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Our Advent Journey Begins 
by Pastor Ashley Bowler 

     After the turkey, stuffing, potatoes, and pies are packaged in tinfoil,  

I hope everyone has had the opportunity to enjoy the company of friends 

and loved ones.  Celebrations are shifting from Pilgrim hats and turkeys to 

Santa hats and stockings. This Sunday was the first of the church calendar 

kicking off the new Advent season. This year we are returning to some 

roots of the Advent season. While we are not using the medieval themes 

of Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell, we are using some stark contrasts 

to commercialized images of Christmas.  

     This Sunday we focused on the fact that Advent is a season of 

expecting the arrival, not of Santa, but of Christ in his second coming. We 

are attempting to fight the affluenza that our over-consuming culture has 

made us ill with. As we continue on our Advent journey, we will look 

closely at the road ahead with John the Baptist who tells us that we are 

still works in progress. We will offer true repentance by taking action in a 

way that pushes our comfort zones but in the end makes us even stronger 

as disciples. And finally we rejoice with the announcement of Mary's 

pregnancy that is not only a miracle but a calling. A calling to serve in a 

way that broke societal boundaries. Something that was no easy task then 

or now.  

      As difficult as being a disciple of Christ can be, that's why we have our 

church family. We are lucky enough that we can lean on and support one 

another throughout what can be such a stressful time of year. So join us on 

Sundays as we attempt to hit the reset button on the Advent Season. Enjoy 

some good food and laughs at our Yankee Swap and Potluck on Saturday, 

December 12th. The laughs will continue as we don our ugly Christmas 

sweaters for church on Sunday, December 13th, then share that joy with 

some of our shut-ins as we go caroling in Franklin, Laconia, Ashland and 

finally back to Plymouth. Last, but far from least, join us on Christmas 

Eve, December 24th at 7:00 as we celebrate Christ's birth.          11/29/15 

   

 
 

 

 

 

Family Potluck  &  Yankee Swap 
Saturday, December 12 @ 5:00 

$5 max. on Swap Gifts 
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December is a Busy Month! 
 

 
Adults are rehearsing at 8:45 on Sunday mornings 

with Music Director Peter Templeton to prepare for 

Advent and Christmas Eve services. Anyone is 

welcome to join in the fun. We look forward to 

hearing their performance of the “Hallelujah” 

chorus from Handel’s Messiah on Christmas Eve. 

The youth have been practicing during the second 

half of Sunday services with Josh Furbish to 

prepare for their participation in the December 20 

worship service. We celebrate the gifts of our 

musicians. 

 

Share Some Love with  

Stressed-Out Students 
Calling All Bakers: FOOD FOR FINALS is coming 

up soon, a time when Plymouth State's Catholic 

and United Campus Ministries deliver comfort 

food in the form of homemade goodies to all 

residence halls and Centre Lodge the first night of 

Finals Week. If you are interested in providing 

batches of cookies or squares, please contact Amy 

Robison with your name, phone number, what you 

will bake and the amount. Durable treats are best -- 

no frosting or fancy decoration, since there will be a 

lot of travel involved for these little goodies.  

Baked goods should be dropped off at the 

Reflection & Spiritual Care Center between 9:00 

AM and 12:00 PM on Saturday, December 12. The 

Center is located on Highland St., across from 

Lamson Library, the next building up from Citizens 

Bank.  Amy: 481-1235; abrobison@plymouth.edu or 

amybethrobison@hotmail.com 

 

 

Give the Gift of Life This Christmas 
 

 
Blood Drive 

Friday, December  18th      1:00 - 6:00 

The need for live-saving blood doesn’t take a 

holiday, so we’re happy to host a second blood 

drive at what is a busy time of year. Those willing 

to donate blood can schedule online at 

www.redcrossblood.org or call the Red Cross at  

1-800-733-2767. Appointments are recommended as 

availability is limited within the allotted time. 

Donor card or valid ID is required. 

If you have some spare time on the afternoon of the 

18th, please consider stopping by to encourage the 

donors with the gift of fellowship. There will be 

Christmas cookies! 

 

 
Packing Some Christmas Cheer 

The Plymouth Area Community Closet is seeking 

help to pack and deliver 300 Holiday Baskets to 

families in need. Volunteers are needed for packing 

at St. Matthew’s Parish Hall on Friday,  

December 18 from noon to 4:00 p.m.  

On Saturday, December 19 drivers will be needed 

to deliver the baskets starting at 8:30 a.m. until all 

baskets have been delivered. A clean-up crew is 

also needed at 9:30 a.m. on that day. 

Please contact PACC Board President Sarah 

Sutherland at 254-5559 to volunteer.  

If you know someone who would benefit from 

receiving a Holiday Basket, applications can be 

picked up at the PACC Thrift Shop or Food Pantry 

at 5 South Main St. or at the Whole Village Family 

Resource Center at 258 Highland St.  

The fund drive to pay for a portion of the Holiday 

Baskets will take place at local banks on Friday 

December 4th from 9:00 - 3:00 ~ yet another way to 

show support for this worthy program. 

 

Ugly Christmas Sweater 

Sunday 
December 13 

If you’ve got one hiding in the 

back of  your closet, haul it out 

and wear it to the worship 

service.  
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Get Ready for #GivingTuesday! 

December 1st 
UMC #GivingTuesday is part of an international 

movement that offers an opportunity to start off the 

holiday season by giving instead of getting. The 

theme for the 2015 campaign is “Activate Love. 

Transform Lives. Change the World.”  

Through supporting organizations that have been 

researched and approved by the United Methodist 

General Board of Global Ministries, The Advance, 

100 percent of all gifts made is given directly to the 

designated project. And once again, every gift 

made online through The Advance on Dec. 1 will 

be matched dollar for dollar up to $1 million by 

Global Ministries. Double your giving by doing it 

on Dec. 1! 

In 2014, over $2.5 million was donated online to 

more than 770 mission and ministry projects from 

the donors in 25 countries that gave generously. 

Miracles can happen when Methodists are United! 

To make a contribution on December 1, donors will 

go online to www.umcmission.org/give and 

choose any of the hundreds of projects and 

missionaries listed there. Categories include 

Hunger & Poverty, Agriculture, Health Ministries, 

Disaster Response, and Social Justice, to name a 

few. Ministries include those you may already be 

familiar with like Heifer International, Society of St. 

Andrew, Souperbowl of Caring, UMCOR, and 

Church World Service projects, among many 

others. 

 

 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  7 Steve Randall 

  10 DS Rev. Dr. David Abbott 

  20 Lois & Charles McLoud 

  21 Charles Van Hagen 

  22 Colin McIver 

  27 Cindy Jencks 

Share your special days with your church family! 

Send birthday and anniversary information to 

the newsletter editor at gkidger@msn.com. 

 
Plans are in the works to go caroling in a 

couple of nursing homes on the afternoon  

of Sunday, December 13 - watch for details  

 

Waking Up to Simplicity 
by Sue Monk Kidd 

One December when my daughter Ann was six, 

she tucked two gifts beneath the Christmas tree, 

one for her daddy, the other for me. “What do you 

suppose they are?” I asked my husband. He 

shrugged, as puzzled as I. 

On Christmas morning I opened my gift to find a 

pair of slightly familiar-looking silver earrings. In 

her daddy’s package was a navy tie with little tan 

ducks on it. 

“Why, Ann,” I exclaimed, genuinely amazed. 

“Where did you get these lovely gifts?” 

“The cedar chest,” she answered. 

That’s when I recognized the earrings as a pair I’d 

retired to the chest at least ten years before. The tie 

had been discarded long ago too. Ann had given us 

gifts we already possessed! 

The incident caused me to consider how much my 

life was quietly caught in the wanting, seeking, and 

acquisition. That trinity of American pursuits not 

only undermined my sense of what is enough, but 

seduced me into an artificial sense of discontent. 

Thanks to a six-year-old, I discovered the clean, 

simple wisdom of waking up to what I already 

have.  ~  from Firstlight 
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Sharing Our Advent Traditions 
 

Question: Do you observe the journey to Christmas in a 

special way or have favorite Christmas Eve traditions?  
 

 “We do an advent calendar for the kids that has 

special little family things, like family game night, 

or eating dessert first, and random acts of kindness 

like paying for the person behind us at Dunkins or 

picking out gifts for Toys for Tots. We also have a 

special tradition of opening up a gift of Christmas 

pajamas on Christmas Eve and watching a movie 

and having popcorn.”    ~ Beth Allain 
 

“I try to copy what my parents did with us. So, 

every night after dinner, we have Advent. We have 

a wreath, we light the candles. I have a book with 

little flaps/windows for each day of Advent -- it has 

Bible verses and starts way back 

with the prophesy of Jesus' birth, 

so it's probably a little over the 

boys' heads right now, but it's the 

same one my brother and I used 

when we were kids. 

We also have this set of 25 little 

books that are also tree ornaments. 

They tell the Christmas story. So, 

each night, we read one and then 

they get to hang it on the tree. And 

each night, we write something 

we're thankful for on a little piece of paper and put 

it in a little jar to read later.”    ~ Amy Robison 
 

 “Advent has become a very special time in my life. 

At one point, it was the standard birth of Christ 

and the nativity scene.  Now I realize that this 

event, the birth of a child, was known by very few. 

The shepherds and sages saw the signs as God’s 

announcement. Today I believe that somewhere in 

the world another child will be born who will bring 

God’s Word or warning.  I also believe that on the 

very eve of Christmas, people will feel His touch 

and His love will enable people to change their 

lives:  that the addict will break free, the homeless 

find a home, the grieving will find joy,  the lonely 

find a friend, and the unbelieving find Christ.”    

    ~ Diane Randall 
 

“We have a wooden Christmas tree with 

ornaments you put on it for each day of advent.”  

    ~ Jennifer Stewart  

 

“The very last thing we do with the kids every 

Christmas Eve is read the “Night Before 

Christmas”.”    ~ Marsha Hall 

 

“We have a plate that sits on the kitchen table, with 

chalkboard paint on it and the words: Days left till 

Christmas. Every day, the kids fight one another 

over who gets to erase the previous day's number 

and write the new number of days left. Josh's 

family always makes an Italian Feast of Seven 

Fishes. I grew up with a different Italian tradition 

of making cannolis every year with my dad for 

Christmas, so I carried on the tradition with my 

kids too. It is quite a labor of love 

making gluten- free cannolis and 

trying to make the shells stay 

together, but one well worth it. 

Buzzy and Lil always make 

"Surprise Cookies," which are 

basically sugar cookies with a 

surprise of a Hershey kiss, or a 

date, or a cherry inside, so the 

dessert on Christmas Eve is 

plentiful!    ~ Melissa Furbish 

 

"For my wife Lisa and me, Christmas Eve is a very 

sacred time.  From when we were dating as 

teenagers, the 11pm service was our time together. 

We’d sit in the balcony at the old Bath United 

Methodist Church while our parents and most of 

the others would sit down in the pews.  We did it 

to be alone but more importantly to be together on 

Christmas Eve.  It was our Christmas. 

Since becoming grandparents three years ago and 

traveling to the homes of our children, Lisa and I 

have come to realize that not every community 

holds a “late” service and we’ve adjusted.  

Wherever we are, whenever we worship, what is 

important is that she and I are together, and that is 

what makes Christmas sacred for us."     

   ~ Rev. Dr. David Abbott,  

   NH District Superintendent 
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Living into the Community 
 

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison, Board Chair 

United Campus Ministry @ PSU 

 We had a lot of fun and did some 

good work in November, but the 

campus community also endured a 

devastating loss with the death of 

missing student Jake Nawn. I learned what a small, 

close-knit community we live in. So many people 

knew and loved Jake. Hundreds of people turned 

out for the candlelight vigil/service for him on Nov. 

17th. Caring Campus Coalition (C3) was on hand 

that whole day and has continued to encourage 

students to talk through their pain, reach out, 

connect and accept the love and support being 

offered.  
 

On a much happier note, we so appreciated 

Plymouth UMC's support of United Campus 

Ministry/C3 as the mission focus last month.  

Thank you for the much-needed financial 

contribution of 10% of the proceeds from the 

November Ham & Bean Supper! We will put it to 

good use. And Nicole and I -- and all the Robison 

boys -- so enjoyed having a table at the Holiday 

Bazaar! I learned how to melt chocolate especially 

for the event, and the DIY s'mores on a stick 

seemed to go over well with kids and adults alike!  
 

I'll be using my new chocolate-melting skills on 

Dec. 10th for C3's contribution to PSU's 

Christmahanakwanzakings celebration in the HUB 

Fireplace Lounge -- a chance for the students to 

celebrate all the holiday season has to offer. The 

very next night, Friday, 12/11, the Kindness Cart 

will be roaming around Finals Stress Relief Night 

also at the HUB. Our random acts of kindness will 

fit in well with the pet therapy, chair massages, 

snacks and other assorted activities designed to 

pamper our stressed-out students. C3 also plans to 

offer a yoga/meditation/positive visualization 

workshop to help folks manage their end-of-

semester stress and try to wrap up the Fall 

Semester as positively as possible.  

 
The Kindness Cart debuted last month and was a hit 
with students who got to personalize it with drawings, 
doodles and words of wisdom/caring. 

 

Our 42nd year of the Thanksgiving Baskets project 

was a wonderful success! This was the first time I 

was able to see the operation first-hand, and it 

really is a well-oiled machine. I took lots of photos 

and helped students and alumni lug turkeys and 

all the fixings to their cars to deliver to 172 families 

in Plymouth and the surrounding towns. What a 

blessing to see so many people come together for 

such a worthy cause! 
 

Finally, don't forget: If you're doing some holiday 

baking, make a few extra dozen cookies or bars for 

Food for Finals. It's the Plymouth faith 

community's chance to give some TLC and show 

God's love to our stressed-out students. Please let 

me know what and how much you plan to 

contribute ahead of time (603-481-1235). All 

goodies must be delivered to PSU's Reflection & 

Spiritual Care Center on Saturday morning, Dec. 

12th. I am happy to pick them up from your house 

and take them there if that would make your life 

easier during this hectic, but joyous time of year. 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 
 

Peace & Blessings, 

Amy Robison 

 

For more information, see the United Campus Ministry 

website at www.plymouth.edu/office/campus-ministry 
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Giving Together 
 

Advent Devotions Program 2015 
November 29 -December 24 

 

Reclaim the spiritual 

dimensions of this 

Advent season with the 

Society of St. Andrew 

devotional booklet, My 

Soul Magnifies the 

Lord. Make room in 

your heart and in your 

busy schedules for a 

few minutes of reading 

scripture, reflecting on a brief meditation, and 

praying, all in preparation for the Savior who is to 

come. 
 

Used each year as a spiritual underpinning for 

Advent by hundreds of congregations of all 

denominations across the United States, these daily 

meditations—all new for 2015—are the words of 

people of faith, both pastors and lay persons, from 

all walks of life. Copies are available at the church. 

Prefer an environmentally-friendly alternative? 

Download the Advent booklet for e-reader or 

subscribe to receive each day’s devotion as an 

email each morning at www.endhunger.org. 

Consider using the accompanying coin box, also 

available at the church, as an Advent Calendar: 

count your blessings each day throughout the 

month, and deposit coins in thanks for all that God 

has given you. In turn, you will be helping to feed 

America’s hungry through the Society of St. 

Andrew’s feeding ministries, reflecting Jesus’ own 

concern for the least, the last, and the lost.  
 

More than 14 percent of American households 

struggle to put enough food on the table. 

There is not just one cause of hunger, which means 

there is not just one solution. But one thing is clear: 

hunger in America is solvable. It isn’t an issue of 

producing more food, because we produce more 

than enough to feed everyone already. The simple 

truth is that hunger exists in the United States 

because we Americans tolerate it. Let’s put an end 

to that way of thinking.     ~ www.endhunger.org 

We Are Connected 
 

Bishop Devadhar and N.E. Clergy Speak 

Out About Accepting Syrian Refugees 
 

On Monday, November 16, Governor Maggie Hassan 

issued this statement through her communications 

director: “The Governor believes that the federal 

government should halt acceptance of refugees from 

Syria until intelligence and defense officials can assure 

that the process for vetting all refugees, including those 

from Syria, is as strong as possible to ensure the safety of 

the American people.” 

 

 
 

A Letter to NH Governor Hassan 

November 20, 2015  

Dear Governor Hassan, 

As United Methodist faith leaders in the State of 

New Hampshire, we write to urge you to 

reconsider your position, which calls upon the 

federal government to halt the resettlement of 

Syrian refugees within the United States and, by 

extension, our state. 

We want to thank you for your deep concern for 

the safety of the residents of the U.S. and of New 

Hampshire in particular. As one of our elected 

leaders, it is clear that you take your responsibility 

to public safety seriously and thoughtfully, and 

you are to be commended for that. 

There comes a time, however, when the cries and 

the suffering of our siblings in the human family 

cannot be ignored or denied; our response cannot 

be delayed or deferred. Recognizing the unity and 

interdependence of humanity, we are obligated to 

respond from the greatest parts of ourselves, not 

from the fears which would restrain us. These are 

the very fears on which terrorism seeks to prey. 
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It is fear that would check our compassion, fear 

that causes us to withhold our welcome. As a 

nation, our process for screening and evaluating 

those seeking amnesty as refugees already is 

thorough and arduous. Halting the resettlement of 

refugees to re-examine that process, at this moment 

when the need is so great, is a fear-based reaction 

that delays justice—and justice delayed too long 

becomes justice denied. 

But fear does not have the final say. There is 

another way: the way of love. Love drives out fear. 

Loves sees the children and adults fleeing violent 

regimes as our own children, parents, siblings, 

friends. Love moves individuals to open their 

homes, schools to open their classrooms, faith 

communities to open their piles of donated clothing 

and household goods, and yes, government bodies 

to open their borders. Love refuses to sleep at night 

in the “Land of Opportunity” while huddled 

masses of people yearning to breathe free are held 

back behind miles of red tape. Love refuses to enter 

a season of celebration—of community, of family, 

of the presence of the Divine with us—while those 

most in need of that embrace are told there is no 

room for them at any inn. 

As we prepare in our communities for even the 

possibility of receiving refugees, we find in fact that 

we are drawn closer to one another—faith 

communities, service organizations, public 

institutions, and individuals work collaboratively 

to extend hospitality and welcome in our homes, 

towns, and regions. The people of New Hampshire 

are strengthened by this work, not diminished.  

We are at our best, strongest, most resilient, most 

connected, and most compassionate selves when 

we are working together for the good of others. 

Governor, we hope and we pray that you will 

continue your deep care for the well being of the 

people of New Hampshire, and will extend that 

same, unrelenting compassion and passion for 

justice to those who are not yet among us. We hope 

that you will be moved by love beyond the fears 

pressing around us, and will boldly lead our State 

in wise, thoughtful, open-hearted welcome to those 

refugees who seek, like all of us, to live in safety 

and peace. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Rebecca Girrell, Chair, New England Conference 

Board of Church & Society and Pastor, Lebanon United 

Methodist Church 

Rev. Dr. David Abbott, New Hampshire District 

Superintendent 

Pastor Marilyn Ayer, 

Chichester United Methodist Church 

Rev. Sharon Baker, 

Moultonborough United Methodist Church 

Rev. Casey Collins, 

Milford United Methodist Church 

Rev. Virginia Fryer, 

Bow Mills United Methodist Church 

Rev. Tom Getchell-Lacey, 

First United Methodist Church of Gilford 

Rev. Barbara Herber, 

United Methodist clergy, retired, Gilford 

Rev. Philip Polhemus, 

United Methodist clergy, retired, Meredith 

Rev. Geisa Matos-Machuca, 

First United Methodist Church, Manchester 

(and 3 other active and retired United Methodist clergy 

in the state of New Hampshire) 

 
Blue Christmas Service 

Wednesday, December 16    7:00 p.m. 
Bow Mills UMC, 505 South St., Bow 

Bow Mills UMC will be holding their Blue 

Christmas service again this year, understanding 

that there are folks for whom this Christmas will be 

a difficult one, either because they have had a 

death in the family, a loss or broken relationship or 

because of painful memories of Christmases past.  

All are invited to join them for a time of special 

music, scripture, silent reflection and healing 

prayer.  Light refreshments will be offered after the 

service. 

“This year, this year 
Let the day arrive, 

When Christmas comes for everyone, 
Everyone alive.” 



8 
 

 

Just for Fun 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cranberry-Orange Crunch Cookies 
Ingredients:  

 1 cup sugar  

 ¾ cup butter, softened  

 1 egg  

 2 cups flour  

 1½ tsp baking powder  

 ¼ tsp baking soda  

 ½ tsp nutmeg 

 ½ cup dried cranberries, chopped  

 1 Tbsp freshly grated orange peel 

 crunchy, sparkling sugar for dipping 

Directions:  

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Combine sugar, butter and egg in a bowl. Beat until 

creamy. Reduce speed and add flour, baking 

powder, baking soda, and nutmeg. Beat until well 

mixed. Add the dried cranberries and orange peel. 

Beat until combined. Chill dough for 2 hours. 

Shape cookies into one inch balls and dip tops in 

sparkling sugar. Place 2 inches apart on a cookie 

sheet lined with parchment paper; flatten slightly. 

Bake for 9 - 11 minutes or until edges are lightly 

browned. Do not over bake. Cool 10 minutes and 

remove from cookie sheet.  Makes 36 cookies. 

 

As For Me....... 
Many thanks to all who shared 

their Advent and Christmas Eve 

traditions in this issue. Myself, 

I’ve taken to using mini white 

lights to brighten the darkest corners around our 

house, reminding me that there is no place that the 

Light of the World can’t bring Hope.  

Have a blessed Advent season, everyone!  

Until next month... 
Glory 
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Here is your December 2015 newsletter….. 
to receive a full-color copy by email, contact the 

editor at gkidger@msn.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The people who walk in darkness 

    will see a great light. 

For those who live in a land of deep darkness,  

    a light will shine.”    Isaiah 9:2 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30 during this 

Advent Season. Christmas Eve Service at 7 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


