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Maundy Thursday - Presentation of the “Living Last Supper”,  

7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Open to the community. This powerful 

drama will leave you thoughtful as you prepare to celebrate Easter. 

Good Friday Services in Plymouth :  Stations of the Cross - noon, 

Church of the Holy Spirit Episcopal, 170 Main St.;  Service of Tenebrae 

7:00 p.m., Plymouth Congregational UCC on the common 

Easter Sunrise Service - 6:00 a.m. All are welcome to join folks from 

the Campton Congregational Church at the Armont Inn in Ellsworth, 

311 Ellsworth Hill Road, Campton. 

Easter Service - 9:30 a.m. in the PUMC Sanctuary 

 

 

This Easter, Choose a Fresh Start 
 

“God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people over another. Rather, in 

every nation, whoever worships him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by proclaiming the 

good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all!” Acts 10:34b-36, CEB 
 

Resurrection is not the only “R-word” that describes the miracle of 

Easter. R is also the first letter in words like renewal, rejuvenation, 

renaissance and repair. 

Easter is the perfect time for a repair job. Is anything broken in your 

life? All of us have fallen apart and found broken pieces scattered in 

relationships, careers, health and attitudes. 

We are like the disciples, perhaps in every way. We don’t always 

understand what God is doing in our lives. No matter what the Bible 

says or what God promises, we just don’t get it.  Stress and doubt take 

over when life gets tough, and then God walks us through a trial. 

Finally, we understand. God is the master fixer-upper. 

~ continued on page 8 ~ 
 

 
Maundy Thursday 

“Living Last Supper” 

April 2  ~  7:00 p.m. 
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This Month at PUMC 

 

Ham & Bean Dinner 

Saturday, April 11      4:30 - 6:30 
We invite you to join us for an 

evening of good food and warm 

fellowship. The menu includes 

baked ham, homemade beans, 

salads, sides, breads, beverages 

and a wide selection of desserts. 

Adults  $8; children ages 6-12, 

$4; children under 6, free. Bring your families, 

friends, and neighbors. Funds raised through these 

monthly dinners help to develop our church’s 

ministries and outreach. 10% of the proceeds from 

this dinner will be donated to Voices Against 

Violence in Plymouth. 

Mark your calendars for these future dinners:  

May 2, June 6, July 11, and August 1. 

 
One of the most requested 

items on the Commitment 

cards returned during our 

Stewardship Campaign is the 

opportunity for small group 

fellowship. To further explore 

which types of activities are most sought after, a 

brainstorming list for small group interest has 

been posted on the back wall of the sanctuary. You 

are invited to add your wishes to the list and state 

when you would be available to meet.  

Once interests have been identified, organization 

can take place. 

A few of the ideas bouncing around so far include: 

Loneliness / bereavement support group 

Parents or single-parents support or activity group 

Book discussion club 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Fun fellowship activities group 

Men’s group 

Music / jam sessions 

Knitting sessions 

Weekday contemporary worship 

Share YOUR ideas  ~  what can the church 

provide for your fellowship interests?  

 

Voices Against Violence 
Reaching Out, Speaking Out 

 

Voices Against Violence is a crisis services agency 

located in Plymouth. Their services are available 

for victims of abuse, survivors and non-offending 

family members and friends. 

What is abuse? 

Domestic and sexual violence can take many 

forms—physical abuse, mental abuse, sexual 

assault, verbal threatening or neglect—and can 

affect anyone at any time: friends, coworkers, 

relatives, children, teens, men and women. By 

acknowledging the existence of domestic and 

sexual violence, stalking and harassment in our 

communities, they can raise awareness of the 

problem and enable both victims and witnesses to 

take action to break the cycle of violence. 

Learn about domestic violence  

Read books and articles, watch documentaries, go 

to educational events that your local domestic 

violence program sponsors. Like so many others, 

you might find that once you learn about it, that 

you suddenly see it all around you.  

Show Compassion 

If you have a friend, family member, co-worker or 

neighbor who is experiencing domestic violence, 

the very best thing you can do for that person is to 

listen, believe, and do all you can to keep the 

person from getting isolated.  

Speak Up  ~  Raise YOUR Voice 

One of the things that will really have an impact on 

domestic violence is social intolerance — ordinary 

people like you saying to an abuser, “That’s 

unacceptable.” 

VAV’s Top Wishlist Priorities: toilet paper, 

laundry detergent, gas cards to give to families that 

need to flee. To view a complete wishlist, visit 

www.voicesagainstviolence.net 

24-hour hotline: 1-877-221-6176  Office: 536-5999 

 

    

Your chance to learn more: 

Voices Against Violence 

Director Meg Kennedy-

Dugan will present a Mission 

Moment during the Sunday 

worship service on April 12.   
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News from the Pews 
 

This is one of my 

favorites, I was too little 

to remember it, but my 

mom does a great job 

telling it. I’ll try to do 

her justice. I was born in 

Florida and we lived there for the first five years of 

my life. My father, as a firefighter for the Air Force, 

worked a lot, so there would be days at a time that 

my mom would be on her own with my sister, 

Courtney, and I. Of course you can imagine how 

exhausted my mother would be trying to wrangle 

an infant and a toddler by herself.  

One day in particular she had been playing with 

us, but she fell asleep mid-playtime. As she slept 

she was dreaming and in her dreams she could 

hear water rushing. It didn’t stop but eventually 

morphed into a flushing sound, over and over 

again. She slowly came to consciousness, oriented 

herself on the floor, alone in the living room but, 

the flushing sound still hadn’t stopped. Then she 

heard giggling. Still groggy she stood and 

stumbled toward the bathroom only to find my 

sister and I. Courtney was standing next to the 

toilet, continuously flushing it, while I was next to 

her, inside the toilet bowl, giggling as the water 

whooshed around my little body into the hole in 

the bottom. Apparently my sister had had quite 

enough of me and figured this would be the easiest 

way to get rid of me for good; it worked with fish, 

didn’t it?         ~ Pastor Ashley Bowler 
 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

   2 Mary Rannacher 

  10 Chris Topham 

  13 Lois McLoud 

  13 Maddox Allain 

  22 Neil McIver 

  27 Normand Rainville 

Share your special days with your church family! 

Send birthday and anniversary information to 

the newsletter editor at gkidger@msn.com. 

Engage in the Worship Experience 
The Worship Team has posted a chart on the back 

wall of the sanctuary that invites you to pick a date 

and pick an element that you would be willing to 

share in our Sunday worship time together.   

Choose to: 

Bring flowers for the altar decoration for a Sunday 

or two. 

Welcome and greet folks who arrive - plan to be at 

the church by 9:00 a.m. 

Set up the communion elements on a first Sunday 

of one month around 8:30 - directions are available 

from the Worship Team. 

Be an acolyte that carries the Light of Christ in and 

out of our worship gathering. 

Assist the pastor in leading the worship service as a 

reader, also known as a liturgist. 

Present a 3-minute Mission Moment, sharing 

information about a project or organization that we 

can support as a church. See the pastor or Mission 

Team Chair Diane Tiffany for help with ideas. 

Worship Team Chair, Dee Rainville, 536-5620. 

 
Updating Membership Rolls 

We need your help! It is time for spring cleaning, 

and that includes updating all of our membership 

records. Keeping our membership rolls updated 

will help us better care for and communicate with 

our members. Membership Secretary Dee Rainville  

will send a mailing sometime in April. Please 

watch for the letter and respond promptly. We 

thank God for your partnership with us in the 

gospel of Jesus Christ! 

 

Confirmation and Membership Classes 

to be Offered Soon 
Our friend, Rev. Phil Polhemus, looks forward to 

presenting a series of flexible lectures for anyone 

who is interested in learning what United 

Methodism is about: our history, our beliefs and 

how they came to be their own denomination, and 

a little bit about being a United Methodist in 

today's society.  A commitment to the four hour-

long sessions is expected. Contact Pastor Ashley so 

they can determine which days and times would 

work best for those who are interested. 
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The MYF Pajama Party on March 28th was lots of 

FUN! Imaginative games, yummy breakfast foods 

for dinner, laughter, friends......and, oh yeah, FUN! 
Photos by Heather Cassarino and Marsha Hall 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning continued on the Methodist Youth 

Fellowship’s mission service projects.  

In a clever take on a popular game, they have 

created a slip of paper with which to “Tag” folks 

with an invitation to donate food items to the Got 

Lunch! Plymouth program: peanut butter, jelly, 

canned tuna or chicken, and mayonnaise. The MYF 

will present a Mission Moment during the April 

19th Sunday worship service. 

An event is also in the works to support the NH 

Humane Society - watch for details later this 

spring. 

 

BIG THANKS to the adult leaders and cooks for the 

evening: Pastor Ashley, Melissa and Josh F., Heather 

and Anthony C., and Craig K. 

 
 

There were serious aspects to the evening as well.  

Pastor Ashley led a discussion on the meaning of  

The Lord’s Prayer. The 12 kids made it personal by 

rewriting it in their own powerful words: 

 

 God, who is in heaven,  

 Holy and important is your name.  

 When everyone loves You,  

 we’ll all live in the way you want us to,  

 on Earth like it is in Heaven.  

 Give us what we need every day.  

 Forgive our mistakes,  

 And help us to forgive each other  

 for the same mistakes.  

 Help us avoid the things that are wrong,  

 Bring us away and protect us  

 from the bad and evil things.  

 For Yours is our sanctuary,  

 and our power,  

 And our awesomeness, forever.   
 #CuzGod 
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Living into the Community 
 

Campus Corner 
by Amy Robison, Co-Chair 

United Campus Ministry @ PSU 

 I usually focus on what I know 

about and what I've been doing 

with and for United Campus 

Ministry at PSU, but for this 

newsletter, let me take a moment to 

share some highlights from what our Chaplain 

Grace Burson and Program Coordinator Kree 

Woolley have been up to lately.  

Grace distributed ashes on campus for Ash 

Wednesday, presented to a Wilderness Literature 

GenEd class, and attended rehearsals and a 

performance of PSU's "A Funny Thing Happened 

on the Way to the Forum." Right now, UCM@PSU 

is primarily a ministry of presence (not programs), 

and the most natural way to do that is for our staff 

to find their niche on campus and connect with 

students through it. For Grace's predecessor, UMC 

Rev. Preston Fuller, that was PSU's gaming club; 

for Grace, it is theater.  

Kree is focusing on making one-on-one connections 

with students and introducing them to the social 

services available on campus and in town, for their 

own use, their friends' and/or for community 

service opportunities. She also had a wonderfully 

fruitful experience presenting to a Stress 

Management class. She talked with them about the 

importance of the "attitude of gratitude" and 

finding the positive in life's negatives. She also had 

them write thank you letters to the pivotal people 

in their lives. I read a couple of the students' 

response papers to her presentation and the letter 

experience; they were very moving, and it was 

clear that she had inspired these students and 

made an impact on their lives.  

We all continue to make inroads with faculty, staff 

and students -- telling them who we are, what we 

do, sharing our new mission statement and looking 

for a new name for our on-campus presence. I met 

the Social Work faculty at their monthly 

department meeting and attended the Social Work 

majors' ice cream social. Yum! Kree and I will also 

be presenting at two marketing classes on March 

30, meeting over 100 students in one afternoon. 

They should have some good ideas for our 

rebranding! 

As always, if you have any ideas for our ministry, 

send them my way!  

For more information, see the United Campus Ministry 

website at www.plymouth.edu/office/campus-ministry 

 

The Gift of a Good Night’s Sleep 
Are you switching out your mattress and box 

spring? Do you have extras that are taking up space 

around the house? Here is an opportunity to work 

with our neighbors to meet a serious need within 

our New England conference.  

There is a need for mattresses and box springs in 

good condition at the United 

Methodist Economic Ministry 

(UMEM) in Western, ME.  

Rev. John Blackadar is willing 

to coordinate and transport the 

bedding to UMEM. He will 

pick up your donations and get 

them to people who will gladly receive and use 

them. One woman, upon receiving a set, gave 

thanks because after giving her bed to her son she 

had spent the last four years sleeping on a blanket 

on the floor. Please contact John at 603-219-0921 or 

Blackadar46@comcast.net. 

 

 
 

 

Need Help? 
Contact Pastor Ashley Bowler if you or someone in 

our community needs a little extra help with 

securing the basic necessities of food, clothing, 

shelter, medical care, car gas, and heating fuel. 

Financial aid is available. All requests are kept 

confidential. 536-1941 or akbowler92@gmail.com. 

Got Lunch! Plymouth needs  

30-ounce jars of mayonnaise  

for their summer program ~ any 

brand. There is a collection box 

in the front foyer of the church 

for donations. 
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Giving Together 
 

PUMC Collects $125 at 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR), supported by the offerings during the  

One Great Hour of Sharing, is supporting people 

who are working to meet urgent human needs, 

sharing the goodness of life with those who hurt. 

Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing lay the 

foundation for UMCOR to share God’s love with 

communities everywhere. The special offering that 

was taken at our church on March 15th 

underwrites UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” 

This helps UMCOR to keep the promise that 100 

percent of any gift to a specific UMCOR project will 

go toward that project, not administrative costs. 
 

 

 
While politicians hotly debate the legalities surrounding 
unaccompanied migrant children, Bishop Minerva 
Carcano of Texas meets and talks with children who 
have traveled across the border.   Photo: Mike DuBose, UMNS 
 

 

“Connectional giving — all of us giving 
together — allows United Methodists to 
do together what we cannot do alone.” 
 

Serving Together 
The members of our church have many skills, 

talents, and strengths that when combined with 

their warm hearts and love for others, become gifts 

of God to the world we serve. I invite you to re-

read the Mission Team’s Annual Reports from  

2013 and 2014 to celebrate how these gifts are used 

to show the love of God in our community.  

Diane Tiffany, Chair 

PUMC Mission Planning Team 

 
 

Delivering Easter Cheer 
The Women’s Fellowship organized a basket 

packing party after worship on Sunday, March 29 

using the congregation’s donations. These colorful, 

goodie-filled gifts will brighten Easter for our shut-

in members and friends. Happy Easter, everyone! 
 

 

 
Egg-stra Facts 

• Although Easter eggs were once part of pagan 

spring festivals, they’ve become Christian symbols 

of new life. A cracked-open shell also represents 

Jesus’ empty tomb on Easter morning.  

• The early Christians of Mesopotamia began 

staining eggs red in honor of Jesus’ blood shed on 

the cross. Red eggs remain part of Greek Orthodox 

celebrations today.  

• In medieval times, churches held “egg-throwing” 

festivals. The priest threw a hard-boiled egg 

toward the choir boys, who tossed it back and 

forth. When the clock struck 12, whoever was 

holding the egg got to keep it.  

• In some European countries, children go from 

house to house to collect Easter eggs.  
www.newsletternewsletter.com 

https://plymouthumc.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/mission-team-report-2013.pdf
https://plymouthumc.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/mission-team-report-2014.pdf
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Lives Touched.....Thanks Received 
 

 
Melissa Furbish and her family were able to visit with 
the staff at Epworth Project in Louisiana, hand-
delivering our donation check from funds raised 
through the Mardi Gras Party held on February 6th. 

 

Dear Plymouth United Methodist Church, 

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to 

you for your generous contribution of $696.50 to 

Epworth Project at Northshore Disaster Recovery, 

Inc. Your donation will directly help the people of 

southeast Louisiana. What a 

wonderful gift of service you 

provide through this 

contribution. To help improve 

living conditions which 

undoubtedly heals the lives of 

those affected by Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane 

Isaac is to be an angel of mercy. The changes 

brought about by your donation allow these 

families to feel safe and secure for the first time in a 

long time. Without you we could not help these 

families. 

Dale Kimball,  NDRI Executive Director 
 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of St. Bernard Project (SBP) and the 

clients we serve, thank you for your recent 

donation of $656.50. Because of the generous 

support of people like you, we have brought nearly 

600 families home in the Greater New Orleans area. 

As you can imagine, at SBP we think a lot about 

what “home” means. Here in NOLA, “home” is 

about family and resiliency. We see this through 

homeowners like Patricia Crumedy. Patricia and 

her family, thinking that Hurricane Katrina would 

be like any other hurricane that hit New Orleans, 

decided to stay put. The next day Patricia’s 

daughter awoke to water almost topping over her 

bed. From there Patricia, family, neighbors, and 

friends waded through five feet of water, floated on 

homemade rafts, and were luckily taken by boat to 

an interstate, where Patricia was forced to separate 

from her family. Patricia waited five months to hear 

news of her family’s safety.  

Thanks to [people like] you, Patricia is now home. 

Thank you for helping SBP continue to make the 

dream of returning home a reality for many 

deserving families. Your support and energy drives 

us each day as we work to make the notion of 

home more than just a wish. 

Zack Roswenburg, Co-Founder, St. Bernard Project 

 

 
Project coordinators at St. Bernard Project match the 
skills of volunteers with the tasks needed to make the 
dream of returning home a reality for many families. 

 
Dear Friends, 

Through your $176.90 gift [from the Advent coin 

box collection], Plymouth UMC will put healthy, 

nourishing food on the tables of individuals and 

families struggling to get by; you help send large 

loads of fruits and vegetables to areas where they 

are most needed; you support local feeding 

agencies in every area of the country; and you 

reduce food waste - all as you follow Jesus’ 

command to feed the hungry.  

With you in Christ’s service, 

Lynette Johnson,  Director of Church Relations 
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Choose a Fresh Start - continued from page 1 

Also like the disciples, we can choose a fresh start. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is an example of 

how endings can lead to new beginnings. Because 

of Jesus, we have no shortage of new beginnings – 

whether in relationships and careers or health and 

attitudes.  

Our faith can be resurrected. Maybe we rarely use 

the word “joy” in our vocabulary. Maybe we have 

forgotten that God is in the details. Maybe we have 

settled for dying inside over being born again. You 

are a new creation. The old has gone; the new has 

come. As you celebrate Easter and the Resurrection 

of Jesus, celebrate the resurrected new you! 

Can you feel it?  Anticipation? Hope? Gratitude? 

We are just days away from bidding goodbye to an 

inner winter that, for some, has been darkened by 

confusion, perhaps regret and very likely, doubt. 

Wake up! See yourself with new eyes. Warm up! 

Move your body and shake your soul. You are in a 

new season of faith. Easter can put life back into 

your life. 

Do you want to feel joy? Do you want to feel 

impassioned? Are you looking for something that 

is missing? You can find it.  One of the messages of 

Easter is that whoever believes in the resurrected 

Christ gets a fresh start. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, CEB, 

we read, “So then, if anyone is in Christ, that 

person is part of the new creation. The old things 

have gone away, and look, new things have 

arrived!” Bring the new you to church this Sunday. 

Introduce the person God has transformed through 

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Expect to feel a 

new spring in your step!  from www.umcgiving.org 

 

 

Our Mission Shares at Work 
 

 
Breaking from their annual meeting of the United Methodist 
Council of Bishops, episcopal leaders visited Cherokee, N.C. to 
mark the 175th anniversary of the start of the Trail of Tears, 
the forced removal of the Cherokee people and other tribes 
from their homelands to what is today Oklahoma. umcgiving.org 
  

When you hear “The Episcopal Fund,” what comes 

to mind? Do you think them—that’s the church 

across town—or do you think us? 

The Episcopal Fund is, in every way, for us! 

Episcopal is derived from the New Testament 

Greek “episkopos,” indicating someone who’s an 

overseer of a Christian church. This is the person 

who’s charged with the duty of seeing that the 

work being done by others is done properly. 
 

Promoting Christ’s Ministry in the World Today 

Our bishops not only lead in the connectional 

ministry of the church, but you will also find them 

on the forefront of world issues encouraging 

secular leaders to incorporate faith into their 

decision making. Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey is 

supporting the disaster relief efforts of the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief. Bishop Michael 

Coyner is leading an endowment and scholarship 

campaign for Africa University. Bishop Will 

Willimon is inspiring and equipping pastors to be 

biblical preachers. 
 

We’re Working Together 

The relationship between bishops and members of 

The United Methodist Church is a reciprocal one—

our bishops serve the church and our contributions 

to The Episcopal Fund, one of seven Mission Share 

funds, supports our bishops as they shepherd the 

life and ministry of our congregations by paying 

for bishops’ salaries, office and travel expenses, and 

pension and health-benefit coverage. 
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Hooray for Sugaring Season! 
 

½ cup shortening 

¾ cup maple syrup 

1 ¼ cup brown sugar 

½ tsp. vanilla  

1 egg 

2 cups flour 

1 tsp. baking powder 

½ tsp. baking soda 

½ tsp. salt 

½ cup chopped nuts 

(optional) 

 

21st Century Church 
 

Shift: Helping Congregations Back Into 

the Game of Effective Ministry  
 

NH District Resource Day  
Saturday April 25, 2015      

8:30 - 3:30 

Bow Mills UMC, 505 South St., Bow 

Effective congregations make the Shifts…Shifts 

from Fellowship to Hospitality; From Worship as 

an Event to Worship as a Lifestyle; and from 

Membership to Discipleship. Discover the best 

practices to take your congregation to the next 

level. Rev. Dr. Phil Maynard has served as a pastor 

for over 20 years and led dozens of churches 

through the process of transformation.  Every 

church he served has experienced significant 

growth and he will share his wisdom of how to be 

a vital, effective and fruitful congregation.  

Please read his book, “Shift”, 

prior to this workshop. Copies 

are available for sale from the 

District Office and Fishnet Books, 

www.fishnetbooks.net.   

$12 per person registration 

includes lunch (payable at the 

door, scholarships available). 

Please register with the NH District Office by 

April 17 at 225-3455 or email 

nhdistrict@neumc.org, especially if you need 

childcare. 

Nature rewards us for enduring a long, cold winter with 

the sweetness of spring! Visit your local sugarhouse and 

bake up these treats with the flavor of the season. 

 

 

Cream shortening with syrup, brown sugar, and 

vanilla. Add egg; stir well. Sift together the flour, 

baking powder, soda, and salt. Stir until well 

blended. Stir in nuts, if using. Drop by teaspoon 

onto a lightly-greased or parchment paper-lined 

cookie sheet. Press flat with a fork. Bake for 10 

minutes in a preheated 350O oven or until done. 

 

 

Just for Fun 
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Here is your April 2015 newsletter….. 
to receive a full-color copy by email, contact the 

editor at gkidger@msn.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
 

 


