairperson Diane Tiffany (536-2822) with ideas or 

questions. 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 2 Josh Furbish 

 3 Joshua Jencks 

 6 Marsha Hall 

 7 Tobey Plume 

 7 Anthony Cassarino 

 9 Donna (Dee) Rainville 

 12 Eunice Wentzell 

 13 Allison Cassarino 

 19 Craig Kidger 

 23 Madeleine & Charles Van Hagen 

Share your special days with your church family! 

Send birthday and anniversary information to  

the newsletter editor at gkidger@msn.com. 

Living into Community 
 

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison, Co-Chair 

United Campus Ministry @ PSU 
 

Despite our best efforts, it looks 

like United Campus Ministry may 

be fashionably late to the party 

that is PSU's Spring Semester. We 

had a very fruitful Strategic 

Visioning session on January 15th. We talked about 

where UCM@PSU has been over the course of its 

40-year history, where we are now, and where we 

need to go. By and large, there was consensus on 

all main points. It's clear that we need to start out 

building a name for ourselves again by supporting 

PSU's students and gaining the trust of faculty and 

staff. Once we've raised positive awareness of who 

we are, then we hope to proceed with 

programming and community service 

opportunities.  
 

The reason I say "fashionably late" is, though 

classes started Jan. 26th, we are still wordsmithing 

our mission statement -- grappling with the 

denotations and connotations of words like 

"spirituality," "purpose," "authentic self," and so 

many more! Students are here, but we don't know 

exactly what we want to tell them just yet.  
 

As of this writing, our current plan is to at least be 

on hand for January 30th's Student Activities Fair, 

which is called "Club HUB" this semester. It's a 

more active, free-flowing, evening-long event than 

the outside tabling that kicked off the fall semester. 

Program Director Kree Woolley and I will be 

roving the HUB, committing Random Acts of 

Kindness. It should be a blast! 
 

If you have any thoughts on where UCM@PSU 

should be headed or any must-include concepts for 

our mission statement, I'd love to hear them! We're 

also working to spread the word on campus that 

PUMC is looking for Sunday School help. It would 

be great to get an enthusiastic college-aged go-

getter to work with our youth! 
 

For more information, see the United Campus Ministry 

website at www.plymouth.edu/office/campus-ministry 
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Giving Together 
 

   
 

“Feed My Sheep...” 
The Plymouth Area Community Closet’s Food 

Pantry has new clients signing up every week. 

Donations of non-perishable canned and boxed 

foods are needed to keep the shelves stocked so 

this vital mission can help those in our community 

who need assistance in feeding their families.  
 

Were you planning to bring food donations to 

church, but forgot?   We hear comments like that 

every week! Perhaps these helpful hints might 

remind you: 

 Write “Food Pantry” at the top of your 

shopping list every week 

 Pick an item on your weekly grocery list: 

buy one for you and one for the pantry 

 Buy boxed items that won’t freeze (like 

cereal!), leave the grocery bag in your car 

when you get home from the store and it 

will be ready when you come to church 

 Take home a bright yellow Plymouth Area 

Community Closet brochure and stick it on 

your fridge for a visual reminder. 

 And talk about hunger with your family 

when you sit down to dinner together. The 

best way to solve the problem of hunger in 

America is through education! 

Bring your non-perishable food items to church. Our 

members who volunteer at the PACC Food Pantry are 

happy to deliver them for you. 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 
Gifts to Spare 

Afraid to pledge to the church because you don’t 

think you can really spare the money?  

Try this experiment: At the beginning of the month, 

write a check and deduct the amount from your 

checkbook. Hold on to the check until the end of 

the month. By then, you’ll likely discover you 

really can spare that money. Then you can place the 

check in the offering plate as a cheerful giver. 

When a really tough exam comes back with a 90 

percent grade, aren’t we glad to have done well? 

When a politician runs for office, 90 percent of the 

vote would be considered an overwhelming 

mandate. Why then, when God gives us 100 

percent of our material blessings, are we so 

horrified at the thought of giving him 10 percent 

back? 

 

 

Many thanks to 
Diane Tiffany for 

generously donating 
a used computer to 
the church office!  

Our Society of St. Andrew coin 
collection tally to date is 
$170.90 which translates into 
380 bowls of hot chicken noodle 
soup or about 800 bowls of 
cheerios for America’s hungry. 

 

 

Scott Chisholm of the American Red 
Cross reports on another successful 
Blood Drive held at PUMC on Dec. 19: 
from the 33 presenting donors, 27 pints 
were gathered, besting their expected 
goal of 25. Thanks to all of those who 
helped us host this event and, most 
especially, to those who rolled up their 
sleeves to share their gifts of life-saving 
blood with others! 
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We Make a Difference 
 

Having raised funds through the “Fudge to Fight 

Homelessness” campaign and secured further 

contributions of food for the dinner, we will be able 

to donate 100% of the proceeds from the  

Mardi Gras Party ticket sales to these two 

hard-working organizations: 

 

St. Bernard Project (SBP) is an 

award-winning rebuilding, 

nonprofit organization whose 

mission is to remove physical, 

mental and emotional barriers 

for those who are struggling 

to recover from the 

devastation and trauma caused by natural disasters 

around the United States. They offer case 

management, construction services, funding for 

clients, and volunteer recruitment. 
 

Their History 

When Zack Rosenburg and Liz McCartney 

returned home to Washington, D.C., after 

volunteering in post-Katrina New Orleans, they 

were haunted by their experiences. They had seen 

the devastation firsthand; in the city's St. Bernard 

parish, 27,000 houses were destroyed and 67,000 

people left homeless. The two quit their jobs and 

returned, determined to help the rebuilding effort. 

But with no experience in construction, Rosenburg, 

an attorney, and McCartney, who had run a 

community technology center, soon realized that 

their talents would be better used in organizing 

volunteers and fundraising. In June 2006, the 

couple founded the St. Bernard Project, where 

today Rosenburg is CEO and McCartney is director 

of development. 
 

The nonprofit can transform a gutted house into a 

livable home in just eight to 12 weeks for an 

average cost of $15,000. To date 560 homes have 

been completed in the New Orleans area.  

Amelia Elzey is an SBP beneficiary. After a 

contractor disappeared with the down payment she 

had given him to restore her damaged home, she 

was out of money—and hope. Then she saw a news 

segment about SBP and applied. When she got the 

OK, "it's like if there was a big old brick weighing 

down on you and someone takes it off," she recalls. 

St. Bernard Project was named as one of U.S. News 

& World Report’s “10 Service Groups That Are 

Making a Difference” in October 2010. 

www.stbernardproject.org 
 

 
St. Bernard Project volunteers work on residential properties 
for families who would not be able to afford to rebuild their 
homes without help.  

 

With so many weather related 

disasters around the country 

over the past several years, 

Epworth Project exists to keep 

volunteers from around the 

country mobilized. Their goal is 

to provide basic needs for those living in unfit 

conditions, whether the conditions are hurricane 

related or not. In addition to assisting disaster 

victims, they assist the low income and elderly 

with home repairs and build handicapped ramps 

for disabled citizens. 

Epworth Project has gained national respect as they 

have hosted more than 95,000 volunteers and 

repaired more than 21,000 homes since 2005. The 

work is far from being completed. Every day brings 

new applicants, new challenges, and new stories.  

Epworth Project partners with many ministries and 

organizations throughout Louisiana and the 

country in order to be most effective, including 

several United Methodist churches. A group of 

volunteers from the New England Conference 

leaves on February 8th to lend a hand (or several) 

to aid in the ongoing rebuilding projects. 

www.epworthproject.com 
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Think Summer ! 
 

James Tresner, a friend of Pastor Ashley’s, is 

directing the Senior High Week at Wanakee this 

summer and wants some fresh faces to help with 

worship services. This could be a day-long, 

overnight, or week-long commitment. The schedule 

is not yet published, but those who may be 

interested can contact James directly 

at james.tresner@gmail.com or speak with Pastor 

Ashley Bowler for more information. 

Wanakee is very rustic, so keep in mind...there are 

very few luxuries if you choose to stay overnight. 

But the rewards will be worth it! 

 

 
 

Camp Wanakee Receives Accreditation  

 The New England Board of Directors for the 

American Camping Association has granted 

accreditation status for Wanakee United Methodist 

Camping Center. This accreditation was achieved 

through rigorous evaluation of the camp property, 

staff, operations, policies and procedures. 

Executive Director Michael Moore, his staff and 

volunteers, have given much time and dedication 

to meet these requirements and to achieve this 

status. We can be proud that all of our conference 

camps have ACA accreditation and provide a safe 

program for children and youth. For more 

information about all of the camp and retreat 

programs in the New England Conference, 

visit their page on the NEC website: 

www.neumc.org/pages/detail/104.  

For Wanakee, www.wanakee.org. 

 

John Clifford to Marry 
Older members may remember the joy with which 

former PUMC pastor, the late Rev. Arthur Clifford 

and his wife, Eleanor, welcomed their son John into 

the world. John, now a federal security officer and 

volunteer firefighter living in Randolph VT, will 

marry Kristina Richburg, a fourth grade teacher, in 

May 2015.  

 

 

 

Just for Fun! 
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Here is your February 2015 Newsletter……. 

to receive a full-color copy by email, contact the 

editor at gkidger@msn.com 
 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


