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Come One, Come All ! 
 

All-Church Conference 

Sunday, Dec. 7 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
 

All are invited to attend our 

annual Church Conference and 

all PUMC members will be able 

to vote on the issues that come 

before us.  

This is more than just a 

business meeting. Together 

with our District 

Superintendent, Rev. Dr. David 

Abbott, it’s also a time of 

worship and a chance to reflect 

on our ministries, celebrate our 

successes, and vision how we 

are living out the call to be the 

living presence of Christ in the 

world around us. We’ll look at 

how we are relating and 

serving with the people in our 

local and global 

neighborhoods.  

Come early for a supper of 

soup and sandwiches at 5:00. 
 

Our focus for worship will be 

around the theme of love as 

well as the scripture verses 

found in 1 Peter 4:7-11:  “ 7 The 

end of everything has come. 

Therefore, be self-controlled 

and clearheaded so you can 

pray. 8 Above all, show sincere 

love to each other, because love 

brings about the forgiveness of 

many sins. 9 Open your homes 

to each other without 

complaining. 10 And serve each 

other according to the gift each 

person has received, as good  

 

 

managers of God’s diverse 

gifts. 11 Whoever speaks should 

do so as those who speak God’s 

word. Whoever serves should 

do so from the strength that 

God furnishes. Do this so that 

in everything God may be 

honored through Jesus Christ. 

To him be honor and power 

forever and always. Amen.” 

(CEB) 

~ continued on page 3 ~ 

 

Last Day for Fudge Orders 
December 1 

Delivery Date: Dec. 21 

Sales of fudge from The Mill 

Fudge Factory will raise funds 

to purchase food for the Mardi 

Gras Dinner on February 6th, 

thus allowing 100% of the 

dinner’s proceeds to help those 

who are still rebuilding their 

homes and lives on the Gulf 

Coast after surviving Hurricane 

Katrina in 2005. Call Melissa 

Furbish (254-4638) to place 

your last minute orders. 
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Happening This Month 
 

 
 

 

Give the Gift of Life This Christmas 
 

 
Blood Drive 

Friday, December  19th      1:00 - 6:00 

The Red Cross has asked to partner with us for a 

second Blood Drive this year, thankful for the 

warm hospitality and cooperation they have 

experienced in the past. The need for live-saving 

blood doesn’t take a holiday, so we’re happy to 

help at what is a busy time of year. Appointments 

are recommended. Schedule online at 

www.redcrossblood.org or call the Red Cross at  

1-800-733-2767. Each presenting donor will receive 

a coupon for a free 6” SUBWAY sub.  

If you have some spare time on the 19th, please 

consider stopping by to encourage the donors. 

 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 2 Chelsea Cushing 

7 Steve Randall 

20 Lois & Charles McLoud 

20 Wes Cushing 

21 Charles Van Hagen 

22 Colin McIver 

27 Cindy Jencks 

Share your special days with your church family! 

Send birthday and anniversary information to  

the newsletter editor at gkidger@msn.com. 

Advent Devotions Program 2014 
November 30 -December 24 
 

Reclaim the spiritual 

dimensions of the Advent 

season with the Society of St. 

Andrew devotional booklet, 

Prince of Peace. Make room in 

your heart and in your busy 

days throughout the month 

for a few minutes each day 

reading scripture, reflecting 

on a brief meditation, and praying, in preparation 

for the Savior who is to come. 

 Used each year as a spiritual underpinning for 

Advent by hundreds of congregations of all 

denominations across the United States, these daily 

meditations—all new for 2014—are the words of 

people of faith, both pastors and lay persons, from 

all walks of life. The Advent Devotions Program 

offers an opportunity for our congregation to give 

in support of Society of St. Andrew’s feeding 

ministries, reflecting Jesus’ own concern for the 

least, the last, and the lost. Download your copy at 

www.endhunger.org or check with Worship Team 

Chairperson, Sandy Haskell.  

Consider using the accompanying coin box, which 

is available at the church, as an Advent Calendar: 

count your blessings each day throughout the 

month, and deposit coins in thanks for all that God 

has given you. In turn, you will be helping to feed 

America’s hungry. Read more about the Society of 

St. Andrew on page 6. 

 

Hope is Born  

A little child, a shining star,  

a stable rude, the door ajar.  

Yet in that place so crude, forlorn,  

The Hope of all the world was born.  
— author unknown 

 

 

Church Family  

Potluck Lunch 

& Yankee Swap 

Sunday, Dec. 14  

after Worship 

Children’s Choir 

Presentation 

enriching the  

Sunday Worship Service 

December 21   9:30 a.m.   
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News from the Pews 
 

The Worship Team invites your participation in our 

celebrations as an Advent Wreath candle-lighter. 

Contact Sandy Haskell, chairperson (536-4723).  

 

Advent Colors  

One of the season’s symbolic 

colors is blue, representing 

hope. During Advent, we wait 

in hope to celebrate again God’s 

coming in human form, and we 

look forward in hope to Christ’s 

coming in glory at the end of 

the age. Purple symbolizes the royalty of Jesus, the 

coming Prince of Peace, and the penitence with 

which we receive him; pink symbolizes joy and 

white, the Christ child. 

 

 
 

December 20   4:00 
Church of the Holy Spirit     170 Main Street 

Blue? Yes, blue as in "I am feeling blue."  

Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas 

holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with 

the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other 

disease that puts a question mark over the future, 

and a number of other human situations make 

parties and joviality painful for many people in our 

congregation and community. Increasing numbers 

of churches are creating sacred space for people 

living through dark times. All are welcome to 

attend this reflective service that accepts where we 

really are, and holds out healing and hope. 

 

 

Pastor Ashley’s Office Hours: 

Open to church members  

and the larger community 

Tuesdays, 4-6:00, @ Café Monte 

Alto,  85 Main Street 

Thursdays, 5-7:00, church office 

~ Church Conference – continued from front page ~ 
 

 The short business portion of the conference will 

feature reports, a vote on the proposed budget for 

2015, and a review of the nominations for next 

year’s committees. 
 

The bulk of the evening will be spent discussing 

how we are being “the church” and serving others 

with the gifts that God has given us, following the 

example set forth by our founder, John Wesley: 
 

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition 
United Methodist Hymnal #607 

I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt,  

rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure 

and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 
 

Come to the Church Conference on Dec. 7 and give 

voice to your vision for Plymouth UMC’s place in 

our community. 
 

 

Service 
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Photo: PSU 

Living into Community 
 

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison 

The holiday season is in full swing 

on the PSU campus!  On Monday, 

Nov. 24th, United Campus 

Ministry, Catholic Campus 

Ministry, and plenty of student 

and alumni volunteers delivered 

198 Thanksgiving baskets to needy families in 

Plymouth and the surrounding area. The baskets 

are financed by donations from PSU faculty, staff 

and alumni. It's a 41-year tradition of the PSU 

community giving thanks to the greater Plymouth 

community for hosting our university.  
 

I'm also excited to report that I feel like we're 

starting to forge some meaningful relationships 

between PSU students and the Plymouth 

community. On Thursday, Nov. 20, a group of PSU 

lacrosse players helped move 175 turkeys to the 

PACC Food Pantry. UCM made that connection via 

Campus Chaplain Grace Burson's "Spirituality 

Table," which I often join her for at noon every 

Tuesday in Prospect Dining Hall. And our second 

meal for Bridge House residents was on the Friday 

after Thanksgiving. We're still looking for a 

dependable student group for the endeavor, but we 

have faith that it will come! 
 

We spent most of our November board meeting 

prepping our annual fundraising letter. I wrote this 

one! It's an official duty of the board chair. So, if 

you were lucky enough to receive one, please give 

generously! If you need one, let me know; I'd be 

happy to hand deliver it.  
 

Remember, if you have any suggestions for campus 

community outreach or spiritual experiences, 

please share them with me, and I'll pass them along 

at the next UCM board meeting.  

Wishing you peace and blessings this holiday 

season! 
 

For more information, see the United Campus Ministry 

website at www.plymouth.edu/office/campus-ministry 

 

 

 

 

Ladies  COFFEE  
presents 

“Women in the Bible and Christmas” 

Wednesday, December 3  ~  9:30 a.m. 

Rumney Baptist Church Ministry Center 

375 Main Street, Rumney 

Main Speaker: Pastor Margaret Bickford 

Fellowship * Music * Goodies  * Coffee & More 

Admission:  $3 per person 

On-site childcare available 

For more information contact the  

Rumney Baptist Church office: 786-9918 

 

 

 
 

Cookies Help Those in Crisis 
The Cookie Walk, hosted by the Women’s 

Fellowship at our recent Holiday Bazaar, raised 

$325 for Voices Against Violence, a crisis services 

agency located in Plymouth. VAV’s mission is to 

break the cycle of violence by providing 

information and support to victims and survivors, 

their family and friends, community members, and 

professionals around domestic violence, children 

who witness domestic violence, sexual violence 

and harassment, stalking, and bullying.  

They offer, among other services, a 24 Hour 

Hotline (536-1659 or 1-877-221-6176) and a safe, 

temporary, emergency shelter at a non-disclosed 

location for victims and their children in fear for 

their safety. The top priority on their Wish List is 

gas cards that they can give to families who need to 

flee.  VAV Office Phone: 536-5999. 
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We Are Connected 
 

When Methodists are united . . .  we provide an 

alternative to the recent U.S. consumer driven 

shopping traditions of Black Friday, Local Business 

Saturday, and Cyber Monday. UMC 

#GivingTuesday offers an opportunity to start off 

the holiday season by giving instead of getting 

through supporting organizations and missionaries 

that have been researched and approved by the 

United Methodist General Board of Global 

Ministries. And 100% of all gifts made through The 

Advance are given directly to the designated 

project. 

Thanks to United Methodists’ participation in last 

year’s UMC #GivingTuesday: 

 youth in the US repaired homes for families 

in need while being trained to be servant 

leaders. 

 UMCOR responded globally to disasters 

that weren’t in the news spotlight. 

 a health care center in Haiti now offers 

increased access to care. 

 families in Guatemala are generating 

income and improving their diets through 

gardening. 

 a community in Sierra Leone finished 

digging a well to provide clean safe 

drinking water.  

When Methodists are united . . . and support any 

one of the 850 United Methodist-related Advance 

projects, together we meet a range of needs, from 

helping survivors cope with natural or civil 

disasters to helping communities build churches, 

feed and educate children, and equip hospitals and 

clinics.  

Since its founding in 1948, The Advance has helped 

channel more than 3 million gifts totaling more 

than $1 billion dollars to thousands of projects and 

ministries. 

While people can give through The Advance any 

time of year, having one day when Methodists are 

united in supporting The Advance together, shifts 

energy away from secular consumerism and back 

into a spirit of cheerful Christian giving. It shows 

the world the transformational power that can 

happen in one day . . . when Methodists are united. 
 

 
See more at: www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday 

 

 

Giving Together 
 

“Dear Friends in Mission, 

Thank you for your gift of $229.60  to the Imagine 

No Malaria campaign through The Advance , the 

designated mission giving channel of The United 

Methodist Church [from the August Yard 

Sale/BBQ]. We are pleased to 

share that 100 percent of your 

contribution will go towards 

eliminating one of the world’s 

most deadly diseases. Giving 

through The Advance enables United Methodists 

to support one another in ministry and mission 

around the world. Thank you for partnering with 

us in God’s mission. 

Through gifts like yours, Imagine No Malaria has 

already distributed 1.2 million insecticide-treated 

bed nets throughout Africa. We have also trained 

more than 5,400 community health workers to 

personally deliver mosquito nets and measure 

usage rates. Today, because of the dedicated and 

generous support of people like you, malaria’s 

impact has been cut in half! 

Grace and Peace,” 

Roland Fernandez, General Treasurer 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

General Board of Global Ministries 
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Alternative Christmas Gift Ideas 
 

Looking for meaningful gifts 

this Christmas? You can 

donate to some wonderful 

organizations in honor of the 

person you are giving a gift to. 

Why give another tie when 

you can let them know that 

you have helped others by giving an exceptional 

gift to a worthy cause in their name.  

Here are just a few ideas: 

 

The Society of St. Andrew 

While you and your family are celebrating the 

joyous Christmas season, many Americans will be 

experiencing first-hand the reality of hunger and 

poverty in our land of abundance.  Even in this 

economic downturn, America is still the richest 

nation on earth, but some 40 million of its citizens 

are suffering in poverty.  This Christmas you can 

give them hope by the simple act of honoring your 

loved ones with a Gift Donation to feed the hungry. 
 

Your Donation Will be Matched ...... By Potatoes!  

This year, on #GivingTuesday, December 2, every 

dollar given to Society of St. Andrew will be 

matched with 10 pounds of potatoes. For 24 hours, 

every gift made to Society of St. Andrew will have 

even greater impact! With this generous in-kind 

gift matching, every $1 given (by phone, online, or 

postmarked check) will put an astonishing 80 

servings of healthy food on the table.  

To join this effort, donate online (endhunger.org)  

or call (1-800-333-4597) on December 2.    

To send a check - mark it "#GivingTuesday, and 

send it to:  Society of St. Andrew 

3383 Sweet Hollow Road, Big Island VA 24526 

 

“Keep the Heat On” 
Help supply heating fuel for 

area residents in need with 

winter fuel expenses like oil, 

propane, wood, and electric 

heat.  

Plymouth Area Community 

Closet;  P.O. Box 434, 

Plymouth, NH  03264 

Heifer International 

We have all needed a helping hand in our life. Start 

a cycle of positive change by helping others as you 

have been helped. Choose a meaningful gift to give 

a loved one and help children and families around 

the world receive training and animal gifts that 

help them become self-reliant. The giving spirit 

grows exponentially through Heifer’s “Passing on 

the Gift” program. Families share the training they 

receive, and pass on the first female offspring of 

their livestock to another family. This extends the 

impact of the original gift, allowing a once 

impoverished family to become donors and full 

participants in improving their communities. 

Browse through Heifer’s unique Gift Catalog at 

www.heifer.org or look for it in the church 

bookcase. This year, why not give a goat for 

Christmas? 
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For my personal column this 

month, I share the following from 

the Rethink Church website, one 

of the United Methodist Church’s 

initiatives for helping local 

churches think outside the box: 

     ~ Glory ~ 
 

Why You Shouldn’t Simplify Christmas  
There are plenty of reasons why we should trim 

down and simplify our Christmas celebrations.  

Or at least that's what culture tells us. But here are 

a few reasons why you shouldn't. 
 

1. It's OK to be extravagant. We're not talking 

about the extravagance where you spend 

thousands of dollars on decorations for your house 

or on that big Santa and reindeer set to put up on 

your roof. But maybe this is the time of year where 

you are more extravagant with your time. Perhaps 

you give a few hours from your busy schedule to 

bag a meal at the local food pantry, or you give an 

extra gift for the Angel Tree that helps bring some 

Christmas cheer to the families of those in need. 

Extravagance may even mean giving yourself a 

little more time to savor the day.  
 

2. Take a cue from the kids. Kids know how to 

celebrate. They enjoy the wonder and merriment of 

the season, like finding a new treat in their 

stocking or the messiness of baking and decorating 

cookies. And here's a secret: it's OK if you don't do 

the dishes right away! 
 

3. Christmas Day is just the beginning. Although 

we are accustomed to celebrating Christmas on a 

single day on December 25, in both Christian 

tradition and on the Church calendar, the 

Christmas season lasts for the twelve days 

beginning December 25 and ending on January 6, 

Epiphany. God entered our world as an infant, 

demonstrating the depth of God's love — and a 

radical vision of peace and love — for all creation.  
 

May your hearts be filled with anticipation, 

hope, and joyful gratitude this season, 

however you celebrate.  www.rethinkchurch.org 
 

 

Feel free to send newsletter corrections at any time to 

gkidger@msn.com or call me at 536-9620. 

Looking Ahead 
 

Unearth Your Talents, Share Your Gifts 

As we look forward to the ministries we will grow 

next year, we need a few key leaders to guide our 

way. These positions will be open as of January 1: 

 Worship Team Chairperson 

 Lay Leader 

 Additional Members of the  Staff-Parish 

Relations Committee 

 Additional Members of the Trustees 
 

Return the filled coin boxes for  

the Society of St. Andrew - Sunday, January 4. 

 

January 4, 2015:  

Epiphany Sunday 

On this day, when we recount 

the story of the Magi bringing 

their gifts to honor the newborn 

Prince of Peace, so too, we will 

begin to look at what gifts we 

can offer Him. Each of us will be 

asked to look at what we treasure in life....where 

we invest our time, energy, emotions, and finances. 

In the quiet of the winter season, we will slow 

down and reflect on the condition of our hearts, 

open our eyes to see the holy in the ordinary, and 

listen for the voice of God calling each of us to a 

renewed relationship. Strengthened by our 

personal devotion, we will join together to reach 

out to our community, sharing God’s love..... 
 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

And have the gift to all inspire, 

And have not love, my words are vain, 

As sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 

Though I may give all I possess, 

And striving so my love profess, 

But not be given by love within, 

The profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 

Our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; 

By this we worship, and are freed. 
      

         UMH #408  “The Gift of Love” 
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Here is your December 2014 Newsletter……. 

to receive a full-color copy by email, contact the 

editor at gkidger@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Advent Worship Schedule:  

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


