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Advent Season 

Greetings  

Pastor Lucas Boomsma 
I hope that everyone had a 

wonderful Thanksgiving and 

safe travels. The month of 

December is upon us and with 

it the season of Advent. This is 

an exciting time for the Church, 

as we get ourselves ready for 

the coming of Christ! In the 

next four weeks, we will 

explore how the coming of 

Christ was predicted in the Old 

Testament, the wonderful and 

powerful events that his birth 

echoed in, and also the promise 

that he will come again. As we 

get ready for this Christmas 

season, I pray that we can focus 

in on these powerful messages 

and that we can reflect on how 

they teach us to live out our 

lives. God has a plan for all of 

us and he is working within 

our Church through you the 

congregation. As we think 

about the gifts under our trees, 

remember and give thanks for 

the greatest gift we have, the 

gift of God’s son and the 

promise of everlasting life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Family  

Potluck Supper 

Friday, December 6th   

at 5:30  
We take this opportunity each 

year to relax and have fun 

together as a church family as 

part of our Christmas season 

celebrations. Bring your friends 

and a dish to share on the 

buffet table. For those who 

wish to join in the Yankee 

Swap, please bring a wrapped 

gift worth not more than $5. 

 

Advent Lending Library 
Everyone is invited to share 

their favorite inspirational 

resources as we journey 

together through this season of 

anticipation. Take a look 

through the bookcase at the 

back of the sanctuary. Feel free 

to borrow something that 

sparks your Advent reflections.
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News from the Pews 
 

 
Join us each Sunday in Advent as we explore this 

year’s worship theme: “Miracle in the Manger”: 

Dec. 1 - Looking for the Coming Messiah 

Dec. 8 - Good News Brings Peace 

Dec. 15 - Preparing Our Hearts for Your Coming 

Dec. 22 - Lead Me to the Manger, Show Me the 

Christ Child 

 

The Worship Committee Wants You! 
by Dee Rainville 

 The Worship Committee is looking for new 

members and some adjunct helpers/volunteers:  

 We are in need of volunteers to help create 

and run the Powerpoint on Sundays. We 

currently have two people. If we could get 

two more, it would mean each person 

would only have to create the Powerpoint 

once a month. Contact Dee Rainville (536-

5620) or Sandy Haskell (536-4723) if you are 

interested. 

 Do you love welcoming people with a big 

smile?  Speak with Steve Randall to sign up 

as a greeter. 

 Do you have a burning desire to speak the 

scriptures? Contact Diane Randall (731-

1186) to sign up as a liturgist. 

 Are you creative and like desktop 

publishing? You can volunteer to put 

together and print the bulletin. See Diane 

Randall, Sandy Haskell, or Dee Rainville. 

 Do you want to pass the collection plate? 

Speak to Chris Topham to sign up. 

 Do you have a child who wants to bring the 

light of Christ to the altar during our 

worship service? Speak to either Bob 

Haskell or Heather Cassarino (536-5099). 

 Would you like to donate decorations or 

flowers to brighten up the sanctuary? 

Contact Donna Gorton (960-1047). 

 Once a month, the communion service 

needs to be set up and cleaned up after the 

service. If you are interested in helping with 

the communion, please see Sandy Haskell 

or Diane Randall. 

 Volunteer for a week, a month, or as long as you 

are able. The service requires many smaller jobs to 

create the entire service and any help is greatly 

appreciated.  Many hands and minds do make light 

work…join us!   

 Also, if you want to request a special song, a 

theme, or have some materials to share with the 

Worship Committee to be incorporated into the 

service, please see Sandy Haskell or Dee Rainville. 
 

 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 1 Kevin Wolff 

 1 Sarah Wolff 

 2 Chelsea Cushing 

 7 Steve Randall 

 20 Lois & Charles McLoud 

 20 Wes Cushing 

 21 Charles Van Hagen 

 22 Colin McIver 

 27 Cindy Jencks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Methodist Youth Fellowship Mission Party  

Sunday, December 15th at 11:00 

Wrapping gifts for children from the Pemi 

Youth Center and Bridge House Shelter 

Plus Food and Lots of Fun! 
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Reaching Out Into the Community 
 

The Shoeboxes Are on Their Way… 
 

 
Various members of PUMC assembled 19 shoeboxes full of 
small gifts for children through the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child campaign. In addition, several 
people volunteered their time at the OCC Relay Depot at 
Gateway Alliance Church, including members of the new 
Methodist Youth Fellowship group, some of whom are shown 
above - looks like they had a great time! 

 

Let Your Love Lights Shine 

We are pleased to once again host a “Love Lights” 

Memorial Tree in the church’s front foyer as a 

fundraiser for the Pemi-Baker Community Health. 

When a donation is made in memory of someone 

special, a red light bulb is replaced with a white 

one, slowly creating a sparkling symbol of support. 

Feel free to also hang a picture of your honoree on 

the tree along with the card you will fill out.  

The goal of the Hospice Program is to improve the 

quality of life of the patient and their family 

through services provided by the hospice team that 

includes physicians, nurses, social workers, 

spiritual and bereavement counselors, and 

volunteers. This program allows individuals to 

remain at home and die with dignity, surrounded 

by loved ones. 

 

The Bridge House  
We continue to support the Bridge House 

Homeless Shelter staff as they minister to those 

who need help with the basic necessities of life. 

Their Wish List includes these cleaning supplies: 

bleach, dish soap, ziplock sandwich bags, sponges 

with a scrubber on one side, rubber gloves, 

bathroom cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, all-purpose 

cleaners.  Collection box in the front foyer.  

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison 

United Campus Ministry at PSU has two major 

events that happen every November. First, UCM 

teams up with Catholic Campus Ministry to 

coordinate PSU's Thanksgiving Basket Project. This 

is the 40th year PSU has provided Thanksgiving 

meals to the needy in our community! Faculty and 

staff give generously to fund the project, and then, 

PSU students -- who usually have more time than 

money -- deliver the baskets to needy families the 

Monday before Thanksgiving. This year, we 

supplied 190 baskets to our neighbors in need.  

Second, we always prepare our holiday fundraising 

letter at the November board meeting. If you 

receive one of these letters, please give generously. 

Denominational support has dwindled over the 

years as mainline churches have struggled to pay 

their own bills, so UCM now relies primarily on 

individual donations. If you did NOT receive a 

letter, but would like to give, please contact me and 

I'll get you the necessary paperwork.  

 As always, if you have ideas for campus 

community outreach or spiritual experiences, 

please share them with me, and I'll pass them along 

at the next UCM board meeting! 

For more information, see the United Campus Ministry 

website at www.plymouth.edu/office/campus-ministry 

 

 
Christmas Caroling on Saturday, 

December 14 
Warm up those vocal chords and take some 

seasonal cheer out into the community. Stops are 

scheduled for Speare Memorial Hospital, Bridge 

House Homeless Shelter, and Plymouth Terrace 

Apartments. Plan to meet in the church parking lot 

at 12:30 to carpool. Contact Donna Gorton at  

960-1047 if you need additional details. 
 

BE A CEREAL GIVER! 
The Plymouth Area Community Closet  

Food Pantry is in Need of Boxed Cereals - 
Generic Brands OK 

Collection Basket in Front Foyer 
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Alternative Gift Giving 
 

Think Outside the Christmas Box! 
Get creative this year - consider giving gifts that 

honor your loved ones while also supporting 

charitable organizations that help others. Here are a 

few suggestions: 

 

Online Gifts to Mission through  the Advance 

Will Be Matched Dollar for Dollar on Dec. 3rd  

 Gifts made online through The Advance on UMC 

#GivingTuesday will be matched dollar for dollar 

on December 3rd*. On this very special day, give 

through The Advance, the designated giving arm 

of The United Methodist Church, and extend your 

generosity through this matching opportunity. 

Visit www.umcmission.org/give to search the more 

than 850 missions and ministries that are supported 

through The Advance. As always, 100 percent of 

your gift will reach the project you designate. 

 *Global Ministries will allocate the "matching 

funds" dollar for dollar up to the first $500,000 in 

gifts to Advance projects received online on 

December 3, 2013, between 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 

p.m. EST.  

 

“Would you give Jesus a tie 
or give in his name?” 
 
Heifer for the Holidays 

Heifer International offers a variety of options for 

gift-giving with attractive cards to send to your 

honoree. View their website at www.heifer.org. 

The core of their model is Passing on the Gift. This 

means families share the training they receive, and 

pass on the first female offspring of their livestock 

to another family. This extends the impact of the 

original gift, allowing a once impoverished family 

to become donors and full participants in 

improving their communities. 

The goal of every Heifer project is to help families 

achieve self-reliance. Together, donors can change 

the world, one family, one community, at a time. 

And it all starts with a gift.     www.heifer.org 

 

 

The Society of St. Andrew - Feeding America’s 

Hungry     www.endhunger.com 

While you and your family are celebrating the 

joyous Christmas season, many Americans will 

experience first-hand the reality of hunger and 

poverty in our land of abundance.  Even in this 

economic downturn, America is still the richest 

nation on earth, but some 40 million of its citizens 

are suffering in poverty. This Christmas you can 

give them hope by the simple act of honoring your 

loved ones with a gift donation to feed the hungry. 

 Each $12 gift donation to the Society of St. Andrew 

provides about 600 servings of fresh, nutritious 

food to America’s hungry families.  

They have a gorgeous card that announces your 

generous gift to feed the hungry in the name of 

your chosen honoree(s). You will also receive the 

same card with our thanks and confirmation of the 

number of people you honored. All gifts are tax 

deductible as allowed by law. 

 
Support Voices Against Violence 

Not all families experience peace, love, or joy at 

Christmastime. Some need outside help with 

relationship issues. Voices Against Violence is a 

crisis services agency located in Plymouth, NH. 

They provide information and support to victims 

and survivors, their family and friends, community 

members, and professionals around domestic 

violence, children who witness domestic violence, 

sexual violence and harassment, stalking, human 

trafficking and bullying. 

Their Top Wishlist Priorities this Year: 

Warm hats and gloves or mittens adult & children, 

various sizes 

Socks for women and children in various sizes 

2 Christmas trees - imitation preferred, previously 

owned okay 

Trash bags;  Gas and Gift cards 

Voices Against Violence,  

P.O. Box 53, Plymouth NH 03264    phone: 536-5999 

www.voicesagainstviolence.net 
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An Invitation for Open 

Communication  
 

A Message from the Bishop of the New England 

Conference                               November 20, 2013    

 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

I know that many of you have been following this 

week's church trial of Rev. Frank Schaefer in 

Pennsylvania. Rev. Schaefer was charged with 

disobedience to the Book of Discipline for 

officiating at the same-gender wedding of his son 

in 2007. On Monday, after a day of testimony, the 

jury returned a guilty verdict. Late last night, the 

jury sentenced Rev. Schaefer to a 30-day 

suspension, with the stipulation that if at the end of 

the 30 days he cannot agree to follow the Discipline 

in its entirety, he must surrender his orders. I heard 

this news with a heavy heart, and I know that 

many are trying to understand this sentencing. 

The trial also comes on the heels of last week’s 

Council of Bishops’ statement recommending that 

retired Bishop Melvin Talbert be charged with 

disobedience to the Discipline for officiating at a 

same-gender celebration earlier this month.  

Though I appreciated the fact the letter indicates 

that we, including the Council of Bishops, are not 

of one mind on this issue, I could not agree with 

the statement in its entirety because of my strong 

belief that we must try our best to follow the 

teachings of Jesus. We must examine prayerfully 

the words of Jesus and discern what Christ had to 

say when laws of his time and the love of God were 

in conflict. 

In this spirit, as I learned of some of the 

proceedings of the Schaefer trial, understood the 

words of the witnesses – including those of Rev. 

Schaefer and his son Tim – and heard Rev. 

Schaefer’s struggle in his discernment of his 

decision in 2007, my thoughts immediately went to 

the questions raised by Jesus, “Think of it this way: 

if your [child] asked you for bread, would you give 

a stone? Of course not—you would give a loaf of 

bread. If your [child] asked for a fish, would you 

give a snake? No, to be sure, you would give a 

fish—the best fish you could find." (Matthew 7:9-

10, The Voice). As faithful Christians, in our 

interpretation of the biblical message can we be 

historical and literal on some parts of the Bible, and 

cultural and contextual on other parts of the Bible? 

Realizing that we may, as a church, stand on both 

sides of the decision and the outcome of this trial, 

in the midst of our pain and sadness, anger and 

frustration, may we turn to God and pray using the 

words of the Psalmist, "God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble." (Psalm 

46:1). There are differing interpretations on how we 

should handle same gender issues, and as a Bishop 

of the United Methodist Church, I am committed to 

uphold the Discipline of the church with integrity. 

Friends in Christ, I share these thoughts with you 

as a fellow Christian, knowing that some of you 

may not be where I am on this issue or other issues. 

May I request you to communicate with me if you 

have any questions so we may be in further 

dialogue? 

Let us continue to be in dialogue with one another 

about these issues. I know there is much pain 

around this trial, so if you have questions or need 

to discuss these issues, your district 

superintendents and I will make ourselves 

available to you. My continuing hope is that, 

irrespective of our differences, our words and our 

actions will always reflect Christ-like love and 

grace to one another and to the world, especially to 

all who seek a safe, welcoming home in our United 

Methodist churches. Please join me in prayer for 

Rev. Frank Schaefer, his family, his congregation 

and all parties involved in the trial. Please also pray 

for our beloved United Methodist Church. May the 

Holy Spirit guide us through these painful times. 

In Christ’s love, 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

 

 

May we at PUMC Open Our Hearts to love 

others as God loves them, 

and Open Our Minds to new understanding 

and acceptance of our differences, 

as we Open Our Doors to all who love God 

and seek to be in relationship with Christ. 
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Doing Some Online Shopping? 
What if you could buy the things you need online 

and give to our church at the same time? At no cost 

to you or our church? Read this message from the 

General Council of Finance and Administration 

of The United Methodist Church:  

 “The United Methodist Church*, in partnership 

with some of the largest online retailers, have built 

a shopping tool that provides a cash benefit for 

your church when you purchase through the 

UMCmarket -- items you'd probably be buying 

anyway. The retailer does not markup the price any 

— you still pay what you’d pay as you did before. 

How does it work? Simply create an account at 

UMCMarket.org and designate the church of your 

choosing. 

Then when you're ready to buy, just log into your 

UMCmarket account and shop at any of the partner 

retailers and, PRESTO, a percentage of the sale is 

given to the beneficiary you designated in your 

account settings. 

 We just blew your mind, right? Seems too 

complicated or you don’t want to have to 

remember to log into your account every time you 

go shopping? Don’t worry. There’s even an add-on 

for your Web browser to make the process even 

easier. VOILA! You’re done and ready to shop! 

Buy a camera from Amazon? SAY CHEESE! Your 

church just got a shot of money. Book that trip at 

Expedia? WHOOSH! A veritable money-postcard 

is delivered to your church while you’re sitting on 

the beach. Order that dress you’ve been keeping an 

eye on at Macy’s? CYMBAL-CRASH! A virtual 

Thanksgiving Day Parade marches into your 

church’s office like a float made of money. TICK-

TOCK. What are you waiting for? Sign up today at 

UMCmarket.org. 

 

 
 

 

 

Just For Fun! 
 

 
 
 

From the Editor: 

Many apologies for this abbreviated edition of 

Window to the World - time crunches and technical 

difficulties were a challenge this month! 

I hope everyone has a wonderful Advent season as 

you anticipate your Christmas celebrations, always 

keeping in mind the reason we have this season in 

the first place - that God came to live on earth in 

human flesh to prove that He loves us, understands 

what we are going through, and promises to never 

leave us. 

Peace, 

Glory  

http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=dtISK8MQKnKTI0OUE&s=geKMIRNwGiIQLWNxEpF&m=goKJLONtGhIMIZI
http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=dtISK8MQKnKTI0OUE&s=geKMIRNwGiIQLWNxEpF&m=goKJLONtGhIMIZI

